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" TY gt Honohfablg 
the LORD-MAYOR, the 
 SHERIFFS, COMMONS, 
and INDEPENDENT: 
ELECTORS of the CI- 
TY of DUBLIN. | 


; My Lord, and G 1 


T is with the greateſt propri- 
ety that we dedicate a volume of 
letters, in defence of liberty and 

_ our excellent conſtitution, to the 
" truſty guardians and jree elefors 
of this metropolis. The noble 
ſtand which the citizens of Dyb- 
in have of late made, in defence 
of both, has juſtly ranked them 
amongſt the moſt diſtingui/bed pu- 


2 riot. 


DEDICATION. 

By their firmneſs and a 
. zeal in the cauſe of free- 
dom, the long oft ſpirit of free 
elections was revived. They no- 
bly deſpiſed, and ſpurned at the 
roi of power, baffled all its at- 
tempts, rejected proffered bribes, 
and like men, directed by the ge- 
nius of liberty, elected the worthy 
and independent, or ſuch as were 
ſuperiour to ſelfiſhneſs and cor- 
ruption, to be their repreſenta- 
19 55 r 


ne Aibbre of the - following 
letters preſume not to derive me- 
rit from them, but they have a 
fubſtantial c/a/m to your protecti- 
on, as a regard to yours, and the 
kingdom s welfare, were the mo- 
tives that induced them to ſtand 
forth 
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forth in defence of the common 
cauſe, till fome abler champions 
ſhall appear. 'Thefc eſſays are 
not the production of vena). party 
writers, The yearly emoluments 
of your city revenues would not 
induce Brutus and Search to prof- 
titute their pens, or ſupport mea- 
ſures incompatible with the real 
intereſts of their country. 


Tun proſpect of a general 
bankruptcy, by our expences ſo 
great y exceeding our revenues; 
by an enormous national debt (in- 
creaſing with our army in a time 
of peace) a Joandaloae, impoveriſh- 
ing, penſon Il, and the heavy 
taxes. threatened to be laid upon 
us, by an union or ffamp act: 
Theſe, with numerous, unremit- 
a 2 | ting 
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ting emigrations of our proteftant 
ertiſans, manufacturer and Jabour- 
ers, ſo juſtly alarm us, that we 
ſhould be wanting in our duty 
did we omit laying the deſtructive 
- conſequences: of theſe great evils 
before you, and warning every 
true Tr; omen againſt ſo many im- 
minent dangers. Whilſt we live 
we ſhall continue the ſame una- 
bating love to our country, and 
to ſound a timely alarm againſt all 
venal views and defigns, that ſhall 
come to our knowledge. We car- 
neſtly wiſh a reſorm in many of 
the people's repreſentatives, who 
had formerly betrayed their truſt; 
nor ſhall we omit to caution the 
electors of Ireland againſt truſting 
their invaluable rights, at the next 
general election, to thoſe who 
have 
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have baſely deſerted their inte- 
reds 3 in the n of trial. 


- Tan: 4 "OY of every 710 
fate muſt Ns: from the' honeſty, 
abilities, and independence of its 
repreſentatives, whether the form 
of government be monarchical or 
republican. Liberty in civil and 
religious affairs, is the true ſource 
of commerce, riches, virtue, nation- 
al glory and happinefr. The bleſ- 
ſings of jreedom, which the Engliſb 
enjoyed in former times, induced 

foreign manufacturers to leave 
the land of deſpotiſm, and bring 
intrinſic, abiding wealth into 
Great-Britain ; it was liberty that 
elevated the Engliſb to the high - 
eſt pitch of earthly grandeur, and 

laid the foundation of a donſtitu· 
3 | tion, 
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_ tion, the fuperftrutures on which 
are at preſent, the envy and ad- 


miration of ſurrounding nations. 


The ſpirit of freedom, tho often 


depreſſed, and ſometimes feeming- 


ly ſmothered, under ſome of our 
Zyramnicul, prerogative fretcbeng 
kings, could never yet be totally 
deſtroyed, but generally afterwards 
burſt forth with greater ftrength 
_—_— 


Tir firſt ain to enſlave 


the people, were commonly made 


on e citizens of London. The 


fame have been practiſed here ; 


but to the everlaſting honour of 
both cities, it was owing to the 
10% dom and valour, to the ghorious 
ſpirit of liberty reigning in the 
breaſts of the citizens, that ſuch 


baſe 
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baſe defigns were rendered ineffec- 7 
tual. It was the independent ci- 
tizens of Dublin, that upheld the 


honour of this nation, when a ve- 


nal majority in parliament had 


notoriouſly diſgraced themſetves, 


by zhanking one of the greateſt po- 


litical oppreſſors that ever Ireland 


groaned under. The addreſſes of 


the city, will, therefore, in future, 


carry weight and dignity along 
with them. They will confer 
laſting and ſolid honour. 


We are, my Lord and Gentlemen, 
With due eſteem and reſpect, 
Your: moſt humble ſervants, 
BRUTUS, 


AND 
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1] O cultivate a generous freedom in think- 
ing and acting, to ſtem corruption, by expoſing 
its votaries, and to promote the public welfare, 
is the great deſign of the following eſſays. The 
freedom and happineſs of every community, 
muſt invariably reſt on the foundations we have 
endeavoured to eſtabliſh. The fentiments con- 
gernung: civil and religious liberty, government 
and policy, are founded in truth and nature, 
and on revolution principles. In the peruſal of 
theſe papers the reader will fee, that /afting, 
conflitutional liberty and virtue muſt go toge- 
ther That national honour, freedom, public 
ſpirit, magnanimity, or whatever ſpecies of n- 
ral beauty, charms us, never did nor can fubſiſt, 
where luxury and corruption prevail —An un- 
_ ſhaken loyalty, or a firm, affetionate attachment 
to the ruling powers, can only be the effect of 
a 0 1 adminifiration, unalterably di- 
A 3 rected 
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rected to the general happineſs (the great end 


of all government) under which arbitrary, venal 
men and meaſures have no place. Sound poli- 


_ ey miſt-always be founded on purity of man- 


ners, and a prevailing, diſintereſted regard for 
the public proſperity, to which every private 
view and intereſt muſt give way. Wiſdom, vir- 


tue and a rigid economy, ſhould hold the reins. 


of government — for when theſe ſhall be gone, 


our excellent conſtitution, our religious and civil 


rights muſt ſoon follow.—An unreſtrained defe 
potiſm; and a firetched prerogative, will prove 
too powerful for all our efforts to remove, 
| when once thoroughly eſtabliſhed. 


hs PEOPLE, that ha ve not virtue enough left 
to be jealous of, or reſolutely. to ſtand forth in 
defence of their remaining privileges, muſt either 
ſoon loſe them, or have new taxes and laws im- 


poſed, that in the end will lead to an unlimited 


domination. — The wounding of commerce, by 

frequent loans and taxations; the alarming an 

induſtrious nation, by attempting to enact laws 
that would proye hurtful to trade, liberty, or 


to the progreſs of arts and manufactures, tend 
not only to national diſcontents and poverty, 


but to lower mens ſpirits, and injure their pro- 
perty. or prepare them with the more eaſe to 
receive the yoke of ſlavery.— Men, who want 


ep and public Us to be ruled by the 
1 Jaws 


* 


„ 


taws of reaſon only and a free, legal conſtitu- 
tion, muſt” at length - ſubmit to arbitrary de- 
crees, or a military force. Every man, there- 
fore, ſhould act the part of a guardian angel, 
(as much as poſſible) over his own and count 
Tights. The divine image of a free flate, in 
which religion, philoſophy, arts, agriculture, com- 


morce and nanufactures may advance and flou- - 


riſß; in which our lives, liberties and properties 
are firmly ſecured, ſhould inſpire us with views 
and ſentiments great and Hberal.—It is under 
ſuch a form of government alone, that human 
fowers can properly exert themſelves, or arrive 
at that dignity and perfection, for which nature 
intended them. The happy influence of liberty 
on knowledge, the ſciences, and fine arts, need 
not be enlarged upon in this refined and polite 
age. —The nobleſt aſpirings of philoſophy,” the 
moſt glorious enterprizes, the higheſt finiſhings 
and works of genius can only be expected, 
where the true ſpirit of freedom warms and in- 
vigorates every breaſt.— maintains the right of 
private judgment; and along with a love of 


truth, or an impartial enquiry after it, diffuſes 


univerſal . 155 a becoming mode- 
ration. 


Men are but half rational beings, even un- 
der the mildeſt deſpotic government; but when 
NY capricious tyrants, they become beafte 

A 4 In 
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f Surchen.: Wicked and degrading as arbitrary 
2 is, — however contrary; to the ſenſe 
and feelings of mankind ;—how monſtrous and 
abſurd ſoever, the ideas. of non- reſiſtance and 
paſſive obedience are ;—tho' everſiye of every 
thing great and enterprizing in human nature 3 

yet it is a melancholy truth, that by far the 
greater part of our ſpecies, (and even in coun- 
tries, where arts and philoſophy have been .long 
cultivated) are held in the moſt abje& ſtate of 
very, by a tame ſubmiſſion to theſe flaviſh 
doctrines. The governments in moſt of the 
countries of Europe, are founded upon them, 
and by the acquieſcence of the people, theſe 
baſe deſtructive tenets, ſeem to be received, as 
eſtabliſned truths.—Tho' ſuch deſpotic en- 
.croachments are an affront to the under/tlanding 
and common ſenſe of mankind, —tho' the order 
of nature is perverted by them, and the laws of 
the great, . univerſal governor contradifted, yet 
do theſe corrupt ſyſtems ſtill remain, to the di/+ 
grace and miſery of the moral world. We are 
born to liberty and virtue, Without fre- 

. agency there can be no real merit. The idea 
and love of freedom are deeply implanted and 
powerfully interwoven into our natures. Theſe 
ſeem to run almoſt through the whole ſenſitive 
.Creation. In every country there are, 


no doubt, thouſands who bewail their enduring 
"+ 25 wa fate of deſpotiſm, and who wiſh to 
"we 
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ſhake off the fetter of flayery's. but ales} they 
are too ſtrongly rivetted. —An: eftabliſhed tyranny 
holds them} in perpetual. bondage. This ſhould 
Let it rouſe our reſentment” againſt every at- 
tempt to break in upon our con/tztutionad rights, 
particularly the independency of parliaments, on 
which our ſubſiſting in a ſtate of freedom, ab- 
ſolutely depends. Let it ſtimulate us to a per- 
ſevering vigilance and activity in defence of our 
Privileges, which, if once _ will, re 
bn 7 0 be dare | 


„Tun ERE ſurely cannot be a greater fatire up 
on reaſonable creatures (fond of liberty) than 
that thouſands ſhould bend to the will of one 
man, by nature no way Superior to themſelyes ; 
—or that from generation to generation, their 
Lives and properties ſhould have been at the 
diſpoſal of tyrants: (often the wweakeft and wich- 
edeſt of mortals) who have with unfeeling wan» 
tonneſs, trampled on all their moſt ſacred rights 
as men, and ſported with human miſery ! It is 
the glory of .our conſtitution, that by it we are 
delivered from the ravages of deſpotiſm, and 
the fangs of unreſtrained tyrants that the 
people are our: ſovereign lord, and can only be 
governed by /awws made with their own conſent. 
Our utmoſt attention and activity ſnould be ex- 
erted to keep the grand fountuin from whence 
eh | As Ds theſe 
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. 
theſe laws ſhall ue, pure and unpolluted. To 
be thus free is our glory and happineſs, Not 
to be always jealous. and vigilant (no matter 
how wiſe and good our rulers) will endanger our 
freedom. — Perhaps ſome of the greateſt evils in 
ſociety, are ſuch as no laws can fully reach, 
and muſt be removed by public repreſentations ' 

or appeals to the people, againſt certain mea- 
fures and miniſters. b 

| X's hs 12 11 . 

F. ur recent attempts * our region and 
liberties, under the Townſbend adminiſtration, 
by endeavouring to foment diviſions amongſt 
proteſtants, and to eſtabliſh a laſting, expenſive 
Hſtem of corruption, ſhew that a conſtant watch- 
fulneſs of our unalienable rights and privileges, 
zs our indiſpenſible duty. The whole deſpotic 
plan (during that capricious, unfeeling governor's 
reſidence in Ireland) was not carried into exe- 
cution. The union and famp act, with other 
Aeſtrudt ive modes of taxation, were left in legacy 
to any ſucceſſor, that would be Hardy enough 
10 hazard his own and the public welfare, by 


E ft iking ſo bald at our remaining Res fig: Et 


Tas ie Su of the Lingdom,—the 
Atiazatens/e of its revenues, to its enormous 
eftabliſbments, and the payment of intereſt on an 
ipcreafing national debt; our oppreſſtont, diſ- 
n. poverty, and a general decay in trade, 

will 


1%] 


will at once evince to a wiſe and * hut 


governor, who has honour and a character to boſe, | 


how; unfit. we are, for further political experi- 
ments and profuſion. —He will ſee that every 
. alarming expedient ſhould be laid afide,—plans 
of the moſt rigid æ conomy adopted, the penſion 
iſt reduced to the legal ſtandard of - fourteen 
thouſand. pounds, annually (that ſum being ſuf- 
ficient to anſwer real merit and ſervices) i 
Uſeleſs expenfive boards and. officers, ſhould be 
; removed and diſmiſſed. 7 The doing this, and 
laying taxes on the luxuries and amuſements of 
life, would anſwer all the conſtilutional exigen- 
cies of government, and reſtore it to its former 


eee and dient. 


Tas e of theſe 5 700 ther 
it would leſſen the . parliamentary muſter. roll, 
mult at length contribute to the eaſe and ſuppart 

of government, in the true ſenſe of theſe words; 
for on ſeeing ſo g/orious a reform, ſuch an ex- 
. ertion of. wirtue for the public proſperity, and 
that adminiſtration. was really in earneſt, in the 
great auorſ of our ſalvation and deliverance, the 
confidence and affection of the people would.re- 
turn, their hearts, lives and purſes, would be at 


the command of their beloved guardians. and 


governors, who would no longer ſtand in need 
of a mercenary, Atanding farce i in parliament to- 
Ls their deſigns into execulion ; for the uni; 

| ted: 


ted Hrengtb, the power and majeſty of the peo- 
ple, would be on their fide. Thus would na- 
tional virtue and unanimity diffuſe peace, loyal. 
ty and happineſs, RK _ * in the 
ee 


 TrmpnsE great truths will be worthy the at- 
tention of the legiſlature. The importance of 
commerce is now well known and aſcertained : 
Its intimate connection with the Janded intereſt, 
— the revenue, and general proſperity of the 
kingdom, admit of no controverſy. Landed pro- 
perty muſt riſe or fall with it. Population, and 
the public welfare, muſt depend on the flouriſh- 
ing ſtate of our . nanufactures, particularly the 
linen. — Should theſe be clogged with addi- 
tjonal taxes, they muſt ſoon be deſtroyed. We 
are, at preſent, - by the high price of proviſions, 
underſold, even in our own grand flaple at 


foreign markets. We ay likewiſe aſſert, with 


truth, that the leſs we are dependent on other 
countries, for either the neceſſaries, conveniences, 
or ornaments of life, the more conſpicuous will 
our wiſdom and policy appear. A ſpirit of 
improvement, ſupported by a proper, penſevering 
encouragement, in favour of our on manufac- 


TNures, would prevent both our nen and money 


going away from us: Humanity and diſintereft- 
edneſs, would prove the beft law againſt future 
emigrations. If we make it not the intereft of 
os | labourers, 


CO IE ID 
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labourers, \artizans, workmen and ben, 
to live amongſt us, theſe being the moſt uſeful 


members of ſociety * If we continue to oppreſs 


and diſtract them by rack rents, or to deftroy 


their birth-rigbt privileges, by riet acht, it is | 


to be feared,: that every effort' and argument 
that can be uſed, will not prevent their carrying 
the real PR and riches of Ireland to orhey 


countries. 


Tre ſtate ad circumſtances of this king- 


dom, and what would lead to Gational proſpe- 


rity, will appear from the following letters, in 


which our views and ſentiments coincide with 
the very reſpectable, able writers of Baratariana ; 
and it is hoped, that the importance of the ſub- 
jects will gain the public attention. The venal 
views of certain men are laid open with that 
candour and regard to truth, which guides the 
pen of thoſe directed by diſintereſted motives, 


uninfluenced by ſelfiſhneſs, party, or perſona! 


reſentments, but animated by a calm, invariable 
regard to the public happineſs. Bad men and 
meaſures are only expoſed, to prevent their per- 
nicious progreſs, in the contracted circle of aun. 
rice, of: the wild, unbounded career of ambition. 
Corruption is detected by the evidence of facts. 


Tx particulars relating to Lord Townſhend's 


memorable government, are entered into with 
 preciſigh 


E 

a. The meaſures and An of that 
weak, deſpotic adminifiration, with thoſe of its 
felfiſb, . bired defenders, are laid open the ob- 
jections to every ſingle part of it are fully ſee. 
forth, and unanſwerably maintained. The cha- 
racters of the principal men then and fill in 
power, are juſtly delineated, their motives and 
connedions fairly exhibited. The picture is held 
up to public obſervation, that the friends and 
foes to breland may be known to all. 


* an age, chan corruption and: defpotife 
have made ſuch large rides, when an union 
or flamp af, are perhaps intended (either of 
which would ruin the commerce and liberties of 
this kingdom) we cannot be too careful in at- 
tending to the nanæuvres of - adminiſtration, or 
in waſching the motions of certain miniſters, and 
men lately fuck into the fate, probably to their 
on, as well as ta our amazement. In theſe 
eſſays, the reader will ſee the arguments againſt 
theſe two enſlaving ſchemes, conſidered at ſome 
length, with the trade and finances of this im- 
poveriſhed country particularly explained. He 
will ſee, that by them our freedom and indepen- 
dence "would be defiroyed ; that the ſpirit of li- 
berty, the free qperations of the preſs (thoſe great 
bulwarks of our rights) would be no more ; 
but that we ſhould, in our trade and properties, 
bkewile lie at the "mercy of every government, 


whether 


L I 


whether good or evil. The illuſtration of theſe 
intereſting ſubjects, (which hath been done with 


care) will, it is hoped, prove uſeful and inſfruc- 
tive in the preſent criſis. In the letters addreſ- 
ſed to:Loxd HARcOURT, there is a ſyſtem of 
policy laid down, that would, if adopted, ren- 
der his Excellency's adminiſtration eaſy and 


proſperous, and this country great and happy. 


Tu E ſtrictures on Swifts political conduct 
and writings, were occaſioned by the falſe, ig- 


norant aſſertions of the Townſhend hirelings, 


who frequently ſupported their dangerous Jaro- 


bite principles (and attempts to divide the pro- 
teſtant intereſt). by quotations from the Dean's 


eſſays, in defence of Queen Anne's tary miniſtry. 
Few admire the wit and patriotiſm of Swift, 


more than Brutus and Search; but that he was 


deeply tinctured with Toryiſm, and not a hearty: 


friend to the glorious Revolution, or Hano ber 


ſucceſſion, will appear from theſe 33 


Out of his own mouth we have judged him. 
nor is it probable that his evidence will again 


be admitted in any r where en is 


concerned. 


Tuz Aettens in Auen of the political prin- 
eiples of the broteſtant diſſenters, are of impor- 
tance, as they contain arguments in favour of 
civil and religious liberty, not only founded on 
the 
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the unalienable rights and privileges of human 
nature, but on parliamentary and other authori- 
ties, not uſually attended to, and which cannot 
be juſtly controverted. There are other pa- 
pers, in which the right of private judgment 
is fully evinced, and rational, manly notions of 
religion and government properly inculcated: 
In which all Big b-flogun, unnatural notions of 
power, civil and egcleſiaſtical, are exploded, 
and an endeavour to baniſh bigotry, ſuperſti- 
tion and enthuſiaſm, as the diſgrace of the 
chriſtian world, and hurtful to its beſt inter- 
* | * 


LET it be obſerved, that we have not con- 
&ned the following letters, merely to politics, 
Several intereſting pieces, of both French and 
Engliſh hiftory, are introduced: The Maſſacre 
in Paris 1s related ; likewiſe a narrative of the- 
Iriſh rebellion, illuſtrated by authorities, in or- 
der to form a juſt judgment of that often con- 
troverted affair. We have likewiſe - given @ 
ſhort view of the latter part of Queen Anne's 
reign, and made ſome obſervations on the hap- 
py Hanover acceſſion. For the entertainment of 
our readers, the hiſtory of our Chief Governors, 
from the year 1745, is preſented, with ſome par- 
ticulars that have not hitherto been laid before 
the public. | 

3 To 
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To "I our little fyſtem as compleat 8 4 
poſſible, the. advance of arts, ſcientes and pbilo- 
moby is conſidered. —Commerce, Agriculture and | | 
Manufactures, or whatever tendeth to exalt a na- +1 
tion, are illuſtrated and recommended, with a | 
particular eye to the trade and welfare of this 
kingdom: Nor have we forgot domeſtic con- 
cerns, or the finer finiſhings and pleaſures of hu- | 
manity. Iwo papers are devoted to love and #1 
marriage, and the meld majeſty of private life | 
is duly honoured and celebrated. —The. wway to - 
happineſs, in the married ſtate, is pointed out; = 
and the caſe of the unhappy fair, who have 1 
been ſeduced under the promiſe of marriage, 7 
or fallen ſacrifices to their beauty, is attentive- Ti: 
ly conſidered. The blafters of N Innocence 
are, expoſed, ' and. thewn” to. be the vor! of 
monſters. _ | 


- 
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To ſuch, therefore, as are deſirous of EX 114 
rational, conſiſtent notions of religion and go- 18 
vernment, of being thoroughly attached, from 1 
principle to the wirtuous deeds and offices of life; = 
ho wiſh. to run with ſucceſs, in the great It 
race of honour and patriotiſm, or to inherit the | 1 
public effeem and confidence, we recommend the 
following eſſays, not written to ſerve the in- 
tereſis of a party, but to keep alive the ſpirit 
of con/titutional freedom ;—to prevent thoſe ö 
deſtructive meaſures and mades of taxation, that 7 

: | in 
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in the end would infallibly bring ruin, not only 
on our lber ties, but our manufactures; 3 our land- 
ed and commercial properties: Earneſtly do we 
hope, that whilſt Jiberty, civil and religious, 
in their full extent, are maintained, that all l. 
eentiouſneſs and corruption, in principle and 
practice, may be reſtrained and baniſhed !— 

That a generous, public ſpirited freedom, diſinte- 
reftedneſs and honefly,” moderation and univerſal 
benevolence, may be our genuine chara#eriſ- 
ticks !—And may a refined religion, agreeable 
to our natural rights, as men,—to our ſenſe of 
good and evil, and the moral perfections of the 
Deity, be every where received and inculcated! 
May that monfeer, ' perſecution, never more 
deface God, fair creation, or trample on the 
dickates of conſcience ! May the divine right of 
private judgment be for ever maintained, and 
impoſing the tems of fallible mortals (like our- 
ſelves) for truth, eternally ceaſe ! Then ſhall 
pure, original chriſtianity, ſeparated from the 
fopperiès of ſuperſtition and the phrenſies of en- 
thufiaſm, ſhine forth with unclouded ſplendor, 
in its own native beauty and fimplicity Men's 
religion will be their own :—And amidſt a be- 
coming diverſity of opinions, (which free agency 
implies) harmony of affetion, and an impartial 
ſearch after truth, will ſet human nature in 
the moſt honourable light. This would be the 
_ method to ſilence the c/ameurs of OI 

an 
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and the beſt anſever. to all their objedtions.— 
The true chriſtian character would then carry 
 Cigniry | and conviction along with it. 


WE ſhall conclude by. obſerving, that i a 
kingdom or people be proſperous, or would con- 
tinue great and happy, it muſt be on the principles 
and plan of policy we have laid down ;—being 
thoroughly convinced, — that ee, alone 
Txaltetb a nation. 


Ss 


BRUTUS, 


5 AND 


HUMPHREY SEARCH. 
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TP 9, 1 770 
1 HERE never was an age 


in which * remarkable occurrences happen- 
ed than the preſent ; Clergymen have thrown off 
the holy caſſoc and become Exciſe Officers, and 
Exciſe Officers have quitted the revenue and put . 2 
on the caſſoc; Military Officers have laid aſide - 
heir 3 and inſtead of deſtroying, a | 

B have f 


[is Þ 
have taken the trouble of endeavouring to fave 
ſouls ; and in return, ſome Divines have laid 
aſide their holy habit and function, and devoted 
themſelves to the ſtandard of Mars; other Di- 
vines in theſe troubleſome times, finding but a 
thin congregation to attend their ſermons, have 
taken the pen and inliſted under a particular 
party, to vindicate acts, as unconſtitutional as 
they are unparalleled : The guardian of the mo- 


rals of our youth has decreed that logic and the 


aſſics are unfaſhionable, and therefore ſets an 
example of the lives of eee Venus, as 
proper themes and models for his numerous pu- 


pils; ſometimes he preaches a ſermon upon the 
virtue of paſſive obedience and non-reliſtance 


2 Lawyer has quitted the bar (where his fees 
ere very ſcanty and rare) and turned exciſe 


| officer ; Men elected by the free voices of their 


| uents, have voted away thoſe very rights 
they were choſen to defend; other Men, elected 
by a vaſt and fair majority, have been laid aſide 


to ſerve the purpoſes of Adminiſtration; military 


High Sheriffs appointed to preſide in civil courts, 
as ignorant of our laws, as a wild ASSYRIAN ; 
Judges without learning are raiſed to the bench; 
Feers are created without fortune to ſupport the 
dignity, or merit to claim the honour; but privy 
counſellors are wiſely choſen from amongſt men, 
that never ſpeak, except, © Demme, fill your 


*glajs; F give your toaſt ;” oh! the Solomions, and 
Solons ! 


Fay 1 


_ . $5hons! Women without virtue, are more 


admired than. the beſt of their ſex : The compa- 
ny of a coxcomb, (alias a macaront) or a mo- 
dern buck, is more courted than the inſtruQtiye 
converſatiori of the ſenſible man: Even the com- 


mon rules of arithmetic are laid aſide and a new 


practice taught, by which 300 are counted more 
than 1200: The friends of a Stuart are mor: 
careſſed than the friends of a Welp: Several pa- 

triot collectors have begged pardon, and in return, 
expect to be made commiſſioners 3 one 1 am in- 
formed, has got the promiſed intereſt of a Wor- 
thern Secretary, and has been politely received 
by Doctor Donough ; Men, who have been inti- 
mately connected for upwards of forty years, 

have ſeparated, and are now divided, in hopes 
of partaking 1 in the general plunder of the nation. 


In ſhort, gentlemen, the changes of men 5 
things are ſo extraordinary, that I ſhould riot be 
ſurprized if his Holineſs the Pope, quitted St. 
Peter's Chair and accepted of a Proteſtant Biſh- 
eric, or, that the rigid Genevans, elected one of 
their Syndics, a King, with unlimited power; it 
could not in ſuch an age be thought extraordi- 
nary, if the free- born Britons bowed their necks 
to the galling chains of an unconſtitutional mi- 
niſtry, and became humble ſuppliants to the le- 
Cares for the recalling of a detefled family, 
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To the Right Hon. the Earl of SHA N NON. 


|” My Lozp, | April 3, 1772. 


1 H 18 kingdom received ſour 
favours from your father before the fatal day 
that Henry Boyte funk into Lord Shannon, with 
a conſiderable penſion ; he did not copy after 
Mr. Pitt, who preſerved the integrity of Wil- 
liam Pitt, under the title of L»rd Chatham. You, 
my Lord, have by your zine friends in the houſe, 
ſupported this ſinking ſtate on many occaſions 
fince the commencement of this parliament ; I 


regret, that I cannot ſay you. did ſo on every o- 


caſion. Daſbing Long field, with his effeminate 
noſegay in his breaſt, and a packet of letters in 
his hand, daily /auntered in at the bar of the 
houſe of commons, whiſpered to a few friends, 
and ſoon retreated; he has not, as formerly, 
given. us the lively daſfüng ſpeeches in defence 
of the conſtitution; he ſeems planetfruch; per- 
haps he will remain ſo, until old Burke dies, and 
then his long taciturnity will be rewarded with 
A commiſſioner's place. I do not fay it will be 
ſo ; but men muſt, ſome how or other, accouit 
for his totally ſeceding hiniſelf from his parlia- 
mentary duty the beſt part of this ſeſſions; he 
ſeldom 


3 


ſeldom ſupported the great queſtions, except the 

laſt affair of the rewenue bill; where was the 

gay Colonel Townſhend, the Doneraile Patriots, 

the Kinſale member, Mr. Kearney * Where was | 

Mr. Jephſon, junior, whoſe father is a friend to 

you and your cauſe, while you act honeſtly, but | 

no longer? Theabſence of theſe gentlemen; ſeems A 

(I fay at preſent only ſeems) to realize the re- 

port of your concurring with Lord Townſhend 

in enflaving this nation; Fame reports the terms 
(I truſt it is only a report). are, the Ordnance to 
be given back, and the noble Veteran, who now 13 
holds that place, is (for his many weunds and | 1 
ſervices in the feld of Mars) to be apprinted _ bl 
Commander in chief of the forces on this eſta- bt 

bliſhment; and that Serjeant Dennis is to wear 
the er mine robes in a court of juſtice; 
otber changes are not yet reported. 


3 
duc 


SURELY; my Lord, though you have loſt part 
of your annual income. you would rather loſe 
more, than forfeit a good name; excluſive of the 
crime of ſelling. your country ;. you would di/- 
grace the Peerage by accepting of fayours from 
the governor, who diſmiſſed you, and accom- 
panied that diſmiſſal with infult 3 the pnblic 
knows the treatment you met with, and the 
world muſt be aftoniſhed if Lord Shannon could 
or would diſgrace the name of Boyle, by bum- 
bly cringing to the man that inſulted him and his. 
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family. It is on this alone, depends the ſucceſs - 
of thoſe meaſures that are to be purſued at the 
next meeting after the receſs. The public will 
naturally expect the aſſiſtance of the generous 
Munſter members; they will expect them in 
Dublin on the fourth of May ; leave not a man 
behind; defeat the two projects of the court, 
and you will hear no more of Townſhend, except 
from the curſes of his difappointed minions. I 


need not warn you and your countrymen againſt 


the impending danger; there is not a man con- 
ver ſant in public affairs, that does not know the 
concerted plan; you would not chuſe to rank 
with the apo/tate Loftus ; your.Lordſhip has eſta- 
bliſhed a character too great to forfeit to a 


Townſhend. Fefferies would rejoice (as Howard. 


and Grier do) to find a character as bad, nay, 


_ worſe than his own. The greater the man, the 
more conſpicuous the crime; not, that I mean to 
hold up Birch, the predeceſſor of Howard and 


Hrier, as k great man; the name of Birch im- 


plies the original, viz. great in iniquity, and har- 
cened in villainy. In the Roman days, to call a 
man Mero, implied the worſt of men; and in 
our days, Birch has ſucceeded to Nero, to make 
bis name immortal in this Kingdom. Though 
vrretched is the ſubject, I cannot avoid acquaint- 
ing the public (being a member of the club) of 
a new ſcheme of Birch's money-making, viz. 
when he plays at our club, (the conſtitution) he 


plays 


| 1 
plays very deep; and if he chances to win three 
or four hundred pounds early in the night, he 
pockets the ready money; and if he afterwards 
loſes any money, he gives drafts for the ſame 
at 31 or 41 days ſight, by which means he ob- 
tains ready money to diſcount every note, per- 
haps his own. His conduct in thoſe affairs was 
{9 conſpicuouſly infamous, that the worthy Mr: 
Ogle was obliged to diſgrace his cane, by chaſ- 
tifing him; the truth of this is known to 200 
gentlemen; and yet the fellow is ſuffered to be 
of the club; His conſummate impudence in 
ſitting in that houſe, where his. villamy is re- 
corded, can only be equalled by his ragen 
front, in frequenting the club where he was. 


thus chaſtiſed. 


My Lord, it is much to be regretted that 
theſe rumours, of your having joined the foes. 
(the determined foes) of this country, have gain- 
ed ſuch ground, for it may make others luke- 
warm in the cauſe ; if theſe reports are ground- 
leſs, you ought to behave like Sharon, the heir of 
the Boyles, and contradiQ them by a ſhort note 
in the papers; this will induce men to ſtand 
their ground, otherwiſe you cannot expect they 
will attend, only to be witneſſes to their coun- 
try's downfall; ſuch a declaration will reflect 
honour on you, and at the ſamg time, revive- 

the th ſpirits of the public. 
D4-- Clan 


©. > 


e a man of your noble blood tamely ſubmit 
to injuries, accompanied with inſult; you can- 
not call a Viceroy to the field, but you can ſhew 
your ſpirit by deſpiſing him; your Father's aſhes 
would rite to prevent the ignominy. You have. 
hyed beloved, the gay, the. hoſpitable Shannon, 
therefore quit this tranſitory life, with the name 
of Defenſor Patri@ ; it was owing to your gene- 
rolity, that. Ly/aght kept his employment, for- 
his heart and good. diſpoſition led him to ſup- 
port his country, but. you would not ſuffer him 
i© loſe that CT Cas which he purchaſed. 


Eo» 


BRUTUS.. 


o the P E O Þ L E. 
EF Joy 1k: 2s - UI. 


Be firm, ye people! in true Freedom's RY 
| Rejoice ye are not under Gallic laws. 
ANONYMOUS... 


T HE. firſt and | twelfth of Ju- 

Fr will [ traſt, be always publicly honoured. 
in Ireland, as they recall to our remembrance, 
events favourable to liberty, both civil and reli- 
gtous. The firſt of Auguſt, likewiſe ; being 
5 the. 


i 

the anniverſary of the acceſſion of a family to 
the government of theſe kingdoms, under whoſe 
reign we pray that freedom, in its full extent, 
may be duly protected and honoured. It is ho- 
_ ped the following reflections may not be unſuit- 
able, that in future, theſe days may be celebrat- 
ed with underſtanding and gratitude; the ſince- 
rity of which will be beſt ſhewn by our loyalty 
and uſefulneſs in life, and ſuch a becoming jea- 
louſy of ourrightsand liberties as will hand them 

down pure and intire to our poſterity 3 this is 
alſo the beſt way of doing honour to our glori-- 


ous forefathers, who freely bled and N to 
make us free and happy. 


Tnar we may have a proper ſenſe of the 
bleſſings we enjoy by the revolution in 1688,-we 
need only view, in the mirror of hiftory, the 
prerogative ſtretched, and liberty not only in- 
fringed but trampled upon, during the whole 
reign of the STUARTS'S, from the firſt James, 
of arbitrary, pedantic, and cowardly memory, to 

the inglorious end of Queen Anne's reign; but 
particularly under that weak gloomy bigot, James 
the ſecond, who by wickedly endeavouring to 
get above the laws, and by the tyrannical uſe of 
a diſpenſing power, had nearly deſtroyed both 
civil and religious liberty; but the noble. ſpirit 
of our excellent conſtitution roſe majeſtic and 
ſuperior' to ſuch illegal attempts; and, under 
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Providence, the voi oven! a moſt amaz- 
ing and happy event, was effected almoſt with- 
out bloodſhed, by the glorious King WILLIAM 
8 immortal memory; nor is there an Iriſhman, 
ho conſiders his own intereſt, but what ſhould 

Honour it. Had our hero and the gallant free . 
1 ſpirits that intrepidly embarked in this expedi- 
8 tion been defeated; or, had even the efforts of 
4 France, in favout of King James, ſucceeded at 
| the Boyne and Augbrim, theſe kingdoms would 
Will probably have been. governed by French laws 
"and uſages, (not to mention the fate of our re- 
ligion) a few of which I ſhall recite, inſtead of 
dwelling on James's reign, fo well known, as 
this will ſhew what juſt cauſe. of rejoicing we- 
have, in not being ſubjected to them; which 
would have rendered our properties, as well as 
our lives and liberties, unſafe and e 


As hath vhen obſerved, the French go- 
vernment, though mild for an arbitrary one, .. 
is yet terrible to a perſon bred up in a land 

of freedom; all the advantages of it are not 
comparable to our trials by juries, and the. 

act of Habeas Corpus, which reſcues you from 

all wanton impriſonment. In France, by the 

word of a miniſter, the greateſt or moſt inno- 

cent ſubje&,' may, from caprice, or the pique. 

of a miſtreſs, be committed to a dungeon for 

life, or as * as the miniſter or miſtreſs pleaſe; 
Day: 
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nay; ſome have been ſhut up by a whiſper, or, 
through likeneſs of names. Arbitrary: baniſh- 
ments are alſo inflicted for ſmall as well as great 
offences, If any member of parliament has the 
honour and courage freely to remonſtrate againſt 
regiſtering an oppreſſive edict, a fe lines pre- 
ſently. diſpatch him from his ſeat there, and from 
the city into exile; ſuch orders, called letters of 
the ſignet, lie in the hands of the miniſters, as 
well as thoſe of the under-governors of provin- 
ces, to be uſed at their diſcretion, frequently to 
gratify their own vengeance. Is an intendant 
piqued againſt any man of quality, or a miniſter 
againſt a preſident of parliament, ſuch a letter 
is immediately. ſent to him, and he directly ba- 
niſned into a remote province. Is the governor 8 
lady or daughter diſguſted at another lady in the 
place, more admired than herſelf, the poor rival 
is ſent a wandering. The ſmalleſt affront to a 
Monk in favour, (and Monks. are eaſily: offend- 
ed) finds the ſame compenſation. But the abuſe 
of railing and ſinking the French coin, at the 
King's pleaſure; is moſt alarming to men of pro- 
perty; an induſtrious merchant lies down to reſt, 
happy in his wealth and views of poſterity, but, 
perhaps, awakes next morning almoſt a beggar, 
by the edict of a night-. When the King's cof- - 
fers were filled with the money of his ſubjects, 
and he had payments to make, he raiſed the coin 
to an enormous value; hen his finances were 
exhauſted; 


F 


exhauſted, and he wanted to repleniſh thenr 
from the purſes of his ſubjects, he ſunk the coin 
very low. How would we reliſh ſuch grinding: 
and robbery? The French King levies money 
and raiſes taxes at his pleaſure, and puniſhes- 
fuch officers of juſtice in parliament as dare diſ- 
pute his will; he furniſhes the farmers of his 
revenues (generally upſtarts and avaricious) 
with all his boundleſs power to raiſe it how they 
can; nor can we be ſurprized at the worſt 
treatment from ſuch ſons of rapine, thus armed 
with power to oppreſs; it is not uncommon to 
ſee a whole village ſtripped of all the effects, 
and furniture in it, the houſes pulled down on, 
theſe petty JO and the timbers carried off. 
Has not the Engl /b or Iriſh freeholder, fare 
mer and manufacturer, cauſe to be thankful for 
being delivered from ſuch a government, ſo very 
unfavourable to property, as well as liberty? 
Theſe have no arbitrary demands to apprehend, 
and know exactly what they have to pay, long 
before payment is aſked. - Should they be injur- 
ed, they have an eaſy recourſe to tribunals and 
protectors of their own neighbours, who will 
chooſe to do them juſtice, or dare not refuſe it. 
What an army of officers does the French King 
_ employ for his duty on ſalt? What an army in 
his cuſtoms, in the different provinces? In all the 


cities and great 2 towns in France, there 
are 


-_ 
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are armed men poſted at the gates by the farmers 
of the revenue, to examine all who paſs. If any 
one is found defrauding the exciſe, perhaps un- 
der half a crown, the offender, if a man, is 
{ent to the gallies; if a woman and poor, ſhe is 
whipped by the hangman. 


Trx252 are only a few of the evils ſuffered 
under this arbitrary government, but enough to 
ſhew the importance of our deliverance, and to 
make us give thanks and rejoice with under. 
ſtanding. Several gentlemen of worth and 
property amongſt the Roman Catholics them- 
| ſelves, who have refided and purchaſed lands in 
France, can teſtify to the truth of theſe” obſer- . 
vations; and ſome of them could not enjoy life, 
till they returned to a kingdom, where freedom -. 
makes her ſons and daughters happy. Nay, it: 
is: now. probable, that the very loweſt natives of 
this country, by mixing in ſociety, and ſeeing 
the advantages of civilization, will in time for- 
get their old prejudices. And did landlords re- 
lax in their exorbitant demands, and let thoſe 
under them live like human creatures; did they 
contrive ſuitable employments for, and raiſe a 
ſpirit of induſtry in the common people; this 
would be real patriotiſm, and the good effects 
of it would ſoon appear, in loyalty, affection 
and uſefulneſs to their King and country. 


Idleneſs will ever r be the mother of miſchief, 
| and... 


Cog ] 

and when the lower claſs have little to eat, and 

nothing to employ themſelves in, (which is the 
caſe of thouſands in Ireland) they are ready to 
join in every commotion, or with any invader in 
hope of ſpoil. For what ſignifies it to them un- 
der what government they live, whilſt they are 
ſtarving? It is wittily obſerved by Dr. South, 
that wherever the Devil catches a man idle, he 
always ſets him to work. Let this then be pre- 
vented by plans for induſtry, for which there is 
a large field in this country, where there is yet 
ſo much room for improvement, and where ma- 
2 arts and fciences are but in their infancy. 
e ſhall then ſee a different face of things : 
Honeſt labour and cleanlinefs, content and a 
chearful ſubmiſſion to the laws, will ſucceed to 

Roth, filthineſs, and prejudices of the moſt dan- 
gerous kinds. In ſpeaking thus of what we en- 
joy, and what we hope for, it is pleaſing to ob- 
ſerve, that along with the ſpirit of liberty, arts 
and ſciences have improved in this country, and: 
more liberal ſentiments in religion, government 
and civil life, are beginning to diffuſe themſelves. 
The clergy are now, many of them, men of 
great worth and moderation; ſuch as are not, 
will ever be deſpiſed, ind the happy temper of 
the times will prevent their power and influence 
to be greatly hurtful. The abſurd doctrine of 
indefeaſible hereditary right, or in other words, 


A n mow to do miſchief, is univerſally ex- 
ploded 


- 


* 


ptoded by all men of ſenſe. The end of go- - 
vernment is now acknowledged to be the happi- 
neſs of our ſovereign Lord, the people; and the 
King, but the firſt ſervant of the public. In a 
word, bigotry, and a perſecuting ſpirit are loſing 
ground; confidence and benevolence betwixt 
men of different perſuaſions encreaſing. In 
theſe things, let us likewiſe greatly rejoice, and 
with one heart and mind, ſhew ourſelves a free, 
loyal and happy people. 
You will obſerve, that T meddle with no 
man's religion, that being a perſonal thing, and 
im which he has an unalienable right to judge 
for himſelf: If he does not, it is the religion of 
another he profeſſes, not his own ; which is a 
moſt dangerous deluſion, as every man muſt at 
laſt give an account of himſelf to God; for none 
can anſwer for him, and conſequently none can 
have a right to preſcribe to him in a matter of 
ſuch importance. All ſenſible and good men are 
ef the true religion, as conſiſting in purity of 
manners, piety and univerſal virtue. The dif- 
ferent ceremonies they may uſe, in approaching 
the common parent of all, are of little moment 
in the eye of an all perfect being, who can on- 
Iy be pleaſed with ſincerity of heart and inten- 
tion. It is, therefore, unbecoming his children, 
who ought ever to be linked together in the 
bonds of affection, as brethren, to differ about 
ſach 
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tnch modes of addreſs, when the great object 
they mean to honour is the ſame... Such things 
are but the mere ſhadow. and trappings, or, 
the outworks of religion, and no farther 
to be defended, than as means to preſerve 
us from vice and ſuperſtition, or to make us good 
and worthy. This muſt be the end of every 
divine inſtitution. As proteſtants, we adhere 
to our religion, not becauſe profeſſed by our 
forefathers, but becauſe it is founded on Scrig- 
ture, and is, upon examination, found to be 


agreeable to reaſon, and the moral perfections 
of God. ü 


Wr glery in a noble freedom ef. thinking and 
acting, and hold virtue and univerſal charity to 
be: the end of the commandment. As Pope 
ſays, ; 


For modes of faith, let graceleſs zealots fight, 
His can't be wrongs whoſe life is. in the right. 


Av ſo thinks, Gentlemen, | 
Your friend and ſervant, 


HUMPHRY SEARCH. 


LETTER 


E 


To the COMMIT TEE for conducting the 
FREE-PRES 8. 


E IV. 


Queen Anne's faſt friend while ſhe was good, 

And up for whigs and freedom ſtood, 

] always was; but when ſhe turn'd 

To tory Counſels, —then I mourn'd, 

To ſee the high Church and Sacheverel 

Rule. the roa, for things went never well!? 

I wheel'd. about then to old feady 

To fight his cauſe,. was always ready. 
AN.0NYMOUS- 


; 5 QUEEN ANNE perſe. 
vered in following the plan, contrived and begun 
by King. William, for reſtraining the deſtructive, 
2mbitious defigns of. Lewis 14th, and giving a 
lafting peace to Europe; her reign would have 
rivalled thoſe of our greateſt Monarchs in glory, 
and ſhe would have ſtood amongſt the foremoſt, 
in the ranks of fame. But knowing little of 
hiſtory or the conſtitution, and liſtening to evil 
counſellors, (actuated by the moſt ſordid views,) 
thoſe enemies to liberty ſoon flattered her into 
a belief, that regal authority was unlimited: 
Scenes of new power and grandeur were: art- 
fully preſented to her imagination, and ſhe was 
made to believe, that ſhe was held in reftraint 

dy ber miniſters, and der. dipnity diſhonoured. 
In 


{08} 


In conſequence of this, a change of men and 
meaſures ſoon followed; thoſe very men, whoſe 
counſels had been always ſucceſsſul, and led 
to national proſperity, were diſmiſſed. By this, 
the four laſt years of her reign not only eclipſed 
her former glory, but marked her name with in- 
famy, as the enemy to liberty, like the other 
ene of her family. 


— 


Nw we read of the - honeſt, uncorrupted 
ſervants of the crown, being turned out, (in the 
full ſenſe of the word) at a time, when the com- 
mon enemy to EUROPE, was almoſt conquered, 
which was the great object of the war, and all 
this, to make way for ſuch men as Harley and 
Bolingbroke, or others of like principles, whoſe 
fortunes were to be mended, for betraying their 
country: When we ſee, the ſuſpected, pacihc 
Duke of Ormond, placed at the head of thoſe- 
troops, which the unconquerable Marlborough 
had fo often led to victory: Troops! ſkilled in 
every part of military knowledge, but that, of 2 
retreat; — does not a kind of mournful, as well as 
honeſt indignation fill every generous breaft ?—A 
new face of affairs was ſoon to be ſeen. Notwith- 
ſtanding the warmeſt remonſtrances of our allies, 
to continue the war, and make a proper in- 
provement of the great victories we had obtain- 
ed, till a peace, ſolid and advantageous, was 


made; our troops were withdrawn. Our lau- 
rels 


We. 
cels wakared, And tho' Prince Eugene himſelf 


came to London, to rouſe a miniſtry, inſenſible 
to honour, and the faith of treaties, he returned 
unſucceſsful ; but ſhocked at our perfidy. The 
inglorious, inadequate peace of Utrecht follow- 
ed; when in all probability, another campaign, 
would have brought our victorious arms into 
the heart of France, (then almoſt exhaufted) and 
ſo have compleated the great King William's 
plan, of humbling the houſe: of Bourbon, and 
reſtoring a general, laſting tranquillity: Such a 
concurrence of happy. circumſtances in our fa- 
vour, is perhaps never again to be expected. 

We have yet reaſon to bewail ſuch treachery to 
our country, and that ſuch a peace, when in 
our power, was not eſtabliſhed, as this might 
have prevented: two moſt deſtructive expenſſre 
wars, ſince that time, and the increaſe of: ar: 

enormous national debt, now ſwelled to 4 fn 
moſt alarming to all ' conſider ate men. Oh ye 
kings and miniſters, how will ye at laſt anſwer 
for ſuch deſtruction brought on the human ſpe- 
cies, by the wantonneſs of ambition, or a paltry 
ſelf-intereſt !—Whatever riches and honours ye 
may poſſeſs, cannot- be: long enjoyed, and ye 
muſt ſoon part with them, in fear and diſhonour. - 
Il could not reſiſt this exclamation, and hope 
the reader will feel, on a ſubject ſo e 
ſo, as to ſee the propriety of it. 


INDEED;.. 
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Ix p ER D, the amazing ſucceſſes of laſt war, 
and the inglorious peace that followed in 1762, 
which in truth paſſed all underſtanding, bears 
too near a reſemblance to that of Utrecht, and 
is as big with blunders and miniſterial corrup- 
tion; as too plainly appears, by the reſtleſs pre- 
ſumption of our enemies; our fears of them; 
our being ſo eaſily alarmed by them; our pre- 
ſent half armaments. The ſmall reſꝑect paid us 
abroad, as a nation, to what we. had formerly; 
and the recent diſgraces we have ſoffered —Bur 
to go on to ſome other particulars: of this pious 
Queen's reign.——— The old. leaven began to ſhew 
itſelf, even under the Whig Miniſtry.— High- 
flown notions of prerogative, and church power 
were revived. —The. exploded doctrines of non- 
reſiſtance, and paſſive obedience, became fa- 
Mionable topics of converſation ; and at laft fa- 
_ crilegiouſly-crept into the pulpit with Dr. Sache- 
werel, of inflammatory memory, through whoſe 
Totten heart of ftone, they, were filtered, in or- 
der to poiſon the minds of the people; but they 
came forth muddy, and with an ill favour, as 
from an im pure fountain, filled with the very 
dregs of corruption. Yet, diſgraceful to relate; 


Sir Jo! n Dalrymple whoſe political economy and 
principles are well known, bids fair for being as great a 
favorite with the preſent miniſtry, as Sacheverel was 
eader Queen Anse Tory Adminiftration, 

many 
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many of _ the eſtabliſhed clergy, who gaped 


wide, for the loaves and fiſhes, in hopes of be- 
ing favourites at court, preached up thoſe 
infernal doctrines; and their baleful influence 
was widely diffuſed. It is almoſt to be regretted, 

that ſuch had not been tranſported into a coun- 


try, where the fangs of ſome tyrant, would 
have given them a feeling conviction of their 


proſtitution.— This ſhews the evil of conferring 
dignities and riches on men, whoſe chief buſineſs 


it ought to be, to ſet their own, and our affec- 


tions above this world; to be remarkable for 
the ſimplicity and ſanctity of their manners; 
their contempt of power and riches; and for 


their earneſtneſs in doing good, to the ſouls and 
dodies of men. I fear this is not always the 


caſe. The profeſſion is honourable and uſefül, 
(when detached from the ſtate and the world,) 
and they ſhould not only be ſupported by what 
would preſerve them from the cares and mean- 
neſſes of life, but with ſuch a proviſion, as is 


ſuitable to the ſcholar and the gentleman. 4t _- 


muſt, however, in juſtice be obſerved, that in 
the dangerous criſis we have been ſpeaking of, 
there were many of the clergy, who followed 
not the reverend multitude to do evil: A Burnet, 
2 Hoadly, a Clarke, with ſeveral others, who 
were an ornament to their profeſſion, muſt ever 
be excepted from the reproach of preaching ſuch 
29Arines, which are an affront to reaſon, as 

wel! 
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well as to pure, un- adulterated chiſtinnit. —On 
the contrary, they nobly ſtood up for, and de- 
fended chriſtian liberty : Exhorted earneſtly, to 
call no man maſter on earth, and to ſtand faſt 
in the liberty, wherewith Chriſt had made them 
free. The fate of Dr. Sachewerel, after his 
trial, and the triumphal proceſſion he made to 
his new living, in Wales, amidft the acclama- 
tions of a deluded populace, (to the. diſgrace of 
a free people) are generally known; but it is 
amazing that diſcourſes, ſo dull, and from ſuch 
a creature, ſhould have raiſed ſuch a ferment in 
the nation. It was plain, he was cauntenanced 
by the court, as far as decency would permit; 
-and the men who befriended him, on his trial, 
were aſterwards promoted, —The famous Sir 
Conſtantine .Phipps, being one of his counſel“, 
was billetted on poor Ireland, as her Lord Chan- 
cellor, and ſome time after made one of the 
Lords Juſtices, to the mortification of a free 
and loyal people. The miniſtry, whoſe de- 
ſigns were: to put an end to freedom of enquiry, 
in matters of government and religion, did, by 
the weight of their influence, paſs the Schiſm 
Bill; fraught with miſchief and perſecution, to 
the grief, and againſt the voice, of all free- 
minded men, of every denomination. It is re- 
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* Sir Simon Harcourt, was Vkewiſe one of the Conn. 
Jellots for Sackeverel. 
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markable, that this was effected by men, who 
had been bred up in the principle; of liberty, 


who were zealous to deſtroy thoſe very ſemina- 
ries of education, to which they were indebted 
for their knowledge and learning. 'This gives 


poſterity the worſt opinion of their ſincerity, - 
in acting contrary to the light of their minds, 


from the moſt ſordid views :— Bolingbroke, laugh- 


* 


ed at allTeligion; and the abetting this bill, to 
ſecure the church from danger, and deſtroy the 


toleration ſo freely granted at the revolution, 


marks his character, and that of Harleys, with 
the baſeſt hypocriſy, and treachery to the con- 
ſtitution. After this, the moſt ſlaviſh doctrines 
of hereditary right and paſſive obedience, were 
openly avowed, in addreſſes to the Queen, 
which too plainly ſhewed the complexion of the 


court. Thoſe who favoured the Hanover ſuc- 


ceſſion were diſgraced : But the bent of the bet- 
ter part of the nation, and a deſire to ſtand well 


with the family who was to ſucceed, kept the 


miniſtry in continual ſuſpence.—Preparations, 
however, were made, for executing purpoſes, 
well underſtood, in favour of the Pretender, 
which were happily prevented by the vigilance 
and reſolution of ſome who had been in the 


Whig Ministry, and the fears which began to 


tpread among the people. 
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Ir is at preſent amuſing, and will be ſo, to 
wife and free poſterity, to obſerve the bitter diſ- 
putes, that then took place about the Pretender's 
legitimacy : For ſurely, if he was not the ſon of 
King James, he had no right to the crown; and 
if he was, it was a ſufficient reaſon for a free 
people to exclude him, whoſe progenitors, had 


made conſtant war on their liberties, and the 


conſtitution. For my own part, I have no doubt 


of his being the real ſon; for like his father 


James, at the Boyne, he headed his troops on!y 
In their flight, and his ſon again, acted the part 
of the Royal Fugitive, at Culloden, and for ſe- 
veral months after, was ſheltered from his pur- 
ſuers, by peaſants, -whoſe faithfulneſs, when fo 
great a reward was offered for delivering him up, 
deſerves praiſe and admiration. It may be ſaid, 


this is foreign to our ſubject.— Be it ſo.—Swif? 


himſelf wrote a digreſſion, in praiſe of a digreſ- 
ſion; and as Bayes, in the Rehearſal ſays, What 
is the uſe vf a plot, but to bring in good things? 
before obſerved, the ſuſpence and irreſo- 
jution of the miniſtry, relating to the ſucceſſion : 

Their motions were cloſely watched; and there 
were ſpies upon their conduct. In conſequence 
of which, their counſels were wavering and 


: disjointed. Wiſdom and confidence had fled.— 


They diſtruſted each other, (not without cauſe) 
till at length the diſputes betwixt Lords Oxford 


and Bolingbroke, ended in hate and reſentment, 


which 


— CY 
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which hurt the Queen's health, and 8 her 
eyes, when it was too late; for ſhie ſoon after 
left the world (I moſt ardently hope, to receive 
a crown of glory) and theſe miniſters, juſtly ex- 
poſed to the ſcorn and rage of an injured peo- 
ple, and the - contempt of poſterity. — The fol- 
lowing lines were publiſhed ſoon after, and 
being out of print, I ſhall inſert them for the 
en, of the reader. 


King William weld to ſave; but this great man, 
Did by his death, leave all things in the lurch: 

How much more like a Saviour was Queen Anne, 
Who by her death—did fave both flate ahd 
| church! 

Let both their memories then be Wagafgedt | 

Uis—that he e beth becauſe—ſhe &4. 


Tu vs we Rails gont rose ſome particulars 
of a reign, the firft part of which was glorious 
and happy. In reflecting upon it, it is matter of 
wonder to fee a nation, who had lately made ſo 
noble a Rand againſt afbitrary power at the re- 
volution, and who had experienced its bleſſings, 
fo ſoon ſubmit to an encroachment on their liber- 


1 ties: That the eſtabliſhed clergy who had heen 
. enlightened by it; who faw themſelves and their 
EL religion delivered from the moſt imminent dan- 
„ gers, ſhould, ſo many of them, have fallen in 
, with the meaſures of a corrupt court, and fa- 
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t 6 3 


vour doctrines everſive of all free government, 
and rational religion. But, perhaps, it Would 
be hard to ſhew, that the meetings of any aſſem- 


bly of divines, ſince the reformation, were fa- 


vourable. to liberty in its full extent; or that the 


weight of their influence, as a body, was thrown 


into the ſcale to \ preſerve the rights of the people. 


— 


This is the more to be noticed, as they are the 
profeſſed teachers of that. truth which ſhould 


'make us free, and the avowed defenders of the 


Glorious Reformation, which ſpran from z diflent 


to the then eſtabliſhed religion, and was founded 
on the right af private judgment. The clergy 


of the Church of Scotland (in point of liberty) 


ſtand expoſed, nearly, to the fame charge ;— 


with the circumſtance. of a. leer temptniion. 
The two thouſand. minifters who Joſt their livings 


for non conformity to the church, in Charles 


the ad's reign, are no juſt objection to what is 


above aſſerted, for they were not then: the na- 


tional clergy: They, indeed, gave a nabe vi- 


dence of the ſincerity of religious principles, 
1 believed, and deeply rooted in the 


eart; and, by ſacrificing their intereſts and fa- 


milies to the dictates of their confeience, „eve a 
teſtimony ins favour of truth and, liberty: that 


ſhewed they were, in earneſt in their cauſe... It 
is true, thoſe. men had not ſounding, ütles, nor 


great benefices, but like their predeceſſers, the 


Apoſtles, were , poars and deſpiſed by many. 
What 
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What then? Virtue is amiable wherever it is 
faund: Vice and corruption deteſtable in what- 
ever ſtation. And, I believe, a good man will 


be ſaved, in or out of any church; for we are 


taught, that in each nation, he that feareth God 
and worketh righteouſneſs fhall be accepted. 
Let none think, from what has been offered, 
that J am writing againſt an order of men, be- 
cauſe they are of that order; or againſt any re- 
ligion, or church whatſoever. Bad men and 
meaſures fre only held out to view. It were 


' juſt as abſurd to infer this, as to ſay, that the 


revenue, or its laws were levelled at, when the 
corruption or avarice of its officers was expoſed. 
But, though I will not go ſo far with Dr. South, 
as to ſay, that if the number of prieſts be leſſen- 
ed, the number of conſtables muſt be increaſed; 
yet, there is no character I would mote efteem 
than a ſenſible, worthy clergyman, who is the 
friend and father of his flock ; who keeping clear 
of myſteries and barren ſpeculations, inſtructs 
them in the great duties of life, and in the prin- 


ciples of liberty and true religion, as founded 


on ſcripture, and our uncorrupted ſenſe of good 
and evil: Who examines , into their Wants; 
ſearches out, aſſiſts, and recommends modeſt ne- 
glected merit, to the opulent and generous :. 
Viſits and comforts them in diſtreſs ; compoſes 
differences, and promotes brotherly love and 
charity. This would give him the efteem: and 

T4 reſpect 
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reſpect of all men; and, what is more, an in- 
ward joy and pleaſure, which no preferment 
can beſtow. He would then be a worker tage- 
ther with God; (the moſt glorious of all employ- 
ments) and by baniſhing, as far as in him lies, 
vice and miſery from amongſt his works, would 
be a bleſſing to all around him: He would ac- 
quire .ſuch a dignity of character, as would be 
moſt honourable to religion and to himſelf. 
But, leaving theſe reflections, and the times that 
occaſioned them; — I am glad -to-retire from 
ſcenes, where liberty was ſo often trampled un- 
der foot, and her cries diſregarded. The glori- 
ous firſt of Auguſt, 1414,-reſtored this divine 
goddeſs to her- native dignity and rights, by the 
acceſſion of George the firſt, of wiſe and ſteady 
memory; who was nurſed by, and bred up un- 
der her banners. In return, he was not only 
her conſtant. protęctor, but, akvays -honoured 
and obeyed her laws: Almoſt the firſt thing he 
did, was the reſtoring the Duke of Mariborvugh) 
to bis honours, of which he had theen * 
ſtripped. The ſchiſnrbill was repealed, and the 
nation-delivered from the dread of an arbitrary 
government. He avoided King William's error, 
in endeavouring to pleaſe all parties, by which 
he was often made unhappy : He at once, gave 
his weight and influence to the men, who, 
when in power, had promoted the public wel- 
fares and made a thorough clearance of all 


thoſe 
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thoſe from his counſels, who had betrayed theit 
country. This, with the affections of a free 
people, ſeated him firmly on the throne, in times 
eritical and dangerous. His genius and magna- 
nimity were happily ſuited to the unſettled ſtate 
of his affairs. Wiſdom, fortitude, and clemen- 
cy, were the characteriſtics of this prince; in 
him the ſtateſman, ſoldier, and gentleman were 
united; the public good, his friend, or the man 
of worth never lay at the mercy of any capris 
cious paſſion. He ſaid, his maxim was, never 
to abandon his friends, to do juſtice to all the 
world, and to fear no man. Pity ſuch virtues 
do not always run in the blood, and-that they 
are not the hereditary. right of kings: None 
would oppoſe ſuch claims ; but their contentions 


now, are not about things of this ſort. Indeed, few ' 


Princes are to be compared to George tie iſt for 


his abilities and accompliſhments ; and, it were 
to be wiſhed, that his plans, his meaſures, and 
economy, had been adopted in the ſucceeding 


reign, which, though it ended happily, was ex- 
penſive, often clouded, and ſometimes inglori- 
ous and unproſperous. But George the ſecond 
was honeſt and ſincere; ſome of his miniſters 
the reverſe; the pacific Walpole, of negotiating 
memory, corrupted the native ſimplicity of the 
people, and reduced bribery to a ſcience; cor- 
ruption ſoon began to pour its baneful influence 
upon us; the torrent continues to this day, and, 
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if not Remmed, may at laſt evenowe and ſweep 
away our virtue and liberty together. By pub- 
lic virtue only can this be prevented: To effect 
which, let every man begin the work of refor- 
mation with himſelf, for on this only can the 
other be founded; here every man has it in his 
power to contribute his part to the proſperity 
of his country. By this only can we ſhew our- 
ſelves the real friends to liberty, and to the Ha- 
aover ſucceſſion. 

Ar EW obſervations on this happy event ſhalt 
conclude this paper. To a kingdom, like Great 
Britain. guarded by the ſea, the foreign domi 
nions of a prince, choſen for their King, muſt 
be admitted to be a diſadvantage, by expoſing 
us to continental wars and connexions, to the 
great increaſe of our national debt. It is, how- 
ever, but juſt to own, that Hanover is, perhaps, 
the ſpot in Europe the leaſt inconvenient to an 
Engliſb monarch. It lies, almoſt, in the heart 
of Germany, at a diſtance from the leading 
powers, who are our natural rivals. It is pro- 
tected by the laws of the Empire, as well as by 
its own arms; and its being liable to invaſions 

and the miſeries of war, on our. account, is 
ſome claim to our protection. But theſe diſad- 
vantages bear no proportion to the bleſſings en- 
joyed by the preſent ſettlement. I could eaſily 
ſhew, that a parliamentary title is preferable to 
an 
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an hereditary one: It lays aſide lineal right, and 
places a Prince on the chrone to whom birth gave 
not an immediate title. The ſure way of deſ- 
troyiag all pretenſions to the crown, was to de- 
part from the hereditary line, and chuſe a prince, 
who being plainly the man of the public, and 
receiving the crown on conditions avowed and 
expreſſed, found his authority eftabliſhed on the 
ſame footing with the rights of the people. By 
excluding the lineal heir, we ſecured all our 
conſt itutional limitations, and rendered our go- 
vernment ſtable and uniform. The people ſup- 
port monarchy becauſe protected by it: The 
monarch favours liberty, becauſe created by it. 
But: hints, only, can here be thrown out on a 
ſuhject fo extended. It is, however, to my pur- 
poſe to compare the ſtate of things at preſent, 
to what they were at the revolution, and at 
the uns vrer ſucceſſion, as we ſhall, by this, 
ſee cauſe for joy and thankſgiving. The foun- 
dations of religion, morals, and government, 
are better explained and underſtood: A free- , 
dom of enquiry. happily prevails. The ſpirit 
„of liberty, though on the decline in fome other 
countries, has gained ground with us. The” 
conſtitution is better aſcertained. The odious 
diſtinctions of Whig and Tory, amongſt pro- 
teſtants, are almoſt forgotten. TFacebiti/m is 
ſeldom heard of; and we juſt know there is 
en a man, as the Pretender, (which is not a- 
C4 miſs,) 
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miſs, ) but don't long, as formerly, to be better 
acquainted with him. Religious rage and con- 
tentions, and the: bitterneſs of party, are chan- 
ged into moderation, and a contentedneſs in en- 


joying freely our own opinions; the man's ac- 


tions, and not his religion, being what are now, 
moſtly looked at. Philoſophy, arts and ſciences, 
are much improved; but I know not, whether 
real learning and poetry have advanced. Com- 
merce, is extended, and its numerous advanta- 
ges better known. Agriculture! that moſt uſe- 
ful, delightful ſcience, has received many im- 


provements and encouragements. Our acquiſi- 
tians in America have been great; but the ad- 
vantages that might have been derived from 


them, are much leſſened, by ill- judged, arbi- 
trary impoſitions, on thoſe rough ſons of liberty, 
whole: mouths were too hard, tamely to admit 
the bridle of reſtraint on their liberties, by an 
unconſtitutional taxation, which would have 
ſtamped them with ſlavery. We have ſeen our. 
blunders in this bold, yet weak attempt, but the 
loſs ſuſtained by commerce; and the confidence. 
and affections of the people, are not eaſily re- 
covered. The oppreſſion of landlords, in this 
country, and the ſqueezing avarice of their 
agents, are driving the proteſtant inhabitants, 
in great numbers to our American ſettlements, 
where they expect a refuge from their ſorrows, 
and that a ſufficient ſhare, from the fruits of 

their 


/ 
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their induſtry, will be allowed, to make life“ 


comfortable. —This may yet produce conſe- 


quences, not at preſent attended to, as they ought.” 
But tho' we have advanced in improvements, in 


ſo many inſtances; there are others in which we 
have loſt ground. Notwithſtanding the light 


and liberty we enjoy; though religion is ſepa- 
rated from enthuſiaſm and ſuperſtition; tho? 


ſtripped of all unnatural dreſſes, and preſented 
to us in its native ſimplicity and beauty, yet an 


indifference to it prevails ;- we are unmoved by 


its charms, though the pleaſures and rewards it 


offers to beſtow, are confeſſedly ſuperior to alt 
others.—The riches and honours of this world, 
diſſipation and the love of pleaſure, carry all 


before them. The-ſhew and expence, which. 


in theſe days, attend the reſidence, of almoſt 


all our nobility and gentry in the metropolis, 


fall heavy on their indigent tenants. By this, 
the ancient country: hoſpitality is laid aſide. 
Their preſence, preſerving order, diffuſing plen: 
ty, or taſting the heart-felt joy of ſeeing num- 
bers happy under their protection, is no more. 
The lower claſs, are left a prey, to greedy re- 
ceivers, unmoved by their diſtreſs. Their wants 
are not made known; and it is now that their 
very attachment to their country, as well as 
landlords, .is ſhaken by ſuch tyranny.— At what 
ſmall expence and trouble might a man of opu- 


lence make others happy, and himſelf belov- 
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ed — Add to this, the luxury of: the- preſent 
age, in their tables, dreſſes, equipages and fur- 
niture; not to mention amuſements. Eating 
to the diſgrace of rational creatures, is reduced 
to a ſcience.— Simplicity and ſincerity, in their 
living and viſits, or polite, inſtructive converſa- 
tions at their entertainments (planned out ſolely 
for their lower appetites) are ſeldom ſeen, or 
heard. Other particulars might be mentioned, 
as very great deductions from the advantage we 
enjoy, above our fathers, (who freely bled and 
ſuffered, for what ſo many in the preſent times 
are indifferent about.)—But I have treſpaſſed 
too much on the reader's patience ;. and ſhall 
conclude by ſaying, that the abuſe of fo many 
privileges granted us by an indulgent Providence, 
though denied to other nations, ſhould be moſt. 
carefully avoided by us, as lovers of liberty, 
and of our country: For to ſpeak of this, with- 
out virtue, is the greateſt of all abſurdities. 
Indeed, the proper improvement of ſuch ad- 
vantages, and a conſtant endeavour for the 
public welfare, is the indiſpenſable W * 
n and people; and of 

HUMPHRY SEARCH, 
P. 8. The ſtatue of George the firſt, lying 
by, ſo long neglected, is diſteſpectful to the me- 
mory of this great prince. It is finely executed ; 
and there is nothing of the kind i m London m__ 
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To his Grace the DUKE of LEINSTER. 


Nunc aut nuncquam. 
My BOXED. | April 10, 1772. 


W HILST the mock patriots 
have from time to time baſely ſold their 2 
and made patriotiſm a ſtalking-horſe to power; 
vou have bravely withſtood the gilded batt; 
you ſpurned the daring: offers of Lord Townſhend * 
to corrupt your integrity; you diſdained to hold 
a ſeat at the Council- Board, when it became a 
place only for the corrupted ; when your coun-" 
try called on you, xo ile the throne ; 


when others-baſely trafficked their parliamenta- | 


ry intereſt for power, you generouſly gave your 
boroughs to the good and virtuous; you ſent a 
Huſſey and a Burgh into parltament ; your choice 
has done you honour and your country good; 

it is not to be preſumed, that the higheſt poſt in 


the law department, would influence the con- 


duct of Mr. Huſſey, whoſe only fault was vin- 
dicating his brother lawyer Judge Robinſon, who 


had violated thoſe laws which he was ſworh to 


defend ; and Mr. Burgh ſeems to value a good - 
name, beyond even a commiſſioner” s place; Sir 
2  Rillare+ 
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Bilar A and Colonel Pomeroy have 
ever been virtuous. 


Twink never was a parliament my Lord, 
fince the revolution, wherein the Iriſb conſtitu- 
tion was more dangerouſly. violated than the 
preſent, and had it not been for the reſpectable 
oppoſition made to ſome meaſures, this conſtitu- 


tion would have received. its ina doom; loaded 


with penſions, oppreſſed with taxes, encumbered 
with uſeleſs employments, nothing remained but 
the Prowf?'s and Mr. Tifdal's favourite plan of 
2 LAND and STAMP.ACT ; which would have 
been attempted this ſeſſions, but the oppoſition 
ſeemed too ſtrong; this deteſted, tyrannic ſyſtem, 
is reſerved for the next ſeſſions, by which time. 
Townſtend imagines, (it is to be hoped vainly) 


he will find certain leaders more phant ; for the 


remnants of former Hrannies, were peculiarly. 
tft for this adminiſtration to compleat. It 
would be endleſs to recount the many unconſti- 
tutional acts of this adminiſtration; the proteſt 


Was illegal, the prorogation a ſtretch of tyranny, 
the royal promiſe in reſpect of leaving 12,000 » 


effective men in this. kingdom, is violated. by 


Lord Townſhend, for there. are not 7500 our 
Parliament to their. diſgrace were cajoled into 


that ſcheme. . The commons were inſulted by . 
an altered money-bill, the royal promiſe in regard 


wa non: was reverſed; the tax (ſo much boaſt- 
ed 


1 


ed of) on n has been . diſpen- 
ſed with; employments, as uſeleſs as their p. 


ſelſors, are created, and to make thoſe employ- 
ments more grievous, Milbank and Jones are 
penſioned with Two THOUSAND ONE R Un- 


DRED AND FORTY POUNDS' A YEAR. K 
muſhroom- of a day, a wandering Scotchman,.- 


one Allen, is appointed to ſucceed Mr. Jones; 
his merit muſt be great to induce government to 


give him in fact, two thouſand one hundred a 
year, for Mr. Jones s penſion and Allen's ſalary 


amount to that ſum; the reſt of the venal ſet 
are nearly on a par with Allen, except in ſenſe 


and the art of pimping. The world is well ac- -- 
quainted withthe ſhining abilities of Mr. Staples; 


the wiſdom and experience of Mr. Tottenham, - 


and Mr. Gore's profound knowledge, are conſpi- 


cuous, their eloquence: and oratory: in parlia= - 
ment have long proved their knowledge of the 


conſtitution and the laws of the land. Some 


men loſe their character for ſome advantage i in 


a 


pecuniary. matters, but Mr. Gore is more pliant 
and generous, he deſerted the cauſe of his coun- 


try to rank with Allen, Maſon and Waller 
There was a time when the name of Gore: was 


reſpected, but that time is paſt, never more to 
return in this age; 


has.deferted his conſtituents, 


Han 


even the Leitrim member 
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Hap other powerful men in the oppoſition 


acted with the manly reſentment your xOBLE 


ox did, at the inſult offered to parliament by the 


commiſſioners accepting of their offices, the de- 
linquents would have been expelled, and that moſt 
juſtly, but other men are not ſwayed by the 
ſame diſintereſted principles your Grace is ;- 
it is rumoured that one of them has made his 
e eternal diſgrace) with Lird Townſbend. 


Now, my Lord, the time is drawing near, 
the 5th of May is quick advancing ; call on the 
powerful leaders (of part of the oppoſition, for 
there are many, I truſt very many men in the 
oppoſition, who are not the property of any 
gentleman) and demand a categorical anſwer 
from them, viz. whether they will ſteadily ſup- 
port the conſtitution during the remaining part 
of this ſeſſions ; put them to the trial of aſſuring. 
your Grace under their hands, that they intend 
to collect their whole force againſt the meeting, 
otherwiſe they will remain uſeleſs at their farms, 
Requeſt the owner of Caftle-martyr to quit his 
hoſpitable manſion for a few days, let him bring 
Mr. Townſend, Mr. St. Ledger, Mr. Kearney, 
and the reſt of his worthy friends; if he denies 
it, your Grace muſt conclude, the terms are made, 
and that he has abuſed your confidence. The 
hongur of parliament, the welfare of the king- | 

dom, 


UC 8 1 
dom, the loyal citizens of Dublin, all call for 
your powerful aid; one hour loft at the next 
meeting, may never be regained ; luke-warm- 
neſs in a public cauſe is an unpardonable crime. 


Tu xt cannot be: a doubt. of your: Grace's 
patriotic ſpirit; you will make your offspring 
by your example, an ornament and a blefling to 
your country, and your children will appear the. 
children of the public; the faithful citigens of 
Dublin will remember the father's ſervices unto 
the third and fourth generation. 


How different from your Grace's conduct has 
that of Lord Tyrone been! He proteſted againſt 
certain acts, he declared himſelf a patriot, he 
was as violent in oppoſition to government as his 
moderate underſtanding permitted him; he fign=- 
ed a proteſt, in the forming of which, he had 
not the leaſt ſhare, and many doubt whether he. 
ever read it; his oppoſition was only to raiſe his 
price; at length, one of his brothers was made 
a Commiſſioner, who wanted to obtain the 
Speaker's chair, but the houſe was not as-yet fo - 
compleatly abſurd as to chooſe him; he wanted 
a Biſhopric for the other brother, but govern--- 
ment {for once) rewarded merit, by preferring . 
Doctor Mann; though it is ſcarcely to be cre- 
dited, yet it is a known fact, that all the late 
turnings-out were in confequence of Lord Ty-- 
rone's 


[40 1 


rone's pretending that he had TEN votes in the 
Houſe of Commons; for which deception the 
Britiſh miniſtry. have ſeverely cenſured Lord 
ene 


A ÞEOPLE long enſlaved are thereby render- 
ed wholly unacquainted with the means neceſſary 
for their defence and preſervation ; Rome upon 
the expulſion of the Targuins, as yet entire in 
its virtue; was able not only to aſſert, but to 
maintain its liberty; in vain were the ſucceeding. 
_ tyrants deſtroyed, the: ſpirit of liberty was loft 
by their being ſo long accuſtomed to live under 
oppreſſion; and not a patriot left, who enter- 
rained a thought of reſtoring the commonwealth z 
when any nation comes to this degree of dege- 
neracy it is incapable of liberty, and at beſt, can 
only ſhift from one tyranny to another; and 
thould a Ca To or another Lo cs ariſe to im- 
poſe freedom on his fellow citizens, it would, 
upon their death, vaniſh like a dream; the re- 
calling the dormant ſpirit of liberty, the ſup- 
porting what little is left of the conſtitution; the 
expulſion of certain offenders, the laying our 
reiterated grievances before the 2hrone, the fix- 
ing of the timorous, the prevention of ignomi- 
nious jobbs by bafer compromiſes are all reſerv- 
ed for your Grace, in whoſe hands the fate of 

this injured country now remains. 


„ | I 54 abt” 


Far ] 


1 $HALL conclude this letter, with aſſuring 
your. Grace, that it is wrote by- a: ſincere and- 
ſteady friend to you and the conſtitution ; and 
the writer is convinced, it will have a fair and 
eandid conſideration; the danger is preſſing, 
and your Grace can make your aid as expeditious. 


In a few poſts I ſhall addreſs another letters 


ro. yaur Grace, in the mean time remain 
Yours andthe public's fies - 
BRUTUS: 


LETTERV 


To kisGrace the Donn of Liz1noTus. 


1 will a tale unfold. 
Mr Loy! / | May 1 15 1772. 


S | 
| Br the reports ſpread abroad, 
it is ſaid that your Grace, like a friend to your 


country, called on Lord Shannon to ſupport this 


ſinking nation, and that you find he has made 
his terms of bartering his intereſt for the preca- 


rious hopes of ſucceeding. to the employment 
at 
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at preſent held by the Earl of Belvidere; your 
Grace has now found him like his father's ſon, 
deſerting that ceuſe, he for a time maintained; 
neither your Grace or the public can ever truſt 
him more. | Tyrone and Shannon will be proper 
names to convey the idea of treachery and cor- 
ruption to ſucceeding ages; the wiſdom of the 
latter ſomewhat exceeds that of the former, who 
could barely keep his eſtate, by being a #hrryy- 
/ixth part of a degree above the capacity of the 
late Lord ELy. The court ſeems to be ſure of 
ſucceſs in all its meaſures ; they carried the al- 
tered. revenue-bill, which partly. eſtabliſhes the 
new board, contrary to the repeated declara- 
tions of the houſe; they will carry the vote of 
credit, and at length annihilate every good act 
done this ſeſſions. It may be in the body poli- 
tic as it is in the body natural, when one mem- 
ber becomes rotten, the reſt are not ſaund; 
Since Shannon has plainly deſerted the cauſe of 
liberty, try his relation Mr. Ponſonby, call on 
him to aſſiſt your worthy ſquadron before this 
ſeſſion cloſes; already ſuſpicions gain ground 
no manly reſolutions have been propoſed by him 
ſince the receſs, he appears every day in the 
houſe, but he does not appear with his quondam 
phulanx. I am convinced no terms have as yet 
been made with him, therefore ſeize the lucky 
moment, and call on him for his uſual power- 
ful friends to ſupport your nable ſon and your 


country:; 
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country; which country now calls for your 


aſſiſtance, I gave your Grace this alarm ſome 
weeks ago; obſervation has verified my ſuſpicions. 
There are, probably ſeveral things of moment 


to come on before this ſeſſion is over. A call of 


the houſe is appointed for Monday next, on 


which day, Sir Edward Newenham has declar- 


ed, he intended to enquire into the cauſe pf ſe- 
veral bills being dropped in the privy council. 
There is a vote of credit to be demanded to pay: 
thoſe mercetiaries, who have not as yet receiv- 
ed their wages; there is an addreſs to be moved 
for to return thanks for the many injuries this 
kingdom has received under the auſpices of Lord 


Townſhend's adminiſtration. The eyes of the 


public are waiting with impatience to ſee thoſe 
generous patriots that are able and willing to de- 
ſend this nation: Your Grace ſtands foremoſt on 
the liſt of real patriots; your actions have al- 


ways coincided with your words. Call upon 


Mr. Ponſonby, and demand his hearty aſſiſtance; 
if he refuſes to collect his friends, rank him 
with Shannon and Tyrone, par nobile fratrum; 
he is not as yet doubted, but your Grace's admo- 


nition will oblige him to appear in his proper 


colours; a wavering friend is a latent enemy. 
In the few remaining days of this ſeſſions many 
oppreſſive acts may be done; it is of abſolute 
and immediate neceſſity that your Grace ſhould 
exert your powerful influence. If it ſhould 

> happen. 
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happen that you fail therein, you wilt remain 


- 


recorded to poſterity, as having exerted your 


utmoſt efforts to oppoſe the enſlaving of your 
country. 


I am a citizen that ove twice e che 
intereſt of the city, by ſupporting the election 
of the Marquis of Kildare; we are in the great- 
eſt dread, that by the falling off of Lord Shan« 
non, that every good act done in the Houſe of 
Commons this ſeſſion will either be repealed or 
rendered uſeleſs, by an ADDRESS. 


Jam, my Lord, 


Your Grace's and the public's friend, 


: BRU TUS. 


LET. TER. 


las) ha | mb tac 
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L E T -T E R vn. 
To Loxp TOWNSHEND. 
An Hiſtory of the Lord Lieutenants of Ireland. 


And different Vi Iceraye wafted ver © 
To make us happy—more and more. 
MiscELLany Pokus. 


My Lon p, 


1 DO not (like others) draw my 
pen againſt you, in wrath, but only to make a 
few flouriſhes, before we begin our rejoicings 
for your. departure, ſo narrowly watched, and 
earneſtly longed for, by all men who are not 
intereſted in your remaining longer here. I am 
a plain ſpoken man, but on the-lide of liberty 
and my country, as my other writings ſhew. 
I hope your Lordſhip will juſt glance this letter 
over, as it differs materially from all you have 
received; and if you comply with what J ſhall 
afterwards adviſe, your honour and; ſafety may 
be prometed by it. Though, I believe, there 
has been more ſaid againſt you, than was de- 
ſerved, yet I have kept out of the way of your 
iron. flail, with which on ſome occaſions, you 
have laid about you ſo -unmercifully, at the 
friends 
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friends of liberty. Poor Sir Edward Neaben- 


Bam, being within the reach of your military 
arm, got the laſt ſore wipe from it. You thraſh- 


ed his corn with it for your own uſe, and left 
him nothing for his innocent children, but the 


huſks and chaff. This, my very good Lord, 
was wrong, (as all robbery is) becauſe he only 
followed the honeſt dictates of his heart, in the 
Houſe of Commons, which the conſtitution al- 


ways fuppoſes, as well as every wirtuous chief 


Governor of Ireland. By this he ſhewed that 
he preferred a clear conſcience to a clear eſtate; 
but perhaps your Excellency and he may differ 


in this, as in other matters. This, however, 


with other particulars, I ſhall paſs over, intend- 
ing to go out of the beaten track, in order to 
amuſe your Lordſhip, as well as to keep you in 
countenance, by the help of good company. 
You know, my Lord, that in private life, before 
girls are married, they are all {weet, good na- 
tured creatures, every one of them better than 
another: From whence then come all the bad 
wives? — The tranſition from this is eaſy, to our 
Lords Lieutenants; who are ſent here to take 
care of our intereſts—along with their own. 
By the many excellencies and virtues aſcribed to 
them before they arrive; by all their fair ſpeeches 
after; and their promiſes and ſeeming anxiety 
for the linen trade, and charter ſchools; you 
would imagine that Ireland would be filled with 

riches 
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riches and proteſtants immediately ; and that 
they had no other view in coming amongſt us, 


but our own welfare, juſt as a Biſhop has 


about the good of fouls, when he is conſecrated. 
But expertence has taught us, that they come 
here only to pluck our Jriſb geeſe, which are 
much plumper and fatter than the We} ones: 
When their neſts are well feathered, they gene- 
rally themſelves and their friends live on the tit 
bits, leaving us nothing but the gibblets, or a 
lean tough thigh, now and then. There is, how- 
ever, one of your Excellency's fraternity, that 

muſt be always. excepted from this charge. I 
need hardly name Lord Chefterfield, after ſay- 


ing this; he was both impartial and generous: - 


He fairly gave us cut about, and very often a 
piece of the wing and breaft. The reaſon was, 
he loved this poor, proud, hoſpitable country, as 
well as his eaſe and joke; which he knew would 
ſoon be interrupted, if jobbers were tobe his 
Privy Counſellors. He freely ſpent all he got, 
and more amongſt us, and would have chearfully 
taken his pot and pipe with an honeſt fellow, 
whether he expected any ſervices from him or 
not: Nor did he ever once offer an affront to his 
honour or underſtanding, by tampering with his 


honeſty, Indeed he was with us at a very eriti- 


cal time, but he both reaſoned and laughed us 
into good humour. I fear that had your Excel- 
lency's military coarſe arm been ſtretched over 
ö | us, 
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-us, at that juncture, confuſion. and cutting of 


throats would have followed. But alas! we 


got but juſt a glimpſe of one patriot Lord Lieu- 
tenant: ('This ſounds oddly at preſent.) He 
was quickly torn from us. We parted with hin 
in ſorrow; but he left behind a laſting monu- 
ment of himſelf, in the hearts of all wiſe and 
good men. We have always too had his good 
word in our favour when a proper opportunity 
offered. He made us for ſome little time lay 


aſide our diſlike to birds of prey and paſſage. 


And fince 1 have gone ſo far, I will give your | 
Excellency a ſhort ſketch of his ſucceſſors down 
to the happy zra of: your own arrival. You 
know Lord Harrington ſucceeded. .. He went, I 


think, by the name of the old woman, in the 


Caſtle, and ſoon began to jobb and play pranks, 
when he could only hobble to do miſchief. He 
afterwards baniſhed that firm patriot your friend 
Lucas—for defending the liberty of his country. 
But many infirmities- of body and mind, the 
gout, and hatred of the people, delivered us 
from this ſtate nuiſance. I know not whether 
ever he ſaw the inſide of one of our churches, 
except to qualify him to do evil. His Grace of 
Dorſet appeared next upon the ſtage. He had 
figured here before in ſeveral characters; and 
played cat and pan, ſo palpably in the teſt act 
affair, that his ſincerity was called in queſtion. 
But he had his puffers at work, who ſpoke of 

. him 
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kim as the eaſy fine gentleman, the patron of 
genius and of arts, and all this becauſe his father 
or grandfather had wrote a few middling verſes. 
He was indeed, a ſmooth fair-ſpoken man, 
knew the intrigues of courts, but being of the 
ſpaniel- kind, he was trained to fetch and carry 
by Sir Robert Walpole, and ſoon made a moſt 
pliable courtier. He failed not, however, to 
make*the moſt. of his office. But coming over 
again in 1753—the cloven foot at laſt appeared, 
The alarm was inſtantly ſounded, and no won- 
der; for he came rather in the character of an 
agent or ſollicitor, than as a chief governor;z— 
for he would either have our money from us, 
whether we would or not, or prevent our mak- 
ing uſe of it without his maſter's conſent. This 
we thought hard; and hatred and jealouſy ſoon 
ſucceeded to fo abſurd and unjuſt an attempt. 
Guilt, as uſual, my Lord, made a coward of him, 
and at laſt he thought himſelf ſafeſt in the Caſtle. 
But his fon Lord George, the celebrated hero, 
whom all the Engliſh and French forces, were 
not able to move from his ſtation; he! who fo 
firmly ſtood his ground on the plains of Minden, 
had not the courage to face our reſentment, but 
unlike a ſoldier, ſneaked off at midnight, becauſe 
his deeds were evil. Let this be a warning gun 
to all future Secretaries. The Marquis of Har- 
rington ſucceeded -I may ſay well; for he was 
ſent to ſow diviſions among the friends of liberty, 
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and indeed reaped a plentiful harveſt. The pa- 
triotic Phalanx that had ſtood its ground ſo long, 
unſhaken, againſt the Dorſet artillery, pointed 
at our liberties, by an ambitious eccleſtaſtic 
(who was likewiſe a well-bred man) at laſt was 
broken and diſperſed, by the treachery and co- 
vetouſneſs of their truſty general, (as they 
thought) old Roger Boyle, of ftinking memory; 
after which he retreated with great diſgrace, and 
ſunk into a peerage and penſion together. He 
was, ſoon after, thrown aſide as lumber in the 
Houſe of Lords. He had been bred a jockey 
in his younger days, and he carried a ſpice of 
his profeſſion along with him through every de- 
partment in which he was placed. It was in- 
deed matter of wonder, how he had fo readily 
flung himſelf into the ſaddle of government, and 
acquired ſuch rule and confidence. Some fay 
he pitched himſelf into it by tricks, though it 
muſt be allowed he was no conjurer. Nattira- 
lifts are of opinion, that of all characters that 
of a jockey runs moſt in the blood. This J 
think is verified in the inſtance before us, for the 
little Earl his ſon, ſtill loves the crack of the 
whip. When the leading ftrings were taken off 
him by his father's death, he was but a poor 
ſcholar, and ſet up for himſelf on a very ſmall 
ſtock of knowledge; he ſoon found that this 
would not enable him to cut a figure in the fort 


of buſineſs he intended to follow; he then low- 
| ered 


1 } 
ered his top-ſails, and dwindled into what is 
termed a moderate man, in ſtill political life. 


He wanted to ſtand well with all parties, and 


might properly be called the coalition colt, with 
a little leaning to his oats and liberty. He ſuc- 
ceeded better this way, and ſoon became popu- 
lar, as the political troops he had under his 
command had gone over to the fide of freedom, 
and joined the corps of that denomination in 
every ſkirmiſh. He then blazed out in the flame 
of patriotiſm, and fought for a while manfully, 
under the banners of General Ponſonby, his 
father-in-law. I need not fay he was then on 
the oppoſite fide to your Lordſhip; he was 
thought to be a dangerous enemy, having the 
command of the artillery, which you, my Lord, 
wiſely judged might be pointed againſt the ene- 
mies to liberty ; and of conſequence; reach your 
Excellency's head quarters. You, therefore 
prudently diſplaced, and ſuddenly drove_ him 


from the ramparts. His anger and reſentment - 


were for ſome time great, but of that looſe 
bluſtering kind, which ſhewed to the penetrat- 
ing eye of your Lordſhip, that it might be ſoon 
appeaſed : He was alſo known to have jockey 
blood in him: This determined you, my Lord, 


to attack him on the weak ſide ; for you rightly 


conjectured that you would ſoon have him, by 
coming up to his price, as well as his troop of 
mercenaries: A wag of your finger brought 


D 2 him 


—— 


% * 2 * d l 
_ = | 
. Ll 
= l _— 
1 7 
2 He 
5 2 
# 7 N 
p 2 \ 
7 be: = 
C? 5 
18 
0 31 217 . 
3d >" Þ 7 
4 A 
| ty 
4 1 = 
* 7 
25 A « 
# q 
. 8 . KV 
Y G 8 
+ t' 35 
TT 4 Ty 
; 1 
17 { 4 
IF 
- 4 A. 
p 1 6 
. [ 
» F Lad 
3 2 
3 7. 
o 3 » 
4 1 5 | 
F 
* i 
” + 
n = 
195 x - 
19 
1 l 
* Ir 
15 0 
4 1 7 
| 
\ 3 Þ I | 
4 
1 1 
p 1 4 
54 1 
*. 8 - Wa 
1 
L p 1 
** 
4 9 77 
ft þ [ \ 
bh 4 4 
1 > : 
4 ' 
, 1 RS 
7 = n 
4* 
4 "* 
* * £1 FJ 
i 
11 
11 
1 NK 
1 YL 
* 7 7 
. 7 1 n L 
1 = 4 [ 
+ 19 4 
þ \ 
Man 
: 1 
0 . is 
1 
ws 
„ | of 
* 1 iy 
% 9 o l 
«| 0 
| 158 £0 
1 2 
2 1 ? 1 
* 2 4 
1 uy 
: 1}. a 
19 
nnn 
14 * 
+ 38; 'TÞ+ 
1 ? i x 
Fa 4 52.8 
| T8095 tft 
x Ty + ' \% 
1 4 
1 , l l 
g * 1 
4 #7 \ J Fl 
i . 2 Ul 
þ{ * mn F 
1 * 
4 14 
I a4 4 
0 l y 
BK = * BY © 
2 Wy 
C | 1 
' N 
14 34 
ö ; . 
11 
1 
7 
p 
1 ; i 
i FE) 
i Fl 
J | 
0 j 
; 
* 
1: 1 
a ts 
1 
4 4 4 
j * | \ 
1 
' pb i \ 
W782 Z 
= 1 
by 
1 l * 

"1 N 

' $1 

4 * 

144 4 
. p G 

| 0 d » 

I - 
. 

'Y * 
. pi 17 n 
| 1 
4 1 79 

* 4 
1 [ 1 4 8 7 

d 52 
718 
5 
4 
* 
. 4 * 


IS © 
4 
4 
FT: 
1 
1 
3 
1 
| 4 
i ; 
1 
— 2FXY 
. 
1 11 
bt 
: . 
i 
þ 
x1 


Con) TS 
* 
7 


hs 1 
him to | negotiate 3 and he ſoon capitulated for 
himſelf, his dependants, and the liberties of his 
country. Your Excellency may now ride him, 
when, and where you pleaſe ; feed him but well 
and he will ſtick at nothing; you may lay by 
your ſpurs, for he will run any length with you 
without them, through thick and thin, over 
hedges and ditches, away he goes, nothing will 
ſtop him, but a tight rein kept over him by 
your Lordſhip, which will be found very neceſ- 
ſary, as he is ſomewhat hard mouthed, apt to 
run reſty, and has the ſame kick in his gallop 
old Roger had; by which, if not well handled, 
he may throw your [Excellency in the dirt, or 
run with you into a bog, where you 'may both 
ſtick, for the public diverſion. —Here I ſhall leave 
you for the preſent, and go on with my hiſtory, 
which, like the adventure of the bear and fid- 
dle, in Hudibras, is broke off in the middle by 
this political Judas, who, it is feared, either has, 
.tinged or will tinge the honour of his father-in- 
law, or cool the ardor of his zeal, of which there 
were ſome ſlight appearances when the forces 
were laſt muſtered in the Houſe. The Duke of 
Bedford was the next who raiſed our expecta- 
tions, by the greatneſs of his family, fortune, 
and mfluence. He had, likewiſe, made a few 
ſtudied ſpeeches in the Houſe of Lords, and his 
- wiſdom was ſpoken of by thoſe who firſt arriv- 
ed to ſpeak the prologue in his favour. His 


being 
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being a deſcendant likewiſe, of the glorious 
Lord Ruſſel, beſpoke a friend to liberty, and 
gave him reverence and favour among the peo- 
ple. He ſtept forth with theſe advantages; but 
his ſhewing an early diſlike of a derived com- 
pliment from Lord Ruſſell, was no good omen 


in his favour. He ſoon began to carry it with 


an high hand ; at Jaſt, finding us a nut hard to 
crack, he ſwore, bullied, and cajoled in turns. 
He was plump and well fed, and had full cof- 
fers of his own, yet he picked up his crumbs 


here very induſtriouſly, both at the treaſury and 
gaming table : This put him in good humour,. 


and he began to ſtroak and coax us a little: He 


alſo gave us ſome good laws, which made us let. 


him ſwagger a little more than we otherwiſe 


would. His deſigns however, we ſuſpected to- 
be. deep and deſtructive: Fame ſounded this with. 
her loudeſt trumpet, inſomuch that the Pimlico 


Parliament iſſued forth, to the terror and pacih- 


cation of his Grace, who had not been uſed to 
that kind of reaſoning he knew. they would 
make uſe of, fince his adventure. at Litchfield 


races, where Rigby laid the foundation of his 


future advancement. He ſoon after this prepar- 


ed for flight: Fear gave. him wings; he then 
crept down the private ſtairs, and the back door 
being ſoftly opened, he took flight for Dunleary 


through bye ways. It is not improbable but his 


example will be followed by ſome of his ſuc- 
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ceffors. He hardly. ever got the better of the 


fright and diſgrace; (for he was very proud) 
and it is thought, that terror accompanied him 
here lately, when the Chancellorſhip of the 
College was proſtituted by his minion, And Vs. 
Our Univerſity could then boaſt of a gambler 
for its Chancellor, and of a rake and libertine 
for its Provoſt, Happy ſeminary of learning 
and virtue! But liberty had been baniſhed from 
the walls of it before; and it is no wonder that 
virtue and honour ſoon followed. My reaſon 
for ſaying that ſerror had accompanied his Grace 
in this laſt expedition was, that he was ſmuggled 
both in and ont of Dublin as being contraband 
goods. I remember your Excellency paid him a 


fate vijit in his cloſe quarters, at the Provoſt's 


houſe. But hold! who comes next?— The ve- 
ry quintefcence of courteſy and good breeding, 
Lord Falifax, himſelf. He looked on almoſt 
all his predeceſſors as rough, unſkilfal bunglers: 

His intention was, by ſeeming eaſe and difinte- 
reſtedneſs, to cut our throats with a feather - 


He had addreſs, and' Was cunning; but the Irith 


are ſharp-ſcented animals; we ſoon began to 
ſmoak him, and alſo his ſingle ſpeech Secretary. 
In ſhort, he promiſed every thing, and did no- 
thing. His adminiſtration ended with a parcel 
of fulſome compliments betwixt him and the 
Commons, reſpecting four thouſand pounds ad- 


ditional ſalary clapped to the old eſtabliſhment : 
He 


[ 
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He could not think of accepting it, though eve- 
ry one knew he refuſed it as Cæ ſar and Cromwell 
did the crowns. He, however, ſucceeded to 
his with, though they did not. Nay, he even 
degraded us ſo low as to make us pay with our 
own money the miſtreſs of his infamous pleaſures. 


I ſhall conclude this letter in the words of the 
poet, on that occaſion, viz. n 


When H—lifax in ſpeech fo witty, 

So pointed, plauſible and pretty, 

Refus'd the commons courteous offer, 
To add ſome thouſands to his coffer ; 

His private feelings he conſulted, 
From whence this generous act reſulted, 
The fame of which will crown his glory, 
Immartal in Hibernian nas 4 £77 

For ſure ſuch bounty ne'er was known, 
To eaſe our wants, he bore his own : 
What though beneath a borrow'd name, 
To Donaldſ—n! Enchanting dame! 

He grants a penſion, at ouR CosT, 

His Excellency yet may boaſt, 

That quite conſiſtent with himſelf, 
Whether he fave, or waſte our pelf 3 
He's what the beſt would fain arrive at, 
Still rubd by what HE FEELS IN PRIVATE. 


(To be continued.) 
D4 LETTER 


[ 56 J 
L ET T E R VI 
: To. Lo TOWNSHEND. 
An Hiſtory. of the Lords Lieutenants of Ireland. 


(Continued from our loft.) 


And different Viceroys wafted o'er 
To make us happy—more and more. 
M1$SCELLANY PoEMs. 


My Loxp; 


; HE honeſt, ſhewy, elegant 
Nirthumberlauid; next dazzled us with the bril- 


| hancy of his appearance. His Dutcheſs was a 
jolly dame, the pink of courteſy and good breed- 
ing: She eclipſed all her predeceſſors in the 
grandeur and richneſs of her dreſs and equi- 
page. Peace and plenty, hoſpitality and a ge- 
nerous magnificence reigned through every apart- 
ment of the Caſtle. Feſtivity, mirth, gaiety and 
good humour were every where to be ſeen in 
the palace: our nobility and gentry were united; 
they met there as friends and neighbours, to re- 
joice, and not like ſpies, as in later. days. The 
weekly balls, the becoming profuſion, in dreſs 
and luxury on birth days, kept us alive. Trade 

flouriſhed. ; 
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flouriſhed ; our ſhops were crouded ; the manu- 
facturers were encouraged, and made caſy and 
happy by their induſtry. Want and poverty 
retired, as aſhamed under the ſun-ſhine of ſuch 
an adminiſtration. What a falling off, my Lord, 
at preſent—but I ſpare you, though you here 
lie ſo expoſed to be ſtruck at. No civil diſſen- 
tions, then, prevented the meeting of our great 
people together ; nor had they occaſion to carry. 
their money abroad, to look for amuſement. . 
The reign of pleaſure and of gaiety—was in 
Dublin. Our Theatres, Gardens, and public 
Charities, all partook of its happy influence. 
The Earl ſpent all he received amongſt us, and 

| likewiſe. ſeveral thouſands of his own fortune. 
(Go then! my Lord, and do likewiſe, at leaſt in 
part.)—lIt is no wonder that he left us univer- 
fally. regretted and beloved; and never, I fear, 
to gladden us again with his preſence. The 
Northern part of this kingdom was then diſturb- 
ed, by perſons, called Oak Boys, but they were 
diſperſed without any conſiderable expence, or 
military parade, and above all, without fram- 
ing any Jaw deſtructive to our liberties. The 
contraſt, to all this ſcene of happineſs, took 
place, when the ſober, ſim Hertford arrived 
The dawn was overcaſt—Mirth and generous 
hoſpitality /our at the very name.. His many 
private virtues were trumpeted by a precurſor, 
as uſual, before he appeared ;—Indeed juſtly, -. 

D 5 for 
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for he brought no other along with him. He 
contradicted, however, an eſtabliſhed 'rule in 
morals, which 1s, that the virtues are cloſe al- 
lies to each other, and oppoſite to vice. We 
have here an inſtance to the contrary in real life ; 
for avarice proved friendly to temperance, and 
temperance in return was the ſame to avarice. 
They aſſiſted one another. A ſtrict economy, 
too, joined to theſe, made up the triumvirate, 
that ruled his houſhold. The order and ſilence, 
the frugality and vigilance of a private family 
were to be ſeen in the palace. His paraſites 
held theſe out as an example to our nobility and 
gentry; but had it univerſally taken place, 
trade would have been ruined- public ſpirit 
damped— and our money carried off to ſcenes 
more inviting. He infiituted a faving, inſtead 
of a ſinking fund in the Cattle. The green cloth 
table ceaſed to be crouded, as formerly ; the 
Battle-Axes fell away, and what is worſe, the 
money that uſed to flow through the different 
channels of trads, was quite ſtopt, and hoard-. 
ed up to cultivate the private virtues. This 
parſimony threw him into contempt, and as the 
vulgar, my Lord, will crack their jokes even on 
great folks, he went among them by the name 
of Save-all. He was indeed unfortunate in ſuc- 
ceeding to the Northumberland magnificence ;. 
but though deeply mortified, he quietly pock- 
eted our affronts and money together, and pre- 
| pared 
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pared to depart. This he dreaded for many 
weeks, and it was ſaid, ſweat at the very 
thoughts of it, (ſo pleaſe your Lordſhip) 
But his pride was touched, and he determined 
to ſacrifice his avarice a little to it, for once, 
rather than make a ſneaking exit, like ſome of 
his predeceſſors, ſo unſuitable to the dignity of 
his ſtation. He then concluded to ſmooth his 
paſſage to the water fide, by a donation of 200l. 
—to the poor of Dublin, and ſome drink to the 


Liberty Boys: His ſafety was concerned, and 


it was an evidence, of that prudence, which 
marks his character. The neceſſary tools were 


ſoon engaged to clear the way, one of them, 1 
not à Knight, but a 


think was made No 
Juſtice of the Peace; and his Excellency eſcap- 


ed untouched, through many groans and hiſſes, 


and got clear off. His laſt appearance here, 


was rather incog, and very unlike the free, un- 


daunted air and confidence, which a conſciouT- 
neſs of deſerving well from the public inſpires. 


_ Tavs, my Lord, I have given you a_cata- - 
logue of your brethren, yourſelf included, for 


25 years ſhall not recapitulate to your Lord- 
ſhip, the particulars of your own adminiſtration. 
They are too recent and affecting: And they 


have been often laid before the public in a way, 


not ſo decent, as I could have wiſhed, Nor 
would it be ſo polite in me, to tell you, in per- 


fon,” 
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fon, fo many diſagreeable truths, which your 
heart and -conſcience, without ceremony, muſt 
remind you of, every hour of your life. But if 
no abler pen, ſhall hereafter take up the honeſt 
talk, I may perhaps, when. you have a while 
boaſted of your intrepidity and ſucceſs here, in 
London; when you have expatiated on the. dif- 
ficulties and wonders of your Iriſh campaign, as 
you did on thoſe performed at Quebec (where 
you, in vain endeavoured to pluck the laurels, 
from the brow. of the immortal Wolfe to whoſe 
vaſt, undiſputed merit, you only gave the faint 
praiſe of envy) I ſay when you have fully expa- 
tated on your ſervices to the public, and ſhew- 
ed the diſgraceful fulſome certificate (to them- 
ſelves) of our Lords and Commons, for your. 
good behaviour, I may then tranſmit you an. 
abſtraQ of your long and memorable adminiſtra- 
tion, true and undiſguiſed. We now ſuppoſe 
your government over us almoſt happily or un- 
happily ended—The quotient, on caſting up the 
fam total, appears to be an overgrown, unna- 
tural, increaſing national debt, in a time of peace, 
with an intimation from your ſpeech, that more 
may be wanted: This pillaged country has re- 
ceived, comparatively but little real benefit from 
it. It was incurred chiefly by penſions, corrup- 
tion long practiſed, bribes and jobs without num- 
her, given to national traitors, to aſſiſt in over- 


turning our liberties. The hurtfulneſs of this 
1 85 
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dead weight to a confined commerce, to public - 

credit, to the convenience of our merchants, in 

getting their bills and notes diſcounted, is too 

evident to need. illuſtration. Along with this, 

we have a divided nobility and gentry - peace 

and good neighbourhood deſtroyed, trade and 

credit at the loweſt ebb- our manufacturers lan- 
guiſhing, for the want of that ſpirit, which aroſe 

from harmony and mutual communication and 
confidence. Diſcontents and murmurings every 

where; the public tranquillity diſturbed by rioDts/ 

and diſorders, occaſioned chiefly. by the Great; 

and the freedom of our conſtitution ſtruck at, 

to remedy theſe evils. This, my Lord, appears ; 

to be our preſent ſtate ;—and of conſequence, 

after all you have coſt us, it is too plain, that 

you will leave us in a worſe: condition than you 

found us. We really had a good opinion of you 

when you came amongſt us, though ſome proud 

ſpirits were. piqued, at having the tail of the 

Engliſh nobility ſent to rule over us. But it is. 

the man, and not the title we want. Had you 

been contented to have enjoyed the .ſcenes. of 

folly and intemperance, or thoſe of gallantry -- | 

and debauchery, in private, without ſtriking at 1 

our liberties and purſes; the fooliſh, kind heart- 

ed, hoſpitable people of this country, would: 
have overlooked your exceſſes this way, and on- 
ly called you an honeſt, jolly, drunken fellow. 

They love mirth and. jollity, when joined to ho- 
neſty, 
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neſty, 4 2 regard to old Ireland: Nor wilf” 
they ever fall out with any one for a trifle, or 
even a little gallantry; for as the true-born 
Iriſhman ſays, the lifting of the linen, and making 
cuckolds, are the only free trades we have left 
us. But I had almoſt forgot, my Lord, amid ſo 


many particulars, what I had to propoſe for 


your. honour and ſafety before you go hence. I 
have already mentioned, that even the co 
mical Lord Hertford purchaſed his eſcape from 
this kingdom, at the low price of 200l: to the 
poor of different pariſhes, and a little ale or 
whiſkey to the huzzaers. It was a cheap pur. 
chaſe, my Lord, conſidering what might have 
happened, without it. What ſuch a prudentia! 
nan gave, will be no pattern to your Excellency. 
Beſide, you have fleeced this almoſt exhauſted 


country of near ten times the ſum he did; 2000 


from you will but be in proportion. Vou may 
then clear out publicly. The ſoldiers need not 
even line the ſtreets. After the poor in the dif- 
ferent pariſhes have received 15001. — (which in 
truth would be but a trifle among them all) the 
other 300l. might be divided betwixt the Blue- 


Coat Hoſpital, and the widows of the Hearts of 


Steel, who have ſuffered, and will ſuffer 0 
deeply by the new law, that will mark wit 
diſgrace your Excellency's adminiſtrations The 
old Hoſpital men wil} likewiſe be proper ob- 
zedts of your protection, in ordering their juſt 
demands 
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demands to be fully paid them. They are a 

ſhred as it were of your own coat and profeſſion, 
and any hardſhips ſuffered by them under your 
government, will be doubly aggravated. Let 
the brave old ſoldier, my Lord, enjoy eaſe and 

retirement from his toils, without farther diffi- 
culties, and ſo prevent their grey hairs, from 
going down with ſorrow to the grave. I have 
now, my Lord, given you the advice I promiſed: 
in the beginning of this long letter. Be aſſured, 

that in following it you will have both pleaſure 
and fafety. Such a memorial of your genero- 
ſity will make us the ſooner forget you ruled 
over us; it will make us with your Excellency 
a. good journey, though not a fpeedy return. F 
fuſpect, my Lord, you are greatly in arrear to 
charity (if not to religion) I don't even remem 
ber a charity ſermon, theſe two or three years; 
that has been honoured by your preſence; nor 
have any public charities been lately benefited 
by your beneficence. This is wrong, may it 
pleaſe your Excellency, particularly in you, for 
charity covereth a multitude of fins. I have 
reaſon for an apology to your Lordfhip, not on- 
ly for the freedom of my advice, but the un- 
common length of my letter ; but. as 1t differs 
materially from all that I have ſeen addreſſed to 
you, I hope you will put it up along with the 
addreſſes of both Houſes of Parliament, and 
give the reading of it to ſuch as intend to be our 
Sovernors, 
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governors,” that they may ſee we will keep ſoms 
regiſter of their actions; and likewiſe the opi- 
nion we have formed of ſuch as have appeared 
amongſt us. You may with truth tell them, 
that from what we have ſuffered, by the reſi- 
dence of Viceroys, confidence, will, for the fu- 
ture, be a plant of very ſlow growth in Ireland. 
| You, my Lord, Lbelieve, after the Octennial 

Bill was paſſed, thought that we ſhould have 
been blind to your Excellency's conduct after- 
wards; but yod were miſtaken; we are keen⸗ 
ſighted, and all eye. and ear, on, and to our 
chief Governors. Nor car even your own par- 
tiality blame us for this. Reflect only on what 
we have paid and ſuffered, for the 26 year? 
tranſactions I have laid before your Lordſhip; 
and what we have received in return, for our 
money and misfortunes, and you will no longer 
wonder at our jealouſy and ſuſpicions. I have; 
in this letter, led your Excellency, through a 
ſhort, but buſy hiſtory of jobs and avarice; an 
hiſtory ! big with many remarkable occurrences; | 
in a ſituation: ſo limited; where every law pro- 
poſed and agreed to, muſt be ſent to be inſpect- 
ed, and receive the ſtamp of authority from 
others. The principal actors repreſented in our 
little hiſtory, have appeared in various forms; 
but though they all ſteered different courſes, 
yet with very few exceptions, they have pointed 


unalterably, to the central point of ſelf-intereſt, 
come 
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come. of us what would. If a few ſprinklings 


of generoſity and diſintereſtedneſs have been 


ſcattered, it now appears, to have been only for 
the better carrying on their deſigns againſt our 
liberties and the conſtitution. Formerly, our 
treaſury ſounded with a large redundancy. The 


Banks, who are now in a ſtate of conſtant anxi- 
ety and terror, were then full of money: Pub- 
lic and private credit ran high; the King's re- 
venues were increaſed; commerce flouriſhed; 
good humour and happineſs reigned every where. 
But there is ſeldom good, without ſome evil 
attending it. The calling down of the Cobbs 


made the firſt breach on our tranquillity, our 


merchants who had extended themſelves in trade. 
were crippled. The bankers could give no aſ- 


fiſtance, for a ſevere run had brought them to 
the loweſt ebb. Trade languiſhed, and public 


credit was wounded. Some time after this, diſ- 
putes ran high in the Houſe of Commons. The 
new political doctrine, of previous conſent had 
been introduced by the Duke of Dorſet. The 
forces on each fide were muſtered, and after an 


hard, well-fought battle, it was kicked out with 


the. ſcorn and indignation it deſerved. But cor- 
ruption then had not made ſuch large ftrides, 
as it has done ſince, under your Excellency. 
Many of the ſervants of the crown, then ranged 
themſelves on the fide of liberty; the two 
Sweepers of the Treaſury, Meſſrs. Gardiner 


and 
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1 66 J 
and Clements, not excepted. The latter is 
fince, a mercenary, under your Lordſhip. 


TRE Tikes was full of reſentment, and deen- 
iy mortified at his defeat: The more ſo, as "EA 


pious General the Primate, had aſſured him of 


victory, and it is ſaid, had aſked a bleſſing on his 


arms. He was, however, but aukward, at 
that ſort of buſineſs: Not the church, but the 
political camp engaged his attention, But death 
put an end to his ambiuous proſpects, and left 
an affecting inſtance of the folly and vanity of 
all ſuch purſuits.— The moral of this is ſtriking ; 
it bolts upon us with conviction, and may be 
uſeful to many. 1 before mentioned the reſent- 
ment of his Grace at being defeated ; but he had 


_ reſolved, that ſince he could not get leave to 


touch the caſh, he would make uſe of the right 
he had to ſee if it were all there, and to take a 
peep into the Treaſury cheſt. This was not bad 
Generaliſup ; but he did not keep his own ſe- 
cret ; it eſcaped by ſome means to the Sweepers, 
who juſtly took the alarm, —iſſued forth their 
different ſcouts, and letters to all quarters, — 
ſallied out themſelves, and by a haſty ſcramble 
among the Bankers, (who durſt not refuſe them) 
and other money jobbers, &c. &c. &c. they ſoon. 
made the cheſt look decent with its own furni- 
ture, of which it had been rifled ; His Grace 
_ big with expettation of a deficiency, and 
puniſhment ; 


1 


puniſhment; but the Sweepers received him with: 
unembarraſſed countenances, and, it is report- 
ed, offered him wine and cake after his fatigue: 
He was too mortified. to be ſocial and retired: 
Gloom and diſappointment accompanied the 
Duke: The ſneer of contempt, and ſhrug of 
ſafety, ſtaid behind with the Sweepers. All 
was now ſnug; but the lodging was again ſtript, 
and the goods honeſtly ſent to their owners. Af- 
ter this things ran heavily: A caſh:famine ſue- 
ceeded: The revenue decreaſed apace; and 
this, with the grants of the Commons, ſoon re- 
duced what had cauſed ſuch animoſity, viz. 
Money, the root of all evil. It has been one of 


the felicities of your Excellency's government, 


to prevent ſuch quarrels, by removing the evil, 
and even to offer us intereſt for ſome more of it, 
to fight againſt ourſelves. In this diſtracting ſi- 
tuation, the Bankers were hard preſſed ; they 
ated only on the defenſive, my Lord, as they 
generally do in this country. 'They are but 
ſtrugglers in Dublin, eſpecially fince the increaſe. 


of our national debt; the merchant or trader can 


not, with any certainty, depend on their aid, 
in the moſt preſſing exigency. In this the Lon- 
don merchant has greatly the advantage of us. 
mention not this by way of reproaching the 
Bankers, —for ſelf-defence is the firſt law in na- 
ture; and their poverty ariſes from the confined 
ſituation of our trade: You muſt even wonder, 


2 


may - 


may it pleaſe your Excellency, after all the loſſes 
and ſufferings now recited, where we got ſo much 
to give your Lordſhip: Vou muſt, ſurely, call 


us every where the moſt generous of people. 
{To Be continued.) 


L 1 IX. 
To Loxd TOWNSHEND. 
An Hiſtory of the Lords Lieutenants of Ireland; 


(Concluded from our laſt. ) 
And different Viceroys wafted Ger 


To make us happy—more and more. 
* MisczLLAany Potws. 
My Lox,. 


Bor as the Bankers had be- 
fore ſaved the bacon of the Sweepers, they be- 
ing. again reduced by a ſilent, heavy drain of 
caſh, they naturally looked to the treaſury for 
ſupport; but the ſcanty aſſiſtance then given 
them, from the ſparing hand of diffidence, 
proved inſufficient, and three of the principal 
houſes ſtopped payment; the dreadful effects of 
which you can but juſt gueſs at, from the damp 
and conſternation which even the ſtop of Sir 
George Colebrook's bank, but for a few days 
occaſioned. None, it muſt be ſaid to their 
honour, ever gave the public ſo ſpeedy and 
honourable relief. The effects of the other 
failures are felt by us to this day. Two or 

| three 
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. 
three years, my Lord, after theſe unfortunate 
occurrences, the Right Honourable A. Malone, 


the preſent Lord Anylie, as they call him, and 


the Right Honourable V. Clements, formerly 
one of the under Sweepers, expecting a riſe of 
lands, and wanting money beſide to clear off 
ſome mortgages, commenced Bankers, on a new 
plan, and threw out the hook of temptation, 
by offering a ſmall intereſt to ſuch as let their 
money remain in their hands. They ſet out 
with ſpirit, and your friend, the celebrated 
Underwood, was put at the head of their trea- 


ſury, as caſh-keeper ; which may be conſidered 
as one of the firſt ſteps to his advancement. 


Though, as appeared afterwards, this formidable 
| triumvirate began chiefly on credit, as their 
ſtock, yet money poured in faſt from all quar- 
ters, and they parted with it quickly, and, as 
they thought, to advantage. But, my Lord, 
there is a tide in the affairs of men: The flood 
drove backward, and ſoon left them floundering 
(like ſea-horſes in the mud) on the ſhore of 
diſtreſs. By wantonly parting with their am- 


munition, (or rather avariciouſſy) they were 


hardly able to ſtand the ſhack of one campaign: 
They ſhut up, and lay intrenched behind privi- 
lege-hauſe. The failure of Mitchell and co. hap- 
pened likewiſe about this time, by which trade, 
public and private credit lay, once more pro- 
ſtrate on the ground, and the face of ſorrow 
was 
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was every where to be ſeen. Many leſs bank- 
ruptcies followed of courſe, with a numerous 
train of evils to individuals. Vou ſee again, 
my Lord, a diſmal ſcene, and what miſchief 
theſe great men occaſioned. Your Lordſhip 
muſt, likewiſe, again wonder, where we ſo ſoon 
muſtered up all We have given to your Excel- 


lency. ; 


Tre terror and confuſion, not to ſay mif- 
chief, which the fall of ſuch a houſe as Malone's, 
Gore's, and Clements's occaſioned, is not to be 
deſcribed, my Lord; for though, in a little time, 
their puffers were diſperſed, to give aſſurances 
of ſafety, and of intereſt that ſhould be paid, 
yet a ſtop was put to trade by it, and confidence 
between man and man was no more: For, ſaid 
every one, who can ſtand if they could not? 
Several houſes ſtopt payment, and the caſe of 
the honeſt merchant, whoſe credit was of courſe 
ſtopt at the Banks, was truly pitiable. Theſe 
great men met their creditors, like other bank- 
rupts, at the Phenix Tavern, and got time, on 
paying the intereſt. This, my Lord, cloſed 
the banking ſcene of this famous !riumwvirate. 
all, at preſent— honourable men well known to 
your Lordſhip—and, alſo, your Excellency's 
moſt humble and obedient ſervants. It is need- 
leſs to deſcribe the low ſtate of trade and credit, 


after ſuch an earthquake in the mercantile 
world. 


CWP : 


world. The bankers felt the ſhock fo ſenſibly, 


that they were under the very diſagreeable ne- 
ceſſity of going, in the face of the public (from 
whom they expected future confidence) to the 
Bar of the Houſe of Commons, and ſwear that 
they had effects ſufficient to pay all their de- 
mands. This being done, the Houſe went bail 
for them to the public for two years; though 
the three remaining bankers owed, at that time, 
not more, I think, than the poor ſum of 90,0001. 
which my Lord, you know is not half what, 
often, one of your London merchants has em- 
ployed in trade. It is yet amazing, that theſe 


three houſes, who ſo firmly ſtood their ground, 
men of ſuch undoubted fortune, ſhould have 


ſubmitted to ſuch a ſtain on their credit and re- 
putation. There is a certain noble pride that 


ſhould have raiſed them far above fo mean a 


fupplication. It was, in truth, melancholy, to 
ſee a diſappointed train of merchants attending 


2 Latouche, a Nefey, and what is more, a Tom 


Finlay, (whoſe pride, before, my Lord, was 
never called in queſtion) on ſo ſneaking a buſi- 
neſs, which will ever be their diſgrace. But, 
my Lord, things in Dublin ſeldom run long 
ſmooth; trifles, or what ſhould be eſteemed 
ſuch by men who call themſelves bankers, often 
aterrupt our trade. Even the linen, from which 
the little wealth we have is derived, ſtrange to 
tell! occafions this twice every year, on the 
returns 
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returns of the two Cheſter fairs; a month be- 
fore which, and three weeks after, our bankers 
will not diſcount bills, but for favourites, and 
theſe only at 21 or 31 days, that they may fall 
due in the great linen week, when the. demands 
(as they ſay) in caſh will be heavy. One would 
think, my Lord, by this interruption which the 
merchants ſo often meet with, that the ſum 
drawn from each banker, on theſe occaſions, is 
enormous ; eſpecially as they are ſometimes fix 
weeks preparing for it, by diſcounting ſhort. pa- 
per. But your Excellency muſt laugh, when 
you are told, that each banker ſeldom pays 
more than 10 or.15,000l..extraordinary, the moſt 
of which returns back to them in a little time; 
yet trade ſuffers by this preparation for.ſo poor 
Q ſum,—and it is amuſing, on thefe occaſions, 
(to ſuch as are out of the ſcrape) when the 
merchant is driven, by neceſſity, to a bank to 
get his bill diſcounted, to ſee a principal. in the 
houſe take him aſide, in great form, and with 
a face full of importance, tell him that the linen 
ſeaſon is coming faſt on, that he muſt be pre- 
pared for it, and, with a cautious bow, hopes 
to be excuſed. Nay, my Lord, almoſt any 
thing, in Dublin, will cauſe a ſtoppage of this 
ſort, and throw our merchants into difficulties: 
A ſmall riſe in the exchange: An extraordinary 
quantity of butter bought: The graziers calling 
in their money to ſtock their farms: A new 
Viceroy 


L 7 > 


Viceroy, till bis orders be known; or the name 
of the Pretender, mentioned to be near the ſea 
coaſt, in a news- paper: And, above all, a loan, 


if it exceeds 50, oool. terrifies them, and, of 


courſe, is detrimental to the public. This laſt 
particular may convince your Lordſhip, hy the 
great loans you have occaſioned, and ſtill threat- 
en us with, what miſchief the public and com- 
merce have ſuſtained by your Excellency. Iu- 
deed the confined ſituation of our trade, the 


ſtate of our bankers, and the many ſhocks and 


loſſes felt by this almoſt exhauſted country, load- 


ed with a moſt diſgrateful penſion liſt, and an 


beavy national debt, are objects of the graveſt 
conſideration; and it is hoped, will make ſome 
impreſſion on your Lordſhip's ſucceſſor, though 
none, it is to be feared, on your Excellency. 


IT was happy for this country, my Lord, 
that you did not come to take us under your 
protection, or rather management, immediately 
after ſuch a train of misfortunes. We. panted 
for breath to recover our ſtrength. And had 
vour budget of loans and augmentations been 
then opened, and let looſe amongſt us; with 
the long, tremendous, crouded penſion liſt, 
waving on the top of your ſtandard; you would, 
at once, have annihilated, bankers, merchants, 
ſhopkeepers and commerce, and perhaps, the 
ſpirit of liberty, (in ſo dejected a ſtate) along 
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with them, You would then, have been juſtly 
Yreaded;. as the Drawcanſer, againſt both our 
freedom and properties, and called with pro- 
: priety, the Sweeper General of Ireland, as well 

as general governor of the kingdom. The time 
would have proved an happy æra for your Ex- 
cellency—as before that, ſeyeral mock patriots, 
who had been waiting for a market, were piſtol- 
_ ed into ſilence, by golden bullets from the trea- 
ſury, and the love of many began to wax cold. 
The Gore's, my Lord, who had always been 
placed in the van of the battle, who fo long 
had our eſteem and confidence, at laſt fell off — 
and wheeled to the enemy, leaving the glorious 
- ſtandard of liberty. Neither a ſenſe of honour, 
nor their country's welfare could force them to 
return. They were immediately advertiſed, as 
deſerters, and treated as fugitives to the cauſe 
ever ſince. They were ſtripped. of their fame, 
as a puniſhment, and underwent 'the ſtripes of 
- conſcience as uſual. It was then thought, that 
one of your Excellency's, preſent Sweepers, who 


dad played Hocus pocus, with his Grace of Dorſet, 


in the bo-perp ſcene, had carried them propoſals 
(for deſertion) from the enemy. I fay, my 
Lord, conſidering the number of forces tha 
went over to the other fide—it would have prov- 
ed a golden opportunity for your Excellency to 
have made an eaſy, though not ſo profitable a 

- conqueſt, as at preſent. But we were reſerved 


101 


oy 


11 


for a time, more favourable, both to yu, ànd 


to ourſelves. The Engliſh privy council, my 


Lord, were too. wife to fleece us, in fo languiſh- 
ing a ſtate. They let us recruit, till we could 


give ſome ſport; juſt as a cock tied to a ſtake, | 


and drooping, with being ſo long pelted at, is 
reprieved till another day, and gets a few 
crumbs and oats thrown to him, to recover his 
ſtrength: Or as a bear that is almoſt dead with 
baiting, is ſeparated from the dogs, till by reſt, 
and a little feeding, he is able to give more di- 
verfion. The ſimilies are coarſe, my Lord, but 
not unſuitable: For when we were beginning 
to recover a little, in this poor country, the 
Engliſh miniſtry, thought we were then worth 
looking after; and accordingly let {lip a mili- 
ary chief Governor amongſt us, but muzzled, 
as we were informed, leſt he ſhould do too much 
miſchief, before he could be drawn off. Your 
Excellency, then, may be farther. conſidered, 
as a ſtate higgier, —or poultry man, that came 
not, till we were thought fit for plucking. But 
your Lord ſhip's penetrating eye, ſav we were, 


rather too green, on your arrival; you wiſely 


waited, till we were fuller grown; and by this 


properly feathered your neſt, and made it muck 


the warmer. But you have left us ſo bare, my 
Lord, that we have been obliged to borrow 
money, on intereſt, to hide our nakedneſs and 


poverty, till our feathers grow again. When it 
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is not doubted, ſome other bird ef prey, will 
take us under his wing, to ſee whether we are 
plump enough for his purpoſe. Oh! poor 
Ireland] how happy wouldſt thou be, to get a 
little reſt from ſuch cormorants, that come to 
ſwallow all they can catch, with appetites never 
to be ſatisfied! Could we get but leave, quietly 
to eat the fruits of our own labour, or reap 
what we have ſown for our own uſe, what an 
happy people ſhould we be? —-Nay, we are 
willing to pay handſomely for this: any thing 
in reaſon; —but to {queeze us ſo cloſe, and give 
us hardly any thing for it, but a few fair words, 
which, as Sancho, your name-ſake ſays,—but- 
ter's no par/nips—is. very hard:—Nay, ſome 
who have buttered their crumbs, well amongſt 
us, would hardly promiſe to give us a good 
word to their maſter. But there is no account- 
ing, my Lord, for the baſeneſs and {orb 
of ſervants. 


I Do not recollect that theſe particulars were 
before laid before you, by any of your correſ- 
pondents. They may, perhaps, amuſe, and 
inſtru you moro fully in the hiſtory of a peo- 
ple, free and loving, but fteeced by the gueſt: 
who have been fed and enriched by their bounty 
Your Lordſhip muſt then give us a good word 
on the other ſide, for by what J have ſaid, you 


muſt ſee that we have ſtrained every nerve to 
ſorye 


U WF. 4 


ſerve you; and even borrowed money at intereſt 
to beſtow on your Excellency. I am a plain 
foken man, and fhall make free to joke with 
your Lordſhip, by ſaying, that the number of 
bags you will carry from Ireland will put you 
in a good humour, and in mind to ſpeak well of 
us, by jogging you in our favour: The honour 
of ſpeaking thus freely is all the reward I ex- 
pect for my ſix and twenty years hiſtory, not to 
be met with in ſo ſhort a compaſs. Many emi- 
nent perſonages have been introduced for the 
entertainment of your Lordſhip ; particularly, a 
cloud of Eæcellencies, your Excellency included ; 
yet hardly any of them loved true Excellency, 
or approved the things that are excellent, This 
now is like the old honeſt way of writing, but 
there is meaning in it. I will alſo tell you my 
mind as a friend: The hey-day of your blood 
muſt be pretty well over by this time; be a lit- 
tle ſerious fometimes, my Lord, —you have ſenſe, 
—lay aſide the buffoon, - aſſume a real dignity 
of character, as well as ſtation, which will re- 
ceive its trueſt luſtre from it; —- you will then 
command eſteem and reſpe& from others, - and, 
what is more, be applauded by yourſelf. There 
is no praiſe ſo ſweet and ſatisfy ing as this, and I 
hope your Lordſhip will be no longer a ſtranger 
to it. This advice may convince you that I 
am your real welt-wyher, becauſe I with to ſee 
vou reformed: But, my good Lord; do not 
| E forget 
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forget. the charity I told you of, a great deal 
will depend on it; even the happineſs of num- 
bers, and, as was ſaid, your own honour and 
ſaſety. I + 


Uron the whole, my Lord, you: have acted 
the ſame political farce, only a much longer, 
and conſequently a more deſtructive one than 
their former excellencies, your brethren in ini- 
quity have done. Some parts of it were laugb- 
able enough, but others ſo tragical, as to 
draw tears from many eyes, and to cauſe divi- 
ſions, and great unhe ppineſs in private families: 
Such ſcenes were never before introduced into 
farces, which ſhews you aQed out of nature, 
and conſequently could. never gain the applauſe. 
of an Iriſh audience. : - 


I nave almoſt done, my Lord,—and having 
mentioned a faree repreſented by your Excellen- 
cy, now I ſuppoſe, near the end of the laſt act, 
II ſhall by way of bidding you adieu, and of 
an epilogue together, give you part of Othellos 
famous ſpeech, when he was about to make his 
exit; ſomewhat altered to ſuit our preſent cir- 
- cumitances. 


hut ſoft you: 


| A word or two before you go, and this the laſt: 
: | You 


L 3 1 


You have done the State d:/ſervice, and we 
know it: 

No more of that— | 

We only pray,—your own vile deeds relate; 

Speak of us as we are :—a people, loving, loyal. 

Nothing extenuate,—nor ſet down aught in 
malice. 


Then muſt you ſpeak of ſubjeQs, ruPd not. 


wiſely, but oppreſs'd; 
Who being wrought, perplex'd in the extreme, 
Stood up for freedom, and abhorred you. 
And ſay beſide, that in Hibernia once 
Where a malicious and turbulent Viceroy 
Robb'd a Collector, and traduc'd the ſtate, 
We took by the throat, the circumventing dog, 
And hiſs'd him hence. | 


Farewell, my Lord,—and believe me to be, | 
Your Excellency's moſt devoted, 


and moſt humble ſervant, . 


HUMPHREY SEARCH. 
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To the COMMI TTEE for cratotting the 
| FREE- PRESS. . 


| GrnTLIMEN, | May 28, 1772. 


. HOUGH, from former 
experience, we could not expect an unremitted 
continuance of certain people's pretended pa- 
triotiſm, yet the public hoped, that they would 
cloſe this ſeſſions, at leaſt, with ſome degree of 


conſiſtency in their conduct; in the pleaſing hope 


of having my expectation gratified, I attended. 
at the Bar of the Houſe of Commons on Wed- 
neſday laſt, when the committee appointed to 
prepare an addreſs to his Excellency Lord 
Towſhend made their report; . ſcarce a man on 
the part of adminiſtration endeayoured to ſup- 
port the abſurdity and fallacy of that abject 
compoſition of mean flattery and conſpicuous 
falſhoods; on the other fide Mr. Barry Barry, 
Mr. Burgh, Mr. Ogte, Mr. Warden Flood, and 
two members more, ſhewed the glaring untruths, 
and repeated inſults to parliament, that mani- 
feſtly made up the whole compoſition ; the jour- 
nals were referred to, wherein the Commons 
declared, that the appointment of a new Board 


of Commiſſioners was r to the declared 
ſenſe 


( - B&5] 


* 


ſenſe of Parliament; numbers prevailed againſt 
truth, 71 te 30. Thoſe Leaders, who, in a for- 
mer part of the ſeſſions declared, that they would 
not conſent to any meaſure, tending to ſanctify 


the creation of additional Commiſſioners of the 
Revenue, ſhrunk from their duty and ſolemn 


promiſes on the day of trial, and tacitly gave a 
ſanction to every meaſure, which they condemn- 
ed a few weeks before. In #his addreſs, by clear 


and explicit words, every reſolution; Which had 


been entered into this ſeſſions, in ſupport of the 


dignity of Parliament, is condemned; and by it. 
a fanction is given to every act of adminiſtration” 


ſince July 1768. It approves of the proteſt, 
the proragatien, the creation of the additional 


Commiſſioners, the formation of a+ Board of, 


accounts, the diſpenſing: with the ſpirit and in- 
tention of the Abſentee Bill; the granting pen- 
ſions to the worfl of characters, and the with- 


holding ſeveral bills, which paſſed the Houle; 
of Commons; that men ſhould be found venal is 
not uncommon in this age, but that men, whe. 
boaſted for four years, that they acted upon diſ- 
intereſted and virtuous principles, ſhould, at 
the cigſe of the ſeſſions, falfify every word they 


uttered before, is rather improbable, did not tage 


proceedings on Wedneſday laſt, produce exam- 


ples of ſuch men. If we reflect on the-abſurd -- 
and defigning conduct of ſome men, when they -- 
had a n of 46 againſt the new board, we 
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may eaſily ſee into their deſigns; had they acted 
with honeſty and a real regard to their country, 
they would, while they had the power of doing 
it, have appointed a ſelect committee, to have 
waited on his Majeſty. with a dutiful and ſpirited 
addreſs, ſetting forth, how burthenſome and 
unneceſſary the creation of additional Commiſ- 
ſioners would prove. On the ſecond queſtion 
againſt that Board, the majority was only 21 ; 
and on the third, it was carried by only the- 
caſting vote of the Speaker ; Facts are Aubborn 
things, arguments againſt truth are vain. By 
ſome late tranſactions it is ewident, that certain 
men did not intend to annihilate that Board, as 
they-looked upon it as a reſource to provide for 
ſome of their followers ; mark my words, Brutus 
fays it, that before the next meeting of Parlia- 
ment, ſome of the opponents of that Board will 
obtain ſeats at it; you will ſee a Preſident of the 
Council Board created; you will ſee the public 
burthened with the renewal of a certain penſion; 
other manæuvres are formed to reward the de- 
ſertjon of fome men. 
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Leer the Zone few unite, under the moſt ſo- 
lemn aſſociations, to remain fixed and ſteady in 
the cauſe of truth and virtue; let virtue and a 
regard to their country be the foundation of their. 
plan; their numbers will then encreaſe, and 
wer acts · will proſper: The Marquis of Kildare, 


and 


11 


and his ſquadron; Mr. Lowther and his friends; 
Mr. French of Monivee, Mr. Brownlow, Sir 
Edward Newenham, Mr. Rowley, Dr. Clement, 
Mr. Ogle, Mr. Deane, Mr. Le Hunte, Meſſ. Lu- 


cas and Montgomery, and Mr. Montgomery of Ca- 


van, Mr. O'Callaghan, Mr. Mathew, the- 


Preſtons; theſe: are men of diſintereſted princi- 
ples, that want neither titles, places, or pen- 
ſions; moſt of them have been proved incorrup- 


tible for years after years, amidſt the corruption 


in the days of Lords Fuftices, and even in 
Lord Townſhend's adminiſtration, they have re- 


mained ſteady friends to the conſtitution; | ſuch 


men are only fit for public confidence. 


As ſoon as the ſeſſions is up, I intend to give 
the public a ſketch of every courtier, and every 
mock-patriot's character, until then, farewel. 


BRUTUS.- 
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LETTER XI. 


To the Right Honourable Ri chʒͤ p Karl of 
pn ae. 


Sequiturque patrem non paſſibus „ 
He follows his * though unable to keep 
pace with hitn. 


* Lond,.. — June 14, 1772. 


HE alarm that ] gave to his 
Grace the Duns of LeIxs TER, and through 
him to the virtuous part of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, of your Lordſbip's intended defection is 
now realized; if your conduct at the cloſe of 
the late ſeſſions had only affected yourſelf, Bru- 
tus would never have taken notice of it; but 
as your Lordſhip has been the occaſion of the 
Commons having paſſed the late Addreſs (the. 
moſt abſurd and ſerwile that ever diſgraced the 
annals of any Parliament) and by that Addreſs, - 
you ſanẽtified thoſe very meaſures, which early 
in the ſeſſions you oppoſed with all your parlia- 
mentary intereſt, you cannot expect to eſcape a a 
juft cenſure on your conduQt.—You nobly ex- 
erted the inherent privilege of a Peer, by pro- 
teſting againſt ſeveral acts of the preſent admi- 
niſtration. Vou inveighed againſt the creation 


* 


ot 
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| of che Board of Accompts, againſt the news — 
Board of Exciſe, and againſt the Penſion Lift” 


{that Liſt where your Father's name ſtands as a 
memento to poſterity, that the once great Henry | 
Boyle ſunk in Lord. Shannon. )—Oa the various 


diviſions in voting the ſupplies, you collected 
your whole force to ſtrike off ſeveral ſums that 
were falſely charged as part of the national 
debt.— Vou attended thoſe debates in perſon to 
awe your dependent voters; you ſat behind thenr 
as they were ranged in the Houſe of Commons, 


near the Speaker's Chair; —with anxious counte- 


nance you ſeemed- to wiſh on every diviſion, 


that the majority might be told on the ſide of. 


truth and juſtice. In whiſpers, alas! they were 
but whiſpers; you declared IMPEACHMENTS 
ought to take place, - you feemed, with the 
greateſt fervour and cordiality to ſqueeze the 


hands of thoſe honeſt Members, who then ima- 


gined that your conduct was diſintereſted. - du- 


ring one ſeſſion you made the honourable. Mr. 


Ly/aght and Mr. Aaderley hazard the loſs of their 


employments that, you did not continue 


your orders to thoſe gentlemen to continue in 
oppoſition was an act of charity, becauſe you 


were conſcious you were under as many promi- 


ſes to provide for others as you could ever ex 
pect to fulfil; and that your Lordſhip had then 
formed your now compleated plan of deſerting 


the public weal.— Lo TowNnsREND knew, 


that 
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chat if you choſe to act with true ſpirit, and 


ſupport the cauſe you had undertaken to defend, 
impeachments muſt have followed; Mr. Ly/aght, 
Mr. Adderley, Mr. Handcock, Mr. Knox, Mr. 


Langriſh, and Sir James May, would have voted 


to ſupport the general cauſe, had Mr. Ponſonby 


and your Zord/hip made a point of it. The 
ſole ſpring of your political conduct now appears 
in its genuine form, adminiſtration has ſeen and 
felt, (alas! too ſzghtly) your power, and you. 
have forced. adminiſtration to comply in part 
with your demands - but Belvidere may live as 
long as Shannon, and the penſions of others may 
meet with the fate of poor Ferry Nyſon; — Den- 


nis muſt kill an Annaly or a Forſter, and little 
Mood muſt ſacrifice that wretched object of de- 


riſion Baron Poor, or. Power, - ere they. can be 


provided for. : 


ME u, who, like Hutchinſon, Berresford, Ma- 
lone, Tiſdal and ſome others, uniformly drudge 
through the dirty jobbs of every adminiſtration, 
are fair-and open enemies, againft ſuch all ho- 
neſt men can be on their guard; but the fal/? 
patriot is a dark aſſaſin, who deceives his ho- 
neſt and unſuſpecting ſupporters, and ſtabs the 
vitals of the conſtitution, under the glorious 
(though now much abuſed) title of a friend to 
his country. Every age, nay, every two 
years have produced examples of ſuch beings. 

— 
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If the cauſe of Ireland had not been de- 
ferted by LORD SHANNON, TOWNSHEND. 
would have paid a juft tribute to an injured, 
plundered, and exhauſted NATION; and juf- 
tice would haye taken place againſt other de- 
linguents. 


BRU TUS hates perſonal abuſe, he would 


not diſgrace his pen with the private follies of 
any individual, nor ſtain his paper with recount- 


ing the domeſtie miſconduct of men, or renew 


the accounts of the demerits of any family; it 


is not the nen, it is meaſures that BRurus- 


would hold forth to public view, he would not 
even mention names, but the ads and actors on 
the political ſtage cannot be ſeparated; as 
BRU Tus diſdains to flatter, ſo he never will in- 
ſult any man for natural infirmities; he will 


give thoſe praiſes to the virtuous which an h. 


neſt man may pay with honour, and a man of 


fenſe receive without a bluih.—It may be ſome- 


what excuſable in a man, who has had the mii- 
fortune to be bred in the hackney'd ways of a 


corrupted court, and who is poſſeſſed of à ſlen- 
der portion of property, to attach himfelf to 


that party from whence the wages of corruption 


flow, but-it is amazing to ſee ſo many Gentle- 


men (who inherit independent fortunes) be at no 


ſmall pains and expence to become ſlaves : 


Thus did LORD ELY act to ſupport the crea- 
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tion of a new Board of Extiſe; Thus did my 
frlend Mr. CONOLLY ad in the caſe of his 
ever curſed RIOT ACT '; his conduct in that 
act will never be obliterated from the minds of 
Bis injured eountrymen; after-ages will curſe 
the miſguided parent, who foſtered the danger- 
ous precedent of altering the old mode of con- 
ſtitutional trial by our 2 6 


My Lord, your property puts you whore the - 
want of money; why then ſtoep to the man; 
who perſonally inſulted you, diſplaced your 
father-in-law, and trampled on the liberties of 
your country? Is there, my Lora, to a brave 
and an honeſt man, any happineſs in this life 

equal to freedom, eſpecially in theſe countries, 
where the laaus only, and not the will of the 
chief magiſtrate, claims our ſubmiſſion ? A tru? 
patriot can fix his happineſs on a ſolid baſis ; fo 
that neither the chief magiſtrate, or his mini/ters, 
can give him any moleſtation, and. when reclin- 
ing to reſt on his pillow, he can examine his 
own mind, and feel a heart-ſelt pleaſure there, 
reſulting from a conſciouſneſs of his own virtu- 
ous conduct. Tyrone and Ely dare not think, for. 
treacheries unnumbered would ſtare them. in the 
face; the expenſive improvements of Loftus-hill | 
and Rathfarnham, the extended domain of Caſ- 
tle-Martyr can never beſtow. a teal tranquillity 
of- mind ; that happineſs is reſerved for the good 


and 


3 


and vittuous, whoſe property it is. As to thoſe- 
promiſes that have thus, at the cloſe of the feſ- 
ſions, drawn you from the path of honour to 
its reverſe, 1 ſhall apply theſe lines: 


The ſplendor of a court is all a cheat, 

You mult be ſervile, as a flave muſt wait; 

Befides your antient patrimony waſted, 

Your youth run out, your ſchenies of grandeur - 
blaſted. 

Hereafter you'll retire in diſcontent, 


And curſe Lord Toxvn/hend for no /irange event, . 


His Loraſbip will his innocence proteft, 
And frown in earneſt, as he ſinil'd in jeſt. 


Your carrying the ſword of ſtate, when 


you ought to have voted the uſe of the ſword 
of juſtice ; your attending the levee with your 
faitkful Counſellor, Serjeant Dennis, and little 
Atty Woods; your dining at that table, where 
Courtney and Fephjon: entertained their patron, 
by daily ridiculing every action of your's and 
Mr. Ponſonby's ; permit me to ſay, was a mean- 
neſs which has diſgraced the name of Bale. 
Tour Lordſbip's private character, as a parent, 
huſband, and friend, is moſt truly amiable ; the 
erroneous malice of the Popiſh honey ; nay, even 
the envenomed pen of a Courtney, or a drunken 
Dennis, cannot find a flaw in your domeſtic 
character. Why then, my Lord, would you 
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not compleat and eſtabliſh. that character, by 
joming the love of your country to the. reſt of 
your, virtues; you would then have appeared 
conſpicuous in the , annals-.of fame, and after 
ages would bleſs the memory of Lord Shannen; 
even yet, my Lord, you can recall the paſt 
hours ; you have yet the power, and I hope the 
mind, to ſhun the dangerous precipice, through 
you are on the brink of it. The Parliament is 
to meet again before the zſual time, in order to 
raiſe additional ſupplies; Lord Townſhend has 
hinted it in his ſpeech; then, my Lord, you 
will have an opportunity to retrieve your late 
inconſiderate act; 3 while Ponſonby. and Shannen 
unite, Ireland may benefit by the alliance; if 
ye divide, ye cannot ſerve yourſelves, and your 
country muft ſuffer. Can any man of mode- 
rate uncerſtanding believe, that Ponſonby is really 
honeft in his conduct, if Shannon leaves him? 
The Duke of Leinfter, that real friend to his 
country, and the truly patriotic members, will 
not become the dupes of Mr. Pon/onby ; if your 
Lordſhip does not ſupport, they will not become 
a ſupport to raiſe, Mr. Ponſonby. Theſe are 
the ſentiments of many, beſides f 


BRUTUS. 


LETTER 
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L E R Tr E R XII. 


Tos the COMMIT TEE for e the 
F. REE- PRESS. | 


With murd rous rage, from ftreet to ftreet they flexw,. 
And the dire _ of different deaths renew. 
Collection Potms: 


ung. 


GENTLEMEN, 


LED Ax endeavour to ſet the inte- 
reſting parts of hiſtory in an eaſy and clear light, 
and to lead the mind to ſuitable reflections, is a 
laudable. attempt, however weakly. executed; 


By this, the moſt knowing, may have important | 
facts recalled to memory, and others receive; 


both pleaſure and inſtruction. The return of 
St. Bartholomew's day, occaſioned you the trou- 


ble of the following letter; in which, I ſhall not 
ſay any thing of the Saint himſelf, though a 
good man, and belonging to our own church. 
Saints, in former days were a numerous order: 


— Authentic hiſtory ſhews the trade to have been 
very beneficial. 1 ſuſpeQ, we are too buſy, 
and knowing, for ſuch, to thrive in our days. 
Too many indeed, compliment their memories, 
with their .reaſon and induſtry, by which one 
would be almoſt tempted. to think, that they 
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were patrons of idieneſs and intemperance; The 


, 


many ſtories told of, and miracles faid to have 


been worked by ſuch, muſt. be liſtened to, with 
great doubt and caution, .as they are generally 
unſupported by teaſon, or any credible teſtimony, 
and therefore, moſtly to be rejected, as the gain 


of falſe podline/s; for undoubtediy witliont this, 


we ſhould not have had half the number of 


ſaints, nor fo many warm friends to appear in 
their favour. A late Pope, to his honour be it 
ſpoken, aboliſhed many of their days, and con- 
ſequently much idleneſs and ſuperſtitious devo- 
ton. 


| Ir was on the eve of St. Bartholomew 1 5723 
about twelve o' clock at night, by « fignal given, 


that the unprovoked maſacre of the Proteſtants, 


in: Paris began. By an order from the court, 
the fame difinal tragedy was aQed throughout 
the provinces in Frantz, nor was there a ſtop 


put to At, till near 100,000 perſons of the re- 


formed religion, were murdered in cold bloed, 
purely for a difference in opinion, or following 
the light of their conſciences in matters of re- 
ligion, as God and nature, and true chriſtianity 
intended every man ſhould. An event this 
—$6 big with herror - ſo ſhocking to Humanity, 
to every generous feeling of the heart, and ſo 


eontrary to the mild genius of the goſpel ; that 


L ſhall rather fly from fo dreadful a ſcene, than 
| | give 


1 1] 8 


zive any painful deſcription of its horrors. 
This butchery is the more amazing, as France 
was originally free — and the Franks, a fine ſpi- 
rized people but ſee the effects of bigotry, and 
an arbitrary government! 80 far back as the 
reign of Lewis VI.— This Prince, when dying, 
put his ring on his ſon's finger, with theſe words, 
viz. By this fign I inveſt you, with ſovereign 
authority; but remember, that it is no other, 
« than a public employment, to which you are 
called by Providence, and for the exerciſe of 
* which, you are to give a ſtrict account in the 
* world to come.” William III. or George I. 


could have ſaid nothing finer. -— When theſe peo- 


ple loft their liberty, the clergy under the ſanc- 
tion of the Papes, kept them in ignorance, and 
infuſed into them, perſecuting principles; With- 
out which their evil deſigns could not have been 
effected, nor their enormous power over them 
ſo long maintained. But to our hiſtory The 


Hugonots, who fo nobly ſtruggled for liberty of 


conſcience, had experienced the ſad effects of 
inſincere pacification. Their fuſpicions, how- 
ever, before the maſſacre, were in part remov- 
ed, by the aſſurances of Henry, King of Na- 


varre, afterwards Henry IV. of France (their 


head). Likewiſe by the glorious Adeniral, and 
many others, who were leaders in their cauſe.— 
The hypocriſy of that bloody tyrant Charles IN. 
induced Henry to liſten to propoſfals of accom- 

modation. 
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modation. This he did, the rather, as the ex- 


hauſted ſtate of his country made him long for 
peace. Charles, on this occaſion, ſhewed ſuch 
an appearance of- ſincerity, and at the ſame 
time offered his ſiſter to Henry in marriage, that 
neither he, from the nobleneſs of his mind, nor 
even our cautious Queen Elizabeth of - manly me- 
mory— ſuſpected farther deceit. The valiant 
Admiral Coligni, ſurpaſſed by none, in honour 
and fortitude, with many others of the Hugonot 
nobility, had in confidence come to Paris, to be 


preſent at the nuptials of their prince; fully ſa- 


tisfied, that all religious animofities were at an 
end. The marriage had been celebrated, with 
great feſtivity and appearance of affeCtion, a 
few days before the eve of St. Bartholomew.— 
On which the Proteſtants aſſembled in good 
faith, under the laws of hoſpitality, were ſo in- 
humanly murdered; the heroic Admiral himſelf, 
not excepted, and his body particularly inſulted 
:and expoſed. 'The French King led the way to 
this maſſacre, in perſon, and out of a window 
that overlooked the Seine—over which the 
wretched fugitives were ſwimming for their lives, 
fired on them repeatedly, killed ſeveral, and 
-gloried in the action. He is, perhaps, the firſt 
Prince, who thus conſpired and took away the 
lives of his ſubjects; nor do I know of any na- 
tion, marked with fuch cruelty - and barbariſm, 
under the appearance of hoſpitality and friend- 

| ſhip. 


CON 1 
thip. The murder of King Henry himſelf, and 
the gallant Prince of Conde, had been deſigned 
by the bloody Duke of Gui/e, but the hopes of 
converting them to the true faith, more than 
the horror of the crime, ſaved them from de- 
ſtruction. The carnage was general, through 
all the provinces, where the royal orders, were, 
in general, obeyed by the intendents and gover- 
nors, with the moſt unrelenting ſeverity. A 
very few, indeed, refuſed to obey the King's 
commands — Two in particular, I ſhall mention, 


it is an honour due to their memories — The 


Governor of Auvergne Montmorrin, wrote 
thus to the Kiug—< Sire. have received 
« an order under your Majeſty” s ſeal, to put to 
death all the: Proteſtants in my province. I 
* have too much reſpett for your Majeſty, not 
« to believe the letter, to be none of yours: 
« But if (which God forbid) the order ſhould 
be genuine, I have too much reſpect for your 
« Majeſty to obey it.“ The other letter to 
the King, is from Viſcount Dorte, who com- 
manded at Bayonne— He wrote thus.“ Sire 
« Among the inhabitants of this town, and 
« your Majeſty's troops, I could not find fo 
« much as one executioner ; they are honeſt ci- 
« tizens, and brave ſoldiers. We jointly, there- 


« fore, beſeech your Majeſty to command our 


«arms and lives, in things that are prafticable.” 
We-admire theſe glorious ſentiments, even in 
an 
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an enemy. The famous Grillion, likewiſe, re- 


fuſed to aſſaſſinate the Duke of Guiſe, but he 
offered Henry the Third, to fight him. Some 
time after the maſſacre had begun, Charles IX. 
told Henry, then his brother-in-law, that he 
would be no longer contradicted by him, and in 
tbe dreadful appearance he then made, disfigur- 
ed by blood and rage, —“ bid him look full on 
him, for that he was the image of God, his 
e repreſentative on earth, and deſired him, far- 
ther, to ceaſe to be an enemy to the images of 
« His mother. — What will not religious phrenzy 
do, when under the direction of court prieſts? 
For this was plainly their language, Charles be- 
ing ignorant, and then but 23 years of age. 
Such is their deſtructive influence e Princes ! 
The tragedy acted in this kingdom, by the 
fame ſpirit of perſecution, in 1641 - as not ſo 
aggravated, for the natives had old and ſtrong 
prejudices to drive them on. They had not on- 
ly the ſame ignorance and bigotry, along with 
the ſanction of their prieſts; but they were ſti- 
mulated by deep reſentment, far an intruſion on 
their properties, and the loſs of their former in- 
heritances. None of theſe apologies can be 
made for the French barbariſm which had not 
even the want of loyalty to urge in its defence 
hut ſuch ſcenes of cruelty and religious fury 
— (no matter under what pretence) will. eter- 
-nally remain, as a diſgrace to human nature it- 


ſelf. 


1988 


ſelf, and muſt. ever be looked on with horror, by 


all the good and virtuous part of mankind. 


The French King and his bloody counſellors, 
were at a loſs for an apology to the world, par- 
ticularly, to our intrepid Queen Elizabeth. 
They dreaded her eſpouſing the Proteſtant cauſe, 
of which ſhe boaſted to be the head. They ſoon 
framed an apology, which was, that a conſpi- 
racy had been found out among the Hugonots. 


This was adopted; and their Ambaſſador, Fen- 


lon, at the Engliſb court, was deſired to aſk an 


audience of the Queen, in order to make a pro- 


per repreſentation of what had happened. This 


. 


French miniſter, was indeed, a rara avis at 


court, for he was honeſt and ſincere. He ſhud- 
dered at the bloody treachery, and even deckr- 
ed to his friends, that he was aſhamed to bear 
the name of a Frenchman. He obeyed his or- 
ders: The audience was permitted him, but his 
reception was moſt mortifying. On the day 


fixed to receive his apology, the ſcene was great 


and affecting: The court, and Ladies in deep 


mourning, were ranged on each ſide, where he 
vas to paſs to the throne; on which fat a Prin- 
ceſs, haughty, penetrating, and full of reſent- 
ment; ſurrounded by Stateſmen and Nobles, the 
wiſeſt and greateſt, England had ever boaſted. 


A ſolemn grandeur was every where to be ſeen. 
A deep melancholy fat on every brow. An 
awful ſilence, foreboded the entrance of the 

Vo. J. F Ambaſſador, 
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Ambaſſador, the repreſentative of . a: nation, 


8 His feelings and e v were Wee 
be envied, when going to apologize for the 
murder of ſuch muſtitudes, for no other cauſe, 
but their being of the ſame religious ſentiments, 


with thoſe Nobles and Ladies before whom he 


was to paſs. The murmur of horror met his 
entrance, which ended with looks of ſilent in- 
dignation and deep reſentment. He approach- 
ed the Queen, with diffidence and confuſion. 
She knew his private ſentiments, and felt for 


him. He was received, with a becoming gra- 
vity, and dignity, ſuitable to the occaſion ; and 


diſmiſſed without inſult; for Elizabeth had heard 
of his greatly condemning the cruelty of the 
Spaniards, (before that) to the Proteſtants in 
the low countries. 


Tx x beſt 1 which can be given of a 
ſcene ſo intereſting, will leave great room for 
imagination, when we conſider, the accaſion, 
the perſons who compoſed the drama, their ſen- 
timents, and the different paſſions ſo ſtrikingly 
expreſſed - theſe, joined to the idea of two 
great Kingdoms, ſo oppoſite i in their views and 
opinions, and met, as it were, on ſo very un- 


common an occaſion; preſent a picture on which 


the fancy may indulge itſelf moſt agreeably. 


After the maſſacre, the Hugonots fled in great 
| numbers 


| = | 2 A * — a 
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numbers to other countries, and carried with 
them arts and manufactures, though then in 
their infancy,. which have ſince greatly ſpread 
and improved. But thoſe; in the midſt of the 
kingdom, took ſhelter in the garriſons occupied 
by their friends. By prudence and magnani- 


mity, they ſoon had an army of 20,000 men, 


and poſſeſſed 1 in different places above 'one hun- 


dred cities and fortreſſes. The Engliſh ſpirit 


being likewiſe rouſed, they offered to ſend over 
an army, in their favour, of 22,000 foot and 
4000 horſe. The hiftory of the civil wars, 


which ſo long tore France afterwards, is well 


known, but comes not within the deſign of this 
letter. About two years after the butchery, the 
King Monſter, Charles IX. died, and the hor- 
rors of his mind ſeemed but the prologue 
to his future ſufferings. It was remarkable, that 
a little before he died, the Blood guſhed out of 


all his pores by which he ſeemed, to die in 


character. Many, no doubt, were the judg- 
ments- paſſed on this, though violent paſſions, 
or a warm melancholy, fearful conſtitution, 
might have occaſioned it. Tremble, ye tyrants 
of the earth! who thus deſtroy God's fair cre- 
ation, formed after his own image. Every 
man's conſcience is the yoice.of God within him, 
ſacred, and ſpeaking the moſt awful language: 
Never was it deſigned to be violated by your 
ſacrilegious hands. What, therefore, he has 


T2 made 


* . — i 
2 — ——— — — 


c 
r_ 
. 
— 
3 
2 
* : 
"> 
4p 5 
* 
4. 
1 
N 
N 5 
. 
4 * 
"230 þ 
. 
AL 
11 1 
959 
+58 
9 
[2 4 
7 1 7 
8 
bb | 4 
1 WY 
FD 
3 3 7 
ay 
43 
: ES 1 
* * 1 
þ 7 
N 8 
3 
2 
+. 4 
i 
1 
* . 
2 
£ q [1 
1. 
| þ 
i 8 
: > 
» oF 
" 
A 
1 
- 5 
* 
12 p 
of * 
* 2 
"Fi 1 
- 5 
+* — 
. 24 
* * 
s 1+ b 
Fd ai 
i+2 , 
£ 
, l . 
N 
7 > 7 
x 1 
1 173 EN 
1 132 ' » 
TY * 
1 
_ , 
* 
13 - > 
IIS > 
* 
by 1 
3; 
h a4 
1 q 
+ WW: 
. 
, 
9 F 
2. 2 
* N 
* £ 
9% Me 
1 
3 2, 
4 
* 
* 
27 
- +7 4 
* 
44 
£ 
1 
4 
. 
1 
Ll 
t 
* 
7 
: 
* 23 


We 
14 
17 
TI 4 
* * - 
+4 « : 
$24 * 
"3+ £ 
1 
1 
2 I 
117 
+ 
L 77 
q 
8 7 
12 
5 


9 1 


* — 
ee 


1 — 
— 


. . 
* ä þ 
1 be no 1 - 
— 9 - — = f : * _ 
® 5 f CIS a mm w 1 * 4 — wn _—_— 
. a r ©. 13 =. 2A „ 4 l 2 2 
en, agar ** * 8 
. N 3 EST IS 

BL | 

ras 2 = 


Oy 
Sy gp 


. 
vg 
8 * 
TT 7 2 
— — wa — 
* q 
- 4 pt ih, Foy both — 
as ＋ on 1 2 
e — 0 oy 


[ 100 |] 
made free, let no man dare to enſlave. Though 
true religion 1s all gentleneſs, good bumour and 
charity, yet, of all wars, thoſe occaſioned by it 
are the fierceſt and moſt bloody; this is moſt 
contrary to the ſpirit of it, and muſt be owing 
to ignorance, or a falſe zeal inſpired by the 
clergy, whoſe influence over the people is aſto- 
niſhing ; it perverts the very firſt principles of 

nature, even conſcience, and the ſenſe of right 
and wrong zn them. 


I xis power of. Romifh prieſts has been re- 
markable in many inſtances: I ſhall .give one 
relating to the hiſtory in queſtion : Tavennes, a 
Mareſchal of France, who had been deep in the 
maſſacre at Paris, when on his death-bed, mak- 
ing confeſſion of his fins, was reminded that he 
omitted St. Bartholomew's day: He replied, I 
look on that as a meritorious: action, which ought 
to atone for all the ſins I ever committed. This 
ſentiment ſpeaks, and ſhews a great-deal. What 
ſignify the principles of humanity in a man's 
nature poſſeſſed of ſuch a belief?:Every thing 
muſt fall before it; we can ſcarcely conceive 
any thing more dangerous or deſtructive. Pope 
Pius V. indeed, was ſo affected by this tragedy 
that he ſhed tears; but Gregory XIII. who ſuc- 
ceeded him, ordered a public thankſgiving to 
God, at Rome, and ſent a Legate, to Charles IX. 
to congrat'gete him fer. what he. had done, ex- 

horting 


horting him to continue a true ſon of the church. 
The French writers themſelves, however, ſpeak 
of the affair with horror, and begin now to 
laugh at the Pope's infallibility. I have thus 
given a ſhort view of this memorable event, 
for ſuch as have not time nor opportunity to 
read the hiſtory at large; and hope it may raiſe, 
in every one, a juſt deteſtation of perſecution, _ 
for conſcience fake, and an unſhaken attach- 
ment to liberty, civil and religious, in their full 
extent. Let it be obſerved, that there was no- 
thing intended by what has been offered againſt 
any particular church, or body of men as ſuch z- 
no more than was intended againſt our own eſta- 
bliſhed church, when, on a former occaſion, E 
expoſed the conduct of its clergy in Queen 
Anne's reign. The great evib of perſecution, 
with its diſmal train of effects, are only meant 
to be held out to view, in order to be avoided, 
and to teach men moderation, univerſal bene- 
volence, with a true largeneſs and freedom of 
mind. It is no matter to me in what church 
perſecution is to be found; the acfors of it, in 
every denomination, are objects of abhorrence, 
but more particularly among Proteſtants, who. 
boaſt of ſuperior light and knowledge, and are 
protected by a government favourable to liberty. 
Thank God, in our days, the rancour of reli- 
gious diſputes is much abated. This, indeed, 
muſt always be the caſe where there is an en- 
F-3- creaſe - 
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L. 202 J. 
creaſe of TOE PTE Cinilizanion has given 
ſociety another face, and men are more huma- 
nized than formerly. We muſt, therefore be 
careful not to throw any imputation on our bre- 
thren, the preſent Roman Catholics, for what: 
happened in darker ages; nor ſhould we 
think them the ſame kind of men. I am per- 
ſuaded they are of quite a different ſpirit, and 
that numbers of them would condemn, . nay, 
abhor the actors in that bloody ſcene. Our own 
experience ſhews the better. kind of them to be 
good neighbours and citizens, generous and pub- 
lie ſpirited on many occaſions; and amongſt the 
lower ranks, there runs an affectionate hoſpita- 
lity that ſtrongly marks their national character. 
Did the Romiſh clergy freely permit the natural 
operation of theſe native principles; were they 
preſerved from the baleful influence they have 
over their minds and actions, the moſt happy 
effects to ſociety would reſult from it: But when. 
they are conſtantly defacing the excellent, di- 
vine work of God in them, and inſtead of teach- 
ing, that in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity they 
muſt worſhip and ſerve their Maker, love their. 
neighbour, that is, all mankind, as themſelves, 
and behave ſoberly and virtuouſſy in every ſta- 
tion, from which nothing can diſpenſe them; 
and that theſe only are true religion, to which 
every thing elſe-muſt give way: If I fay, inſtead 
of mewing them 2 in its own ſimple, a 
tura 
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tural form, they inculcate an unlimited obedi- 
ence to whatever has the ſtamp of the Pope's 
authority; (and for which they muſt take their 
words) teaching them, that no faith is to be lep: 
with Heretics, eſpecially where the intereſts of 


the church are concerned, to which all moral 
obligation, and every feeling of humanity muſt 
de ſubfervient: And farther, that every true 
Carholie is obliged to an implicit, paſſive obe- 
dience to the infallible orders of the Pope and 
Ohurch, and to facrifice every thing in this 
world where the good of the church is in queſ- 


tion, under the pain of future, eternal puniſh- 
ment: Whilft thefe continue to be the known 
practice of their clergy, who have ſuch an eaſy 


:accels to, and power over the people, it is not 


to be wondered at, that we are cautious in plac- 
ing a-confidence in their loyalty. No doubt the 


more thinking and ſenfible amongſt them, (and- 
the Priefts themſelves) ſee the great abſurdity of 
theſe motions, fo deſtructive to the peace and 
fafety of ſociety, ſo contrary to nature, and to 
every generous feeling of the human heart. But 


it is from the common people, who are gene- 
rally the executors of miſchief, that the danger 
is to be expected, eſpecially when ſtimulated by 


their clergy, who, it is well known, hold them 


in the moſt abject ſtate of ſubmiſſion and ſlavery ; 


to which confeſſion not a little contributes, as 
it gives them a power over their actions as well 
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| | as purſes. Indeed, where ſtrong prejudices 

i . againſt, and an hatred to all other religions, are 
grafted upon ignorance, and. a furious zeal 

| kindled in their hearts; in times of diſtreſs, 

there is no knowing to what dangers, our liber- 

ties and the conſtitution my be liable. 


CovLp theſe. few. difficulties be removed, 
the number of Priefts leſſened, and aſſurances 
given, full and. convincing, that the. Pope and 
Church would always be confidered as ſubſervient 
to moral obligation, to their loyalty, and the ſafety. 
of the late, I ſee no reaſon why they ſhould 
| not be intitled to the liberties and privileges of 
—_.- - other ſubjects. Their. forms and ceremonies, 
and. the free exerciſe of their religion,, may they 
ever enjoy; we wiſh.them all the freedom this 
way, that even ſelf-partiality could deſire: Su- 
perior light and knowledge will, it is probable, 
in time. looſen their attachment to many things 
which we think the diſgrace of a rational reli- 
gion. But there is not room, in a ſingle. letter 
to do juſtice to a ſubject of ſuch importance, 
which, perhaps, may be reſumed on ſome u- 
ure occaſion. 
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I am, Sirs, 


Your moſt humble ſervant, : 
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1 k r T © 1 Xt 
To Lozrv TOWNSHEND. 
ene] vill a taker unfolds 


My Lo RD, Fol 25, 77 8 


H A D you b auge 
with depriving thoſe gentlemen of their employ- 


ments who were not purchaſers of them, you 
might have pleaded miniſterial neceſſity for ſuch. 
conduct; but your late unparalleled robbery of 
a numerous family ſhall-not eſcape the pen of 
BRUTUS: Even you, my Lord, amidit your 


cups, have ſometimes acknowledged (perhaps 

you might have done it only in your uſual cari- 
cature ſtile) that there is a God, an alleſeeing 
providence, and that there will be an Hereaften. 


That you will experience the truth of hat, 

there cannot be a doubt; it would be criminal 
to believe that thy ſins will not be numbered on 
thy guilty bead. The Engliſb papers inform us, 


that John Walſh was convicted of and execute! 


for robbing James Lowndes of thirteen: ſhillings 
and three pence, and you, as yet, live to glory, 


amidſt your fexw friends, that you have robbed 


the fanuly of Sir Edward Newenham of 4000l. 
and. to . if poſſible, more villainy to your 
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conduct, you ſtudiouſly copy the arts of Richard: . 
III. by employing your emiſſaries to deprive a 
happy and (by marriage) an united family of 
their domeſtic peace. Already one of your 
tools exults in public company, that he has 
obeyed your wiſh, by inveigling the younger 
brother to adopt principles incompatible with 
the patriot ideas of the elder brother. But 
know, thou tyrant; (as Sir. Charles Burton juftly 
titles you) that there will come a day of judg- 
ment, when you muſt appear before an impartial 
judge. If juſtice was to take place, that hour 
would not be very diſtant. Execrated for all 
your other acta, you only wanted to make the 
catalogue compleat, and now you have obtained 
your WISH. Richards, Alvas, Jeferies, Neros, 
Mansfields; even Balf and Quiris, all rejoice to 
find that they have a ſuperior. If, hereafter, 
hiſtoric writers want to draw: the character of a 
MAN, ©©loft to all ſenſe of ſhame; an enemy 
C to virtue and honour; deſtitute of humanity ; . 
e fporting with the miferies of a loyal nation; 
ſquandering the publie treaſures on whores, . 
4. pimps, and buffoons; loading an impoveriſhed 
, country with burthenſome employments ; de- 

baſing the delegated dignity of royal Majeſty 

by revelling with the moſt abandoned charac- 
«ers; endeavouring to rob the brave. of their 
«<.olory, by a vain attempt to pluck the Twell- 


«earned laurel crown * the head of the 
6c glori ious 
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ce glorious WOLEE,”) they could not find that 
character compleat but in your. lordſhip it is 
there they muſt ſeek for the GREAT ORIGINAL. 
The worſt of characters can boaſt of ſome vir- 
tues to oppoſe to their crimes; you can only 
boaſt of a ſhare in two, viz. the Octennial 


Tux moſt wanton act of tyranny and op- 
preſſion, that ever diſgraced the annals of 
James II. reign, has been outdone: by your - 
Lordſhip, to, mark the reign of George III. with | 
additional diſgrace; what ſyſtem of govern- 
ment is this? It is a ſyſtem that the infatuated - 
Charles 1. ſuffered. for; it is a ſyſtem: that the 
ſuperſtitious James II. was expelled for: The 

lends, of revolution principles are plundered 
and oppreſſed ; the ſupporters, of the: abdicated 
family are careſſed and rewarded with the pro- 
perty of :its opponents. Conſcious of the fla- 
grancy of the act, though ſurrounded by a 
Phalanx of venal members, you wiſely delayed 
ſigning the warrant until the Parliament was 
prorogued. Had that victim of your deſpotic 
and unmanly. rage, Sir Edward Nexenbam, aroſe 
in the houſe to recite ſuch a tranſaction, .reſent- 
ment would have emerged from the hearts of 

the Members, and with juſt indignation, they 

would have impeached you. When you found 

threats would not do, you ſtqoped to your uſua! 
arts > 
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arts of briberyz but there you found, as Sir 
Charles Burton emphatically expreſſes it, that- 


Sir Edavard Newenham's ſoul was not caſt in 


« the ſame corrupted mould with, Mr. Lan- 
4 Fert's. . | 


Troven violent meaſures; ſuch as the nur 
der in St. George's Fields, and the expulſion of 
Mr. Wilkes; have obtained the fanction of a ve- 
nal majority in England; yet you may not eſ- 
cape the juſt indignation of the Iriſh" nation: 
Thoſe men, who now compoſe your ſyſtem of 
government, under the miſcalled title of an 
atminiſtration of juſtice, are ſo much aſhamed. 
of your acts, that they do not even attempt to 
defend them, except in your preſence. Vour 
new commiſſioners and new ſurveyors dread to 
meet a parliament, on whole journals there are 
reſolutions againff them ; But they muſt remain - 
1. here to wait their fate.” Your Lordſhip, 
may, for a time, elude the hand of juſtice, 
though your recal is not far off; but ſhould. 
you even live to land ſafe on the Britiſb ſhore, 
a certain member will meet you there, and he 
will not eaſtly part with you; he is a man of 
ſpirit and honour*®. During your whole admi- 
niſtration, you endeavoured to ſubvert the con- 
Aitution ; your ſucceſſor will feel the attendant 


Lord Brllament has proved this, 
| _ conſequences: / 


* 
* 
"A 
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l 
conſequences of your miſconduct. The oppreſ- 
fions of the people are ſo many and weighty, 
that they may not be induced to wait for the 
ordinary courſe of juſtice; though ſurrounded 
by files of courtiers, placemen and bullies, vou 
_ fall into the hands of juſtice. 
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Tur kx has not been a c fince the year 
1688 when the ſiſter kingdoms groaned under 
fuch oppreſſions as the preſent; though this 
kingdom remained free from perfonal injuries 
until your arrival. It ista fact, deducible from 
antient, as welk as modern hiſtory, that all the 
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tyranny which was (by the lawleſs hand of def- | 
potic power) ever eſtabliſhed over freemen, has 13 
proved (and probably will ever prove) upon : % | ; 
certain conjunctures, the cauſe of its own: de- 1 i 


ſtruction. The very methods, that tyrants have 

taken, to enereaſe and preſerve their power, 

have proved the only means, whereby it could 

be ſucceſsfully-overthrown: According to your 1 

plan of government, all freedom of debate in 

parliament muſt ceaſe; and all the uſe you 

would ſuffer a parliament to be of, would be, 

to tax the nation according to your will and 

pleaſure. It was owing to the freedom of de- 

bate uſed by Lord Ruſſel, and others, that the 

Engliſh' owe their liberties. It was the daring | 

to reaſon freely, that maintained the Proteflant * 

religign: And if you remain to meet another 
Parliament, 
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_ -Parliament, you may ſind the good effects of 
free debating*. There are no more Shannons + 
and Elys, and Mr. Ponſonby cannot (nor will he) 
change, he has pledged his honour in full aſſem- 
bly, and he has done the like to private perſons. 
Stupidity, inattention, corruption, and other 
cauſes, have hitherto depraved the minds of 
many of our repreſentatives to ſuch a degree, 
rhat they forget their o]n honour, the intereſt 
of their poſterity, and blindly ſupport your op- 
preſſive plans: Tour cunning (as your favourite 
- Wag ftaffe expreſſes it) took advantage of this 
ſtupidity, inattention, and corruption; and 
you have improved the opportunity, and by 
that means, moulded the ſhallow underſtandings 
of ſome men as you pleafed: Nay (to give yor- 
your due) to ſuch an exceſs have you proceed- 
ed, in triumphing over thoſe wretches, whom 
you have deluded, that you ridicule and cari- 
cature them at your o.n table. You have 
obliged them to acquieſce in the greateſt abſur- 
dies, and ſubmit their reaſon to your direction. 
Vou indulge ſome in every ſpecies of vice and 
diſorder; and you oblige them by theſe endear- 
ing favours ſo much, that they are ever ready 
to undergo the moſt diſgraceful, and moſt igno- 
minious orders that yon dictate. It is impoſſible, 
that thoſe, who adminiſter public affairs, ſſiould 
govern according to virtue and juſtice, unleſs 
they are wirtuous themſelves. The emigration 


*Lord Townſtend wiſely foreſaw thi-, and was recalled. 
OY 0 
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of ſo many of our natives to America, and Go- - 
vernor Debriſay's ſettlement at St. John's Iſland, 
cannot be wondered at. Mr. Conoth's ever- 
curſed riot- act, ſupported by your Excellency, 
for no other purpoſe than to gain the friendſhip 
of the two Mr. O' Neils, together with an ab- 
horrence of bad meaſures and worſe men, have. 
induced numbers of the Northern manufacturers, 
to give up all ſort of partiality for a country, 
deprived of the protection of virtue, and the 
bleſſings of liberty, which only can make men 
happy. Where infamous and weak men pre- 
fide, corrupt meaſures, and a train of proſtitu- 
tions, can be the only rule for the adminiſtration 
of public affairs; can any Iriſbman be happy, 
when almoſt every countenance he meets, ex- 
hibits, in the moſt feeling manner, the doleful 
picture of poverty and opprefion? Can he draw 
+ line, or ſtrike a difference, between a country 
enſlaved as Poland, by military 1 or by 
the bribed conſent of its conſtituents“? 


"7,8 


* 


Ix a country, chil ituated, it is the duty r 


every honeſt man, not to fhrink at the danger, 
or comply with the corruption of the times; he 
ſhould oppoſe as far as he is able, and dare to 
be bone; in order to iÞduce others to follow his 


*- View the preſent ſtate of that an: ent 2 . 
the degeneracy.of its Senators has proved its ruin. 
example; 
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example, and to terrify, by his courage and 
ou perſeverance in a good cauſe, thoſe, who labour 
= to overbear him, in ſupport of a bad one; * f 


are the Principles of 


EE T T RXV.” 
To Loxp-TOWNSHEND. 


Ws tir horn: Anau a. rr. 


deceived them; you inveigled them into a be- 


carry on the. King s buſineſs without diſobliging 
the Iriſh nation. It was your abſurd plan of 
adminiſtration that occaſioned ſuch. oppoſition to 
you; and when. you raiſed that oppoſition to ſuch 
a heighth, as impeachments would have taken 
place, only for that motorious apoſtate Lord 
Shannon, you were - obliged to create employ- 


penſions originated from your miſ- conduct. Had 


— 


. 5 BRU TUS. 


OUR RE CAE IL is now de- 
Cd; all the long catalogues of jobs and 
oppreſſions, which you tiled your ſervices, have 
not availed; the Britih miniſtry find: you have 


lief of your ability, by your undertaking to 


ments to bribe off ſome of the op poſition; all 
the additional load of taxes, employments, and 


70 


535 : 
you been content to have done only the King's: 
buſineſs, and laid aſide the office of Lord. Juſ- 


tices, you would have had a happy and agreea- 
ble reſidence here, and the prayers: of a gene- 


rous nation would have entreated your royal. 


maſter to continue you in this government: 
Such a conduct. would have gained you a greater 
and, certainly, a more reſpectable majority than 
you had in parliament. The powerful connec- 

tions of Lord Shannon and his father =in-law 
could not have given you a moment's uneaſineſs; 

they would not have had any grievances to re- 


dreſs, had there not been a creation of uſeleſs 


and unneceſſary employments ; Mr. Flood would 
have been ſilent ; but you ſurniſhed him with 
themes to deſcant on; your inability to govern: 


brought. you into the dilemma of leaving an 
everlaſting ſtain on your name; Lord Shannon + 


— 


and Mr. Ponſonby were too young in the annals. 


of patriotiſm, to gain the confidence of the pub-- 


lic; they hd been too long hacknied in the cor- 
ruption of former. adminiſtrations for the people, 


at once, to deem them /incexe in their oppoſi- 


tion: Confidence is a plant of ſlow growth, . it 


is the reſult of long experience; neither Lord 
Shannon or Mr. Ponſonby could have made the 
figure they did in the Houſe of Commons, if. 


they had not then been ſupporting a good cauſe. 
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Yov came over here at a time, and under 
fuch circumſtances, as would (had ydu ſenſe to 
know it, or had your corrupted heart "inclined 
you to it) have rendered it eaſy for you to have 
out- rivalled, even Lord Chefterfield, in the breaſts 
of Iriſb- men; your firſt appearance, marked 
with the Octennial Law, gave us hopes of hap- 
pineſs and eaſe during your adminiſtration. 


So from ſoft breezes of the ſouthern win 

| Unnumber'd ſweets we fondly hope to find; 
But iſudden, ah ! they bring tmmoderate rain; 
Hnd fadlymender promis'd pleaſures vain. 


How are you fallen! though you had more 
opportunities than fell to the lot of any two of 
your predeceſſors, yet you have not gained a real 
friend. Arcbbiſboprics, Biſpaprics, Deaneries, 
aumberleſs great Livings, Regiments, Commilſion- 
ers, Surveyors, Guagers and Tide=ewaiters em- 
ployments have fallen into your diſpoſal. -Court- 
ney and Jephſon are the only companions of 
vour exile at the Black-rock. Notwithſtanding 
your popiſſi printer Hoey weekly advertiſes that 
chere is to be a levee at the Caſtle, yet the num- 
ber attending there is as /mall as they are con- 
Temprtible. Even Hoey begins to ridicule you, 
for thus he inſerts your paragraph begging a 


levee: 
Tt 


„ yt - 


| Juſi publiſhed by. 4 printer 1 
Congs comic c and ſatyrical, by George Alexander” 
Stevens. 

I LOVE FUN, KEEP IT UP; LECTURE: o 
HEADS. 
i There ævill be a levee at the Caftle, until fur- 
| ther notice. 
Ji publiſhed by the printer hereof, 
The MERRY ANDREW. 


Tn above is a proper exhibition of you, be- 
tween a Song fler and a Merry, Andrew; nature 
form'd you for ſuch company; you are poſſeſſed 
of an affluent fortune, why ſhould. you covet 


more, at the expence of a whole nation? To 


judge of your ſyſtem of government, we muſt 
join ignorance and corruption, deceit and petu- 


lance, tyranny and obſtinacy; your meaſures are 


pregnant with the moſt: fatal conſequences to 
the common and inſeparable intereſts of the ſiſter 
kingdoms; upon the vigilance and union of. 
Iriſbmen depends our ſucceſs and ſafety, in op- 
poſition to your plans; I ſpeak not of. the mem- 

bers of parliament, for I fear they are too ve- 
nal, I mean the aggregate body of Iriſh free- 
holders ; we honour and reſpect our glorious an- 
ceſtors for their magnanimity in defending, 'and 
their virtue in tranſmitting to us the bleſſing of 
our happy conſtitution; can we avoid curſing 


the 


— 
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the degeneracy of ſome of their preſent ſueceſ- 
ſors? In whatever ſhape we view a Conolly. or 
a. Cary, a> Brooke" or Berresford,, we find the 
contraft of their anceſtors. As to Mr. Conolly, 
years of repentance Tan never alleviate the 
crime of his riot-a#, firſt ſuggeſted by you, 
compleated by a majority of fools. When you 
introduced Cary into the Privy Council, you 
maliciouſly did it, by way of ridicule ; you flat- 
tered his ne plus ultra, by affuring him, his puns 
were witty. That lump of pride and folly Sir 
AuTnaor Brooke, was eafily enſhared by your 
wiles, his vanity was ſoothed by the promiſe of 
a title. Berresford, being a meer weather-cock, 
you artfully ſowed diviſions in his family, and 
weaned him from the only ornament his family 
could boaſt of, viz. Mr. Flood. Theſe are four 
of your choſen counſellors; and the world can 
witneſs that the four put together could not form, 
out of ſuch a ſolid maſs, one man of ſenſe. 
They might have flipped out of this life, un- 
obſerved and forgotten, but for your raiſing 
them to public view, and of courſe to public 
deteſtation and everlaſting infamy. In ſhort, 
you have not gained a fingle man to ſupport your 
meaſures, but fools or knaves. 


Taz time will fon arrive when the oppreſ- 
fions of the people muſt rouze them from their 


lethargy, and animate them to reſentment, 4 
worthy, 


1 
' eworthy memento of your tyranny, Sir Edward 
Newenham, gave the kingdom a hint of the de- 
fign of the Land Tax, and of that ultimate 
ſtab to the trade of this kingdom, by the new 
adopted plan of lowering the intereſt of money 
to five per cent. in order to fink the current coin 
of the kingdom, into the Treaſury. If our par- 
liament ſhould daringly and treaſonably attempt 
to carry theſe pernicious plans into execution, 
the people will inſtantly recal their delegated 
power; they will not ſuffer themſelves to be a 
longer deceived, and oppreſſed. They will not 

let the ſophiſtry of a Hutchiſon, the hypocriſy 
of a Malone, nor the BRavinc of a Monk 

Maſon, draw off their attention from thoſe 
grand points; as they are points of ſuch conſe- 
quence, that, excepting the ſalvation of their 
fouls, their courage and fortitude-cannov' he ex- 
erted in weightier matters. We are on the pre- 
cipice of deſtruQion, therefore every thing we 
do to prevent that deſtruQtion, is laauful, and 

warranted. by the /azus of Go and man. If the 
original conſtitution, eſtabliſhed by Magna Char- 
ta, and fo ſolemply ratified by many kings of 
theſe realms, is, infringed, is it not conſtitutional 
to reſtore it to its prittine vigour? Let not the 
members of either Houſe of Parliament, ima- 
gine that the liberties of this kingdom depend 
on their caprice. That idea is as vain as it is 
abſurd, for they are but an atom to the aggre- 


gate 


> 
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gute body of the freeholders at large. The enor- 
mous number of placemen and penſioners, who 

now fill the Iriſb Houſe of Commons, are be- 
come alarming to the conſtitution. Who can 
read that hiſt of venal wretches without indigna- 
tion? The wretched defenders of your admi- 
niſtration, never attempted to argue on facts, 
they are the children of falſhood, yet-their de- 
Fence was only wox et preteria nibil. Your op- 
preſſive ſchemes remind us of the Carthaginians, 
who having conquered the iſland of Sardinia, 
made a decree, that the Sardinians ſhould nat 
Taiſe corn, nor purchaſe .it from any other na- 
tion but the Carthaginians. Juſt ſo you act. 
If a whore ſolicits, you recommend her petition 
as a neceſſary ſupport of government; if a 
| Scotch pimp tells Lord North a lye for you, he 
& to be rewarded with a Commiſſioner's place, 
though by nature he was deſigned as a pimp for 
a brothel. If the Iriſb parliament addreſs againſt 
a new board of Commiſſioners, or even againſt | 
the wretched Nyſon's penſion, you treat their 
addreſſes with contempt and inſolence; which 
behaviour may be returned to you when the par- 
Tiament meets, if they have the ſpirit 


Et najores veſtros et poſteros cogitare. 


And that they may is the ſincere wiſh of 
e BRU TUS. 
TTETTEX 
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L E T T E R XV. 


To the CONDUCTORS of the HIBERNIAN 
JOURNAL. 

4 defence of the political onincitles of the Pxo0- 
TESTANT DISSENTERS; in anſwer to the - 
aſperfrons thrown. on that Body, in the Mercury 
of the 26th of September laſt. 


For ſure, if dulneſs ſees a-grateful day, 

"Tis in the ſhade of arbitrary ſway. 

A conſtant critic, at the great man's board 

To fetch and carry nonſenſe for my Lord. 
Porz. 


GENTLEMEN, 


I T was reſerved for the admini- 
ſtration of a Townſhend to encourage paraſites, 
and hireling ſcribblers, to abuſe the great and 
reſpectable body of Proteſtant Diſſenters; who, 
in point of numbers, have a large majority over 
thoſe of the eſtabliſhment. They being chiefly 
in the midling and lower ranks in the commu- 
nity, are, perhaps, on this account, the moſt 
uſeful members of it; and have been juſtly con- 
ſidered as the ſtrength and bulwark of. the Pro- 
teſtant .intereſt in Ireland. They have, like- 


wiſe, 


1 


wiſe, been moſt firmly attached to every govern- 
ment that was favourable to liberty and the 
proſperity of their country. What J allude to, 
are the baſe inſinuations againſt the loyalty of 
the Diſſenters, in the Mercury of the 26th of 

September laſt, dictated by ignorance, and a blind 
reſentment. I blame not the Printer for pub- 
liſhing it, becauſe that was in the way of his 
buſineſs, and he was, no doubt, well paid for 
his trouble, as it will render his paper obnoxious 
to thouſands. The hateful paragraph aſſerts, 
« That it is the duty of every friend to truth, 
and the public weal, to oppoſe the turbulence 
« of a reſtleſs faction; and to check the pride 
„of thoſe mal-contents, who cannot brook 

that ſubordinate rank in the community, which 
« chance or nature has aſſigned them. This is 
* notoriouſly the characteriſtic of that ſect, to 
which Oliver Plunket belongs.” The author 
goes on to lament, that the mild principles of 
the toleration ſhould be ſo perverted by them; 
and in a dark paragraph, which paſſeth all un- 
derſtanding, appeals to the conduct of this race 
of men in the year 1746. He ſeems very angry 
at their turbulent diſpoſition, in oppoling any 
government; and, that they are not fonder of 
Cathelics—and adds, that as determined oppo- 
nents to military government, and augmenta- 
tions, they excite ſuch a rebellious fpirit among 
the common people, as obliges the landed gen- 
try. 


It + 1 


try, and the Northern patriots, to ſollicit the 
aid of the military, &c. &c. But, 1 muſt refer 
the reader to the paper itſelf. I have not pa- 
tience to tranſcribe it; for it is one continued 
impudent aſſertion of fal ſhoods. It was deſign- 
ed as a preface to the defence of Lord 
- Townſhend's government. A laboured piece of 
rant it is, of mere aſſertions, compoſed by the 
triumvirate ſcribes and phariſees, and was after- 
wards laid before their. patron for his approba- 
tion; ſo that, as Fribble ſays, it was the joint 
produce of their little . community. 'The de- 
fence is very ſuperficial, and the gauze covering, 
drawn over their corruption, ſo very thin, that 
it only makes it look the more abominable. 
The deſign of this letter, being chiefly to vin- 
dicate the political principles of the Proteſtant 
Diſſenters, I ſhall only remark on their reply, 
to what was objected againſt the appointment of 
the five new Commiſſioners, leaving the reſt to 
an abler pen. The utility of this appointment 
is aſſerted, becauſe, that in a few months the 
new Board have diminiſhed the charges of inci- 
dents above 6000l. per annum; and that, in a 
few years, Mr. P 
26,0001. per annum. If this be fact, it muſt 
have been the whole Board as well as Mr. F. 
But, as to .incidental charges, they fluctuate as 
occaſions require. Perhaps, at this time, the 
{me kind of occurrences did not happen, that 

Vo“. I. GS raiſed 


raiſed theſe charges above 
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-T5iſed them fo high 1 in MI. 8 But the 
queſtion reſts not upon this, If Mr. P—— 
did wrong, and hurted the revenue, all that can 
be ſaid is, that another only ſhould have been 
put in his place. From my knowledge of the 
revenue laws, and the duties incumbent on its 
ſeveral officers, I do affirm, that three Commiſ- 
ſioners, who underſtand buſineſs, and who will 
attend, and make a conſtant board, are fully 
ſufficient for all the purpoſes of their office. 
The old number of ſeven were appointed, be- 
_ cauſe ſome of them did not attend at all, or even 
reſide here; and alſo, in caſe of ſickneſs, that 
there ſhould always be three to make a board; 
but five at moſt, is enough. The raiſing of the 
revenue, or lowering the charges of incidents, 
does not in the leaſt prove the neceſſity, or wiſ- 
dom, in appointing five additional ones; it only 
ſhews, that the other ſeven had not done their 
duty, and ſhould have been diſmiſſed. The 
Economy of aà commercial kingdom required 
this. I here appeal to every ſenſible officer in 
the revenue, whether the old number, viz. ſe- 
ven Commiſſioners, were not more than ſuffi- 
cient, for every neceſſary regulation? and whe- 
ther, by proper orders, ſent to the Inſpectors 
and Suryeyors General, the different Collectors, 
and Surveyors, ſuch regulations would not take 
place in every department of the reyenue, as 


would promote its —_— as fully as if twenty 
more 


77 "883-7 


more Commilioners were created. The. gloſs 
of incidents thrown over this new charge, or 
impoſition on the public, is too trifling to need 


farther diſcuſſion. But theſe Commiſſioners have, 
at a very conſiderable charge to the public, both 


a Sollicitor and an Attorney to aſſiſt them in 
their buſineſs, and to inſtruct them in every part 
of the revenuedaws.—By means of theſe, new 
regulations might have been formed, old laws 
enforced, and apparent abuſes rectified, that 
would have at once increaſed the revenue, and 
aſſiſted the fair trader. Befide, by the returns 
of the Surveyors and Inſpectors General, and the 
monthly diaries of the - Surveyors, they know 
what is doing in every diſtri, how the inferior 
officers behave, and what is neceſſary to be done. 


A proper attention to the ſtate of affairs, thus ſo 


conſtantly laid before them, would eaſily have 
ſhewn them what was to be rectified, and what 
to be done. Their orders are generally cloſely 
attended to by the inferior officers, and if given 
with judgment, would have diffuſed a diligence 
and activity throughout the whole claſs; the 
effects of which would ſoon have appeared. 
Surely no man of ſenſe will ſay, that ſeven 
Commiſſioners, thus aſſiſted by two lawyers, and 
ſuch intelligence laid ſo often before them, were 
not ſufficient to regulate and take care of the 
revenue of Ireland. I aſſert they are as ſuffi- 
dient for thus purpoſe as ſeven hundred. But 
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the new creation are in the right, in attempting 
to ſhew their ſignificance. After all, we have 
but the aſſertion of the Mercury for it; and 
ſhould be glad to know ſome of thoſe new re- 
gulations, and how the decreaſe of the inci- 
dents are owing to them.—But the neceſſity of 
theſe additional officers can never be demonſtrat- 
ed. A change of the old who did not do their 
duty, ſhould undoubtedly have taken place. 
'The ſubjeR has led me farther to obſerve, that 
when Gentlemen are ſometimes ſent over to us, 
who know nothing of buſineſs, or perhaps of 
figures, and are intire ſtrangers to our laws and 
revenue, what uſeful regulations can be expeR- 
ed from ſuch. They come now and then, ſign 
2 few warrants that are laid before them, with- 
out perhaps knowing what they mean; ror-in- 
deed is it of any uſe but rather hurt, as ſome- 
times the merchant is detained in waiting till 
their -Honours arrive. — When they do, they 
drink coffee, .read a few letters, chat about the 
news of the day; and often when they are at 
this important work, ſome reputable traders are 
waiting their leiſure to be heard about buſineſs 
that requires diſpatch. ' They ſoon after retire 
to the Levee, and from thence to dine. But as 
for any careful inveſtigation of the revenue 
laws, or a cloſe attention to what would pre- 
mote its intereſt, it is very ſeldom to be ſeen. 


Had our Merchants the ſpirit of men in them, 
they 


1 ws J 


they would long ago have reſented their impe- 
rious treatment of them, and have made a juſt 
and proper complaint of their ignorance and 
idleneſs to the Lords of the Treaſury. I muſt 
here obſerve, that Mr. Ponſonby had a very 


honourable teſtimony paid him, by the Mer- 


chants and Traders, to his affability and atten- 
tion to buſineſs, when he was a Commiſſioner. 
It is, in truth, ſhameſul- to ſee ſuch men fit as 
judges on trials, where large property is at ſtake z 
for, inſtead of patient, impartial judges, earneſt 
to diſcover truth, they act rather like Sollicitors 
for the crowns almoſt taking it for granted, 
that all men, againſt whom informations are 
lodged, are guilty. The late Counſellor Har- 
ward, of cough ſignificant, and facetious memo- 
ry, cured them for ſome time of this, by the 


ſtrength of ridicule, and by giving them a hu- 


morous, IJriſb paraphraſe on an Engliſh act of 
parliament. The Commiſſioners then preſent 
were chiefly of + new importation, and, for 
the good of his client, he explained to them the 
price of a pair of gloves in Ireland, which, he 
faid, was from a thirteen-pence to twenty gui- 
neas ; and added, that ſometimes their Esnours 
Officers exacted a pair, at the higheſt price, for 
the good of the revenue; as witnels preſent, ſaid 
he, pointing to the officer who had entered the 
information, This turned the tables; and one 


of the Engliſh Commiſſioners ſeriouſly obſerving, 
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chat the beſt ves in London were ſold for half 
Aa guinea, the ſcene became very laughable, and 
he carried his cauſe.— But, to our ſubject; even 
before the laſt five Commiſſioners were appoint- 
ed, I was ever of opinion, that twq at leaſt out 


of the old ſeven were appointed, merely to give 
the crown more welght and influence; and, 
' unleſs it can be proved, that ſeven were in{u{- 


ficient to do the buſineſs, there has been no pro- 
per anſwer given. Almoſt the whole reply is 
nothing but ſurface work, and will, no doubt, 
ſoon be cleared away. Would a man of com- 
mon ſenſe, in private life, if he had more ſer- 

ants than were neceſſary, and yet found his 
AG neglected, hire five more, to eat him 
up? No;—he would at once diſmiſs the uſeleſs 
and idle, and replace them with ſuch as would 
be faithſul and diligent. But twelve ſeems to be 
the number fixed on by arbitrary government 


for ſtrengthening their forces. In Queen Anne's 
reign, there were twelve new peers created, to 
give the court a majority in the Houſe of Lords. 


Our new Commiſſioners have juſt put me in 
mind of them ; they compleat the fame number ; 
and, like the Peers, will ſave the Tellers in the 
Houſe ſome trouble, when heads are to be 
reckoned on a diviſion ;_ for they need only 


ſpeak by their foreman; but it is to be feared, 


their verdict will never be given in favour of 


therty. Five, at leaſt, _ of thoſe Gentle- 


men 


ww Ti 


men we muſt conſider as a ſort of ſtate nuiſau-· 


ces, uſeleſs ſupernumeraries, foiſted in upon us 
at a great expence, contrary, to the ſenſe of the 
national repreſentatives, and conſequently muſt 
be conſidered in the ſame light, as if they had 
been put upon the penſion liſt: ſo much for. 
their Honours—of whom it is time to take 
leave, and to pay my reſpects to the Proteſtant 
Diſſenters, who have been ſo groſly miſrepre- 


ſented and abuſed. As a vindication of their. 


political principles, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, 
that they have always been oppreſſed and per- 


ſecuted by governments that were arbitrary; 


but moſt firmly attached to every adminiſtration 
that was favourable to liberty, or who maig- 
tained the rights and privileges of the people. 
If in the courſe of the argument it ſhall appear 
that the eſtabliſhed Hierarchy was unalterably 
on the fide of arbitrary power, or ready to con- 
cur with its meaſures ; that our liberties and the 


freedom of our conſtitution were repeatedly ' 


wounded, and brought to the brink of deſtruc- 
tion, by eccleſiaſtical policy, it is hoped, that 


whatever writers or ſpeakers- ſhall in ſuture in- 


diſcriminately apply the terms factious, turbu- 
lent and rebellious to the Proteſtant Diſſenters, 
will be marked as enemies to liberty; and, for a 


total ignorance of the moſt important hiſtorical | 
facts. In proof of what has been propoſed, 1 
Wall avoid all rant and dec lama tion on a ſubject 
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that requires not ſuch falſe lights, being founded 
on truth. Preciſion. and inferences, fairly de- 
ducible from authorities and facts, not to be 
controverted, are what I ſhall attend to. I ſhall 
attempt coming to cloſe quarters with the ene- 
my; and muſt hegin when the Reformation itſelf 
was in its infancy, in Queen FElizabet?rs time: 
The reign of this renowned Princeſs was, in 
many reſpects, glorious and happy. By taking 
the Proteitant religion under her protection, and 
ſucceeding ſuch a fire-brand as her ſiſter, he 
bloody Queen Mary, her popularity and imperious 
ſpirit raiſed her almoſt above all reſtraint. It 
muſt be allowed, that her government, in ſeve- 
ral inſtances, was moſt arbitrary. Hume ſeru- 
ples not to affirm, that it was, in the higheſt de- 
gree, deſpotic; as much ſo as that of the Stuarts; 
and from thence apologizes for the Princes of 
that Houſe; as if the mal-adminiftration of the 
one, was a ſufficient excuſe for the other. But 
Magna Charta and the freedom of the conſtitu- 
tion were aſcertained long before the time of 
Elizabeth, who hated the Puritans, who at firſt; 
alone, had the boldneſs to call the legality of 
her meaſures in queſtion. Hume, (whoſe par- 
tiality to this ſect is not to be ſuſpected) freely 
allows, that the Puritan Members in the Houſe 
of Commons were the firſt who dared to aſſert 
the liberty of the ſubject. This teſtimony from 
him does them honour, They were impatient 
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of the illegal reſtraints laid upon them, and ts 
ſee the rights of the conſtitution in! fringed. Tt 
was owing chiefly to their conduct that a ſpirit 
of true freedom was then raiſed among the peo- 
ple (which now would be called faction) ane 
hath ſubſiſted till this day They ſuffered deep- 
ly for the in trepidity of their behaviour, and un- 
der went a ſevere perſecution. The Queen at 
length paſſed a law to deprive them intirely of 
liberty of conſcience. We ſhall ſdon be con- 
vinced of the dangers ſuch a galla ant ſtand ex- 
poſed theſe people to, and of their magnanunity-. 
hen. we conſider the ſtretches ſne gave to the 
prerogative. Her tyrannical proceedings in re- 
ſtraining the deliberations of the people s repre- 
ſentatives in Parliament (it would in thek 6 ng 
bring 4 King ts the block!) were often repeated 
She threatened ſome, jmprifoned others, and fi 
lenced all by the thunder of her prerogative. 
She has threatened, with an oath, to unſrock a 
Biſhop ; and the haughty domineering ſpirit of 
her Father, Harry, ſo poſſeſſed her, that ſhe iu- 
timidated both her Council and Parliament fron; 
oppoſing her meaſures. The Puritans ſtill con- 
tinued to aſſert their rights ; they ſtood firm by 
the ſtandard of libertv, diffuſed her generous 
ſpirit, and nobly tranſiuitted it to poſterity. The 
arbitrary pedantic James, who ſucceeded Eliga- 
beth, made the deſpotic reign of that Princeſs 
be forgotten. Her penetration, activity, refo- 
83 lotion, 
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lution, frugality, and the wiſdom of * coun- 
ſels, raiſed her above all difficulties; and her 


country to. an unuſual pitch of glory and proſ- 


perity. In moſt of theſe, her ſucceſſor was 
deficient. Though bred a Preſbyterian, flat- 
terers and deſigning men had early inſtilled into 
him, high flown notions of prerogative and 
ingly power. He had been greatly reſtrained 
however, by his Scotch ſubjcQs, and was, when 


he mounted the Engliſb throne, fully convinced, 
that a Preſbyterian form of government was ut- 
terly inconſiſtent with the defigns he had in view. 
He was Solomon enough to obſerve, that the ec- 


\ 


cleſiaſtical eſtabliſnment, whoſe members look- 


ed to him for preſerment, was moſt ſalutary to 


his views, and at onee threw himſelf into the 
boſom of the church. His motto afterwards 
was—No Biſhop—no King. The Biſhops ſoon 
fell in with every thing he propoſed. The 
Preſbyterians and Puritans oppoſed him, as an 
enemy to liberty, and for adopting arbitrary 
meaſures: He, in return, hated them. Perhaps 


no Prince ever had a ſtronger inclination for ab- 
folute dominion than James; but happy fer 


England, his pedantry, his theological diſputes, 
and puſillanimity, prevented his being greatly 
miſchievous. His youngeſt fon, Charles I. was 
undoubtedly ruined by his inſtructions and ex- 
awple. We ſee how unfriendly theſe two 


zeigns proved to the Puritans, and how con- 
en 


FAN 


ently hay all along acted under their grievan 
ces. At the -Hampton-cour! controverſy, this 
wiſe King ſtuck the chair into the throne, and 
fat as judge of the theological wranglings. A 
certain Biſhop was fo edified by what his Ma- - 
jeſty had ſpoken, that he faid, © he ſurely f 
„ ſpoke by the ſpecial influence of the divine 
{© ſpirit:“ What a picus good ſoul this muſt have 
veen!—Obſerve, this was not puritanic cant. 
This famous ſpiritual encounter ended as moſt _ 
other diſputes do,—in ſending each man away 
more fully attached, and more bigotted to his 
own opinion:” A ſpirit of enquiry, however, 
began a little to gain ground by it: People were 
not ſo backward to call the infallible wiſdom of 
their forefathers, in religious matters in queſtion : 
juſt notions of the rights to be granted, and 
maintained by a free, legal conſtitution, began 
to be more generally diffuſed ; and the conſtant 
oppoſition given by the Puritans to any infringe- 
ment on their privileges, gained aver many ad: 
herents, and carried the glorious ſpirit of free- 
dom into the following reign; and happy was 
it- for the conſtitution that this was the caſe. 
We are now arrived at a period great, and in- 
tereſting, in which we ſhall fee from undoubted * 
facts, and the higheſt authorities, by what party 
or denomination the freedom of the conſtitution, 
and rights of the people were wounded and 
deſtroyed, —Here I ſhall. beg the particular at- 
tention 
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tention of the reader. Charles I. in the career 
of folly and wickedneſs, to which he was fti- 
mulated by Laud, Strafford, and other evil. 
Counſellors, had been obliged to diſcontinue. 


Parliaments for no leſs than fifteen years, well. 


knowing that his illegal tyrannical acts, and 
robbing his ſubjects of their property, would. 
be moſt ſeverely animadverted on. It is not the 
deſign of this letter, nor would the. limits of it- 
permit, to.recite the particulars-of a reign, big. 
with ſo many acts of cruelty and oppreſſion, or. 
the ſufferings of the Puritans under it, and that. 
of Charles II. which if fully and truly repreſent- 


ed, muit ſtrike us with horror and amazement. 


I ſhall rather fly from ſuch dreadful. ſcenes, and 
Zo on to obſerve, that theſe ſufferings were in- 
curred, as uſual, by their ranging, on the fide of 


liberty, and bravely aſſerting the rights of con- 
fcience in religious affairs. The King's neceſſi- 
ties at length obliged him to call a Parliament in. 
i640. The good ſenſe and majeſty of the peo- 
ple of England were moſt conſpicuouſly diſplay- 
ed in the choice of the repreſentatives that 
were returned on, this very ſolemn occaſion. 
The activity and real patriotiſm of the Puritans 
were here ſhewn in their full ſtrength, The 
only contentian was, to ſingle out men of the 


greateſt worth and abilities, for the important 
| buſineſs that was before them. They were 


thoroughly Fouled, by their liberties having 
been. 
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been ſo openly ſtruck at, and trampled upon; 
by a deſpotic Monarch, under the influence of 
a bigoted popiſh Queen, and a ſlaviſn, ſuperſti- 
tions Archbiſhop. The electors nobly inſtruct- 
ed thoſe they had entruſted with all that was 
then dear to them, as men. They were animat- 
ed, in return, by a ſenſe of the high hononz 
conferred on, and truſt repoſed in them, at fo 
critical a time. A genesous diſintereſted ardor 
for their country's welfare inſpired every breaſt 
Wiſdom and integrity incorruptibie!' accompa- 
nied them to the Senate Houſe: They formed 
an aſſembly great and venerable, determined 
thoroughly to fearch into the ſource or cauſe of 


* 
\ 
2 , 
— = 8 , . K — — 
ein K 2 8 8 — n re. 
rn en "I . Rey”! — 3 
1 : ADDED, l —— a R 
W n — 


o => 2 — 


„ 


> as 


wy 3 * n L Mag 1 FRI 
* ** p 
1 


ent: 
2 


-, 
a"; oor ow 


wh 
= —£ 
q SB 


F ”_ — 
r 
* 2 
8 ? 


a, 
9 
* 

. 


the national grievances; and, at all events, to 1 
preſerve the freedom and rights of the conſtitu- 1 
tion. Let it here be particularly noticed, that 1 
the members were moſtly of the epiſcopal deno- 3 Ma 
mination. Lord Clarexdon-himfeif"fays, there. LIRA 
were but ſew members amongſt thein who had 199 bg 
formerly been diſtinguiſhed Puritans. Forget- 1 
ting, however, every thing but liberty, and the 1 Ll 
ſafety of their country, their whole weight was | Bai 
thrown in; to give ſtrength and influence to their 3 f 
counſels. In our days, this would be called 1 
tdiftrefſing government, though it then ſaved the 1155 
nation. | . . | 
(To. be continued.) 
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LETT R XVI 


To the CONDUCTORS of the HIBERNIAN - 
JOURNAL. 


defence of the political principles f the PRo- 
 TESTANT DISSENTERS ; in anſwer to the 
' aſperſions thrown on that body, in the Mercury. 


of the 26th of September laſt. 


That cauſe was ſurely fampt, as good, 
In which its friends, for FREEDOM STOOD. 
DoGcGEtREL COLLECTION. 


(Continaed from our laſt. P 


3 us now ſee how the ec-- 
clefiaſtical policy operated, and the condu of 
the epiſcopal party, during the-lawleſs reign of 
fifteen years, when money was levied without 
authority of Parliament; and the numerous 
train of evils and oppreſſions that had ariſen 
from the Star-chamber, and high commiſſion, 
inquiſition courts, had proved fo deſtructive to 
the lives, liberties, and properties of the people. 

One would think, that in ſuch circumſtances, 

all who called themſelves proteſtants, ſhould 

have been as one man in the - glorious: cauſe. 
But. 


But, alas! it was quite the reverſe. The Puri- 
tans, who had received that honourable appel- - 
lation, by carrying the Reformation farther. 


from ſuperſtition than other Proteſtants, adher- 
ed inviolably to the intereſts of their country. 
The court influence, and ſpirit of epiſcopacy, 
retarded almoſt every meaſure that was propoſ- 
ed for the pnblic welfare, by this truly patriotic 
Houſe of Commons. Who were the abet- 


tors of arbitrary power, and the occaſion of all 


the deſtructive conſequences of it, you will now 


ſee from the molt reſpectable authority, This 
Parliament, which, perhaps, has never been 
exceeded for wiſdom and integrity, had. not fat - 
eight months, when, after the moſt patient, 


active enquiry, into the cauſes of ſo any paſt 
misfortunes and ſufferings, they exprefſed them- 
ſelves in the following manner, in the preamble 
to a bill for aboliſhing. Epiſcopacy, vin. Where 
as the government of the church of England 
„by Archbiſhops, Biſhops, their Chancellors 


« and Commiſſaries, Deans, Archdeacons, and 
Other eccleſiaſtical officers, hath been found 
by long experience to be a great impediment. 
« to the perfect reformation and growth of re- 
« ligion, and very-prejudicial to the ſtate and 
„ government of this kingdom; be it enacted; 


„&. &c.” This charge, both as to the ſtate 
and religion, 1s laying on them the blame of 


the whole arbitrary proceedings; and their ſo 
wiſely - 
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beſt men of their own perſuaſtion? This teſti- 
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wiſely deſiring'their entire abolition, is the Gr 
reſt evidence that liberty, virtue, and true reli- 
gion were always in danger whilſt they had 
power; or, that ſchemes and meaſures had been 
concerted and purſued by them, that in the end 


would have been everſive of the freedom and 


proſperity of the ſtate. What could theſe ec- 
cleſiaſtics have been doing, that was ſo wicked 
and dangerous, in the eyes of the wiſeſt and 
mony, ſo eircumſtanced, is fo ſtrong and re- 
markable, that, T hope, it will be particularly 
attended to, as, I believe, it is not .O senerally 
ſpoken of and known, as the great importance. 
of it deſerves. Had ſuch a teſtimony, fo au- 
thorifed, been publiſhed againit the Puritans, 
the eloquence of the pulpit itſelf would have 
been employed, to paint out in the ſtrongeſt co- 
jours their treaſon againſt the ſtate; but it is 
obſervable that even by an aſſembly of epiſco- 
palians, no part of the public calamities were 
laid to their charge. This is an argument too 


ſturdy for any flimſy. ſophiſtry to get the better 
of. When this body of patriots had, with the 


greateſt labour and- calinneſs of enquiry, exa- 
mined every circumſtance 3- and, after looking 
as narrowly into the ſprings of government as 
poſſible, they, with a noble diſintereſtedneſs, 
and by the force of truth and conviction, riling 
above early prejudices for their own denomina- 


307; 


37 1 
tion, reſolved farther, © That the conſtitution 
of the eccleſiaſtical hierarchy: had been one 
of the moſt powerful engines in the hands of. 
an arbitrary King; by which he had well 
„ nigh effected a total ſubyerfion of the laws 
« and liberties of his country.“ Is it not amaz- 
ing, notwithſtanding ſuch authorities, to hear 
clergymen, from whom one would. expect ſenſe 
and candoy, diſclaim, and affert from the pulpit 
(which ſhould ever be ſacred to truth and reli- 
gion) that the Sectaries, as they affect to call 
the Puritans, were the ſole authors of all the 
miſchief that happened. The ſpirit of party, 
which this keeps up, founded on an ignorance 
of hiſtorical facts, is too apparent. Dablers 
ſhould not attempt declaiming on ſueb ſubjects, 
which tend only to foment ill blood, and miſ- 
lead the vulgar. Having the ſad experience of 
ſuch examples, it is ſtrange that our civil go- 
vernment ſtill: continues to borrow ſtrength from 


the eccleſiaſtic, which in the moſt critical ſea- 


ſons hath proved ſo dangerous. Biſhops ſitting 


in Parliament, is no other than a relick of. Po- 


piſh uſurpation over the rights of Sovereigns 
themſelves, and ſhould, in every free ſtate, be 


aboliſhed. Nay, in the tunes I have been ſpeax- 
ing of, ſo deſtructive was the eccleſiaſtical policy 
to the rights, and even lives of mankind, that 


it proved greatly baneful even to the members 
of its own church: Witneſs the cruelties of 
Parker, 
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Parker, Bancroft, Whitegift, and Iaud. By 


the extreme wickedneſs of the two firſt, above 
300 niniſters, and members of their own per- 
fuaſion, were ſuſpended, deprived, heavily 
fined, and thrown into priſons, where many of 
them died through want and confinement ;. 
and all this for no other crimes, than their 
ſcriples about the ſurplice and the cap, about 
| bowing at the name of Jeſus, ' with other 
ſuch edifying points. Surely the cant. and 
enthuſiaſm imputed to the Puritans” of thoſe 
times, were innocent, compared to the ravages 
made by church power and a perſecuting ſuper- 
ſtition. But in what part of the new teſtament 
authorities were found for ſuch a ſpiritual appa- 
ratus; eſpecially as is uſed in cathedrals, and 
which has occaſioned fo much ſuffering to ten- 
der conſciences, is wonderful to imagine. No 
follies of the moſt enthuſiaſtic Puritans, in the 
earlieſt times, ever equalled the adminiſtration 
of the Sacrament by Archbiſhop Land, or the 
different exerciſes and evolutions he went through 
in that folemnity. It is hoped from what has 
been offered, that the reader will clearly ſee, 
from what ſource the evils and perfecuticns 
aroſe, which ſo diſgraced and clouded this deſ- 
potic and unhappy reign, terminated by a bloo- 
dy civil war, and the neceſſary death of the 
King. The greater part of the Preſbyterians 
were averſe from ſuch violence, which was 
| weakneſs, 
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weakneſs, and contrary to ſound policy, and to 
the ſafety, perhaps, of many thonſand lives. 
This, with their zeal for the reſtoration of 
Charles II. their being ſo inſtrumental in it, and 
joining to admit him, without terms, are the 
two greateſt draw-backs in their political cha- 
racter. It is commonly urged that they aſſiſted 
Cromwell to deſtroy the . conſtitution. This is 
not the caſe. With the moſt conſiderable of 
them he was no favourite. Beſide, the conſtitu- 
tion had been deſtroyed by Charles, its ſacred 
incloſures broken in upon, and the great barri- 
ers of it torn down, before Cromwe!! meddled 
with it. He, indeed, aboliſhed epiſcopacy, 
which had been voted ſo dangerous and hurtful, 
and ſome think, by ſo doing, ke rendered con- 
ſiderable ſervice to the common-wealth ; for 
eccleſiaſtical and civil juriſdiction being quite 
different, ought, by. all means, to be quite 
diſengaged from one another. But had the 
Preſbyterians and independants united with the 
moderate churchmen, and eſtabliſhed a free 
common-wealth, on the death of the Protector, 
their fame had been unrivalled. It muſt here be 
admitted, that when Cromwe!! uſurped the go- 
vernment, liberty was no more. His betraying 
the truſt repoſed in him by the Parliament and 
people, his ſetting. up for himſelf, inſtead of 
forming and eftabliſhing a laſting commonwealth, 
and ruling by a military force; mark him, ſo 
far, 
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far, an enemy to liberty, and a legal conſtitu- 
tion. His not abuſing the power he had uſurp- 
ed— the legacies he left us, of Jamaica and 
Dunkirk— the glory and honour to which he ad- 
vanced the nation, in ſo ſhort a government 
his magnanimity, the greatneſs of his genius, 
and the boldneſs of his deſigns, have, in a great 
meaſure, drawn a veil over what was culpable 
in him, to poſterity. But Charles II. ſoon for- 
got the ſervices of the Preſbyterians, and what 
was worſe, neglected to reward, or provide for 
thoſe who had loſt their fortunes, and ſuffered 
deeply by their attachment to the royal cauſe. 
His religion and morals had been frenchified ; 
and his love of pleaſure deſtroyed in him all 
ſenſe of honour and gratitude. His great aim; 
like that of his fore- fathers, was to be an abſo- 
lute monarch. His court and miniſters were, in 
general, compleatly. vicious, and could not be 
excelled this way, but by the fountain of honour 
" himſelf. He had a thorough dependance on the 
Biſhops, and they never diſappointed him. The 
Prefbyterians then, were a vaſt. body, and a 
lion in the way. He knew that many. of them 
were tinged with republican principles, and that 
all of them were the determined, immoveable 
enemies to arbitrary power. It was ſoon reſolv- 
ed by the court to weaken their power, and to 
ſtrengthen and encourage the epiſcopal party, 
whom he knew would prove more favourable 

to 


T9 


to his deſigns. To effect this, the Bartholomews 
act of uniformity, in matters of religidn, Was 
paſſed in 1662, before which time there was not 
a formal ſeparation of Proteſtants. This pious 
act, to make all men (however different their 
underſtandings and education) think alike, under 
certain pains and penalties, is ſo contrary to the 
genius of religion and chriſtianity, to reaſon, 
and the whole analogy of nature, that the bare 
mention of it is ſufficient to expoſe its abſurdity 
and wickedneſs. .Perſecution, the offspring of 
ſuperſtition and falſe religion, was then let looſe 
upon the Proteſtant Diſſenters, who at that time 
aſſumed that very honourable title. By this 
act 2000. pariſh miniſters were at once ejected 
from their livings for non-conformity, and not 
ſubſcribing to the new liturgy, &c.— They ſa- 
crikced their all to liberty. They were a glori- 
ous cloud of witneſſes to the truth, and gave a 
teſtimony in favour of the rights of conſcience, 
and of private judgment, unequalled by the 
clergy of any country or denomination. The 
perjury and hypocriſy that this act occaſioned, 
is really ſhocking: For the ſubſcription and con- 


formity, by unfeignedaſſent and conſent, could 


not poſſibly be generally done, as the effect of 


evidence or conviction. The act was to take 


place on St. Bart holomeav's day, throughout the 


kingdom, and it was not publiſhed, till the eve 


of that day, by which numbers ſubſcribed and 
afſented 
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aſſented to, they knew not well what. But a 
numerous body of vicars were then ready to 


ſwallow any thing. The loaves and fiſhes only 


played in their imaginatians. Biſhop Burnet 
ſays, the matter was driven on with ſo much 
precipitation, that it ſeemed expected the clergy 
ſhould ſubſcribe implicitly, to a book they had 
never ſeen. This was evidently trimming with 
things ſacred; and, dreadful to fay,—double- 
dealing with the great ſearcher of hearts, in the 
full ſenſe of theſe-words. The circumſtances 
attending a ſolemn declaration and appeal to 
Heaven, .in- an affair of religion, of which 
many of the aſſenters knew nothing about, ren- 
der the perſons more culpable, than they who 


are puniſhed with ſuch marks of ignominy, for 


perjury .in.civil affairs. The dignified clergy, 


(many of whom are gentlemen of worth and 


learning) would at preſent do well, moſt ſeriouſly 
to conſider the ſolemnity and importance of 
what they do, in being fo ready, on all occaſions 


of preferment, to read their full unfeigned aſ- 
ſent and conſent to every part, &c. &c. becauſe 


ſome ſermons that-have come from men of ſenſe, 
after their having made theſe public declarations, 
would ſeem not at all to ſquare with the eſta- 
bliſhed. doctrines, to which they have given 
ſanction, by ſubſcription. If theſe things be fo, 
one can hardly give a clearer inſtance of the 


folly and extravagance of party, than to hear 
h 'theic 
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theſe very men ridiculing the hypocriſy of the 
Preſbyterians, without being able-to ſay in what 
it has conſiſted. There ſurely can be no hypo- 
criſy more offenſive, or attended with ſuch dar- 
ing guilt, as that which is practiſed i in our deal- 
ings with the Almighty. There is another cir- 
cumſtance in the church act, that deſerves par- 
ticular notice, and for which I ſhall give no leſs 
than Mr. Locke's authority, who obſerves, „that 
« by the act of uniformity, all the Engliſb cler- 
{© gy were obliged to ſubſcribe and declare, that 
« 1t-15 not lawful, on any pretence whatever, 
to take arms againſt the King, or any com- 
«© miſſioned by him.“ Now only purſue this 
pious doctrine in its conſequences, which was ſo 
readily aſſented to, and the great danger and 
abſurdity of it will at once appear. Neither the 
glorious Revolution, nor the Hanover ſucceſſion, 
could have taken place, had it been adhered to. 
Nor are we to wonder at the many Non-jurors, 
and Jacobites, that were amongſt the Epiſcopa- 
lians, after this ſtate pill had been ſwallowed. 
Their being ſo, was in this reſpect, a mark of 
their honeſty. The Proteſtant Diſſenters, ever 
firm and foremoſt in the cauſe of liberty, re- 
jected ſuch a declaration with abhorrence, which 
confirmed by law, the flaviſh unnatural doctrine 
of paſſive obedience and non-reſiſtance ; and for 
this, they were delivered up to bonds and im- 


priſonments, amongſt the worſt malefactors. 
The 
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The five-mile act, and another that paſſed, for- 
bidding the Diſſenters meeting any where to 
worſhip God; but in the eſtabliſhed church, un- 
der the penalty of large fines, or baniſhment to 
foreign parts, were equally diſgraceful, and 
fraught with perſecution. An eſtimate was then 
publiſhed of near eight thouſand Proteſtant 
Diſſenters, who had periſhed in priſon, in the 
reign of Charles II. only; by ſevere penalties 
inflicted on them, for aſſembling to worſhip God; 

they ſuffered m their trade and eſtates, in a few 
years, at leaſt two millions ſterling, and a liſt 
of ſixty thouſand perſons was taken, who had 
ſuffered merely on a religious: account, betwixt 
the Reſtoration and Revolution.—Dreadful, and 
of long continuance were their ſufferings in 
Scotland, under Lauderdale, of moſt deteſtable 
memory: It was the-image of a perfect inquiſi- 
tion; but ſuch ſcenes are too thocking for me to 
deſeribe. I know not whether any denomina- 
tion of people, whoſe numbers were the ſame, 
ever offered up ſo many ſacrifices to liberty, and 
at the ſame time maintained the greateſt loyalty 
to every free civil government. If we look in- 
to the ſtate of Scotland, in this reign, when 
epiſcopacy was eſtabliſhed in that kingdom, or 
in the time of James II did not laity as well as 
clergy blend their united endeavours to ſet the 
King above the laws? Did not, on the other 


hand, the perſecuted -Preſhyterians oppoſe vio- 
lently 


I wg 1 


lently every arbitrary meaſure ? They died and 
ſuffered at that period for their religion, and to 
preſerve the freedom of their country, with a 
firmneſs (I had almoſt faid alacrity) that was 
aſtoniſhing. They were thoroughly in earneſt 
in the great cauſe of truth and liberty; and this 
inſpired them with a reſolution and intrepidity 
. ſcarcely to be paralleled. Honour be to the 
memory of all ſuch who have thus gloriouſſy 


ſuffered and fallen, to defend their rights and 


privileges! But have not the epiſcopal party 
openly, and ever fince the Preſbyterian religion 
was eſtabliſhed in Scotland, been the conſtant 
diſturbers of the public tranquility, by their 
diſaffection to a free and legal government ?—J 
here aſſert it, from the beſt authority, that in 
the moſt dangerous times, above one half of 


the epiſcopalians have been ſtrenuous defenders 


of paſſive obedience, and the divine right of 
Kings. 


No rwirHSTANY DING this, have not the 
Proteſtant Diſſenters, ho have ever been the 
ſtrength of our excellent conſtitution, been kept 
down by corporation and teſt acts, by occaſion- 
al conformity and ſchiſin bills, to the diſgrace 
of a free ſtate, and the manifeſt injury of its moſt 
loyal and affectionate ſubjects? At prefent they 


only enjoy a bare toleration; and, if the very 


toleration act, as it now ſtands, were ſtrictly to 
Vel I. 1 He 
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be put in execution, they would have little cauſe 


to boaſt of their few remaining religious privi- 
leges. Yet the wretched authors of the para- 
graphs that occaſioned theſe refleQions, put 
them in mind of the mild principles of toleration 
that are ſo perverted by them. The acrimony of 
the ſentiment 1s an indication that they begrudge 
them even this zoleration ; and that they think a 
few auboleſome ſeverities would not be miſapplied 


Nor is it improbable that had they the power, 


with the rod of perſecution in their hands, but 


imart work would go forward. 


Ix the reign of James II. it is well known, 
that a deſign was formed to ſubvert the conſti- 
tution, in church and ſtate. When we conſi- 
der the imminent danger to which both our re!i- 
gion and liberties: were then expoſed, we yet 
congratulate ourfelves on their being ſnatched 
from ſuch impending ruin. Had King James 
been as good a politician as he was a catholic, 
and but teigned himſelf à proteſtant for ſome 
time; had he, with proper addreſs, cajoled the 
biſhops and clergy, there cam be no doubt but 


that at once they would have fallen in with his 


deſigns. Even when he was a profeſſed catho- 
lic, fix biſhops only remonſtrated with any ſpirit, 
and this but in one inſtance. They behaved with 
firmneſs, and were acquitted after a ſolemn 


trial. The reioicing of the army cn this ac- 
count. 


T wp 1 


count, at a review where the King was preſent, 


mortified him deeply, and ſhewed the friends of 


liberty that all was not loſt. Sancroft, the then 
Primate, was a thorough Jacobite, and would 
have ated fully the ſame part that Lud had 
done in the reign of Charles]. At this dange- 
rous Criſis, more than one half of the Proteſ- 
tants of the eſtabliſhment were. Jacobites; the 
epiſcopalians 1 in Scotland were ſo to a man, and 
almoſt continue to wear the badge at this day. 
There were beſide, a large body of Ronian Ca- 

tholics ſettled in the kingdom, by the encourage- 

ment of the preceding reigns. The Jeſuits 

poured in from all quarters. All theſe combin- 

ed, under the influence of the crown, who had 

the command of the fleet and army, formed a 

power in favour of deſpotiſm, and to eſtabliſh 

an abſolute, unlimited government, that we 

even now, almoſt ſhudder, to ſee all that could 

be dear to us on the brink of deſtruction. We 
yet look back to the dreadful precipice, with 

fear and trembling. To whom, at ſuch a time, 

could the Whigs, or the hearty friends to a free 

legal government look? Who were then the 
{trength of the Proteſtant intereſt? The Proteſ- 
tant Diſſenters only: They were a ſtrong, a 
hrm, reſolved, and well compaQted body, tho- 
roughly in the intereſts of liberty, and ready to 
defend the rights and privileges of their country, 
and the legel eftabliſhment in church and ſtate. 
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In the midſt of their fears for our excellent con- 
ſtitution (which is the work and wiſdom of ages) 
that immortal hero, WILLIAM, then Prince of 
Orange, ſtepped forth to their relief, and diſ- 
pelled the black cloud that hung over the nation. 
Did not the Diſſenters univerſally croud to the 
glorious ſtandard he ſet up, and at once put 
themſelves under his banners? Was not their 
whole weight thrown in, to bring about and eſta- 
bliſn the Revolution? And, were they not the 
faſt unchangeable friends to King William, dur- 
ing his whole reign? He was thoroughly con- 
vinced of this, and always looked on them as 
a body of men, he could, on any emergency, 
moſt ſafely rely on. He frequently expreſſed 
his ſatisfaction of their conduct and principles; 
and, but for the factions and uneaſineſs of which 
the Tories were the authors, that made this 
moſt excellent Prince ſo unhappy; as alſo the 
cry of the Church's danger that was raiſed by 
the clergy, he, as well as King George I. (who 
placed in the Diſſenters the ſame confidence) 
would have admitted them to the full rights and 
privileges of ſubjefts. Theſe particulars, in- 
ſtead of a thouſand arguments, ſhew their at- 
tachment to our excellent conſtitution, and the 
liberality and ſoundneſs of their political princi- 
ples. The ſimplicity of their wordhip, their 
education, their juſt notions of civil govern- 


ment, the fights of conſcience and of private 
judgment. 


[ 349 J 


judgment, which they ſo "conſtantly inculcate, 


have the happieſt effect, in preſerving them from 
the taint of ſlaviſſi doQrines, and in binding 
firmly their loyalty and attachment to all go- 
vernments under whom the people are protect- 
ed in their civil and religious rights. If ſo, the 


Proteſtant diſſenting intereſt hath the cloſeſt 


conneQion with the public ſafety and happineſs, 
conſequently, the wiſdom of every free ſtate; 
and their being friends to liberty will be eviden- 
ced, and its ftrength promoted, by a due .en- 
couragement to, and protection of ſuch a body 
of * and induſtrious ſnbjeQs. 
(To be continued. ) 
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To the CONDUCTORS of the HIBERNIAN 
hf JOURNAL. . bg 


— I oi of the political 3 of the * o- 


TESTANT DISSENTERS3 in an/wer to the 


aſper ſions thrown. on that Body, in the Mercury 
4 the eee. 


Reaſon gains all men, by 8 none, 
But the forc'd heart ga e reits. 
HILL. 


( Continued from our laſt.) 


Lr us, on the other hand, 
examine into the tendency of the eſtabliſhed 
Hierarchy. The church, and the eccleſiaſtical 
conſtitution, were both framed and modelled 
dy the civil power; they depend upon, and are 
ſupported by it: They were partly deſigned to 
ſtrengthen the prerogative; and, we ſee, the 
eccleſiaſtical part hath almoſt invariably thrown 
in its weight this way. The Reformation itſelf 
was firft begun by the Laity, and carried on in 
oppoſition to above two thirds of the clergy, 
who thought the prerogative would be _ 

7 


1 


by it. The ſtate will, on no account, diſpenſe 
with their oppoſing their deſigns. Nor can we 
reaſonably ſuppoſe, but that moſt of the eccle- 
ſiaſtics that have been promoted by govern- 
ment, were men well known to have been fit 
for its ſervice. To this they are tied faſt, ei- 
ther by gratitude, or the hope of farther ad- 
vancement for themſelves, or their friends. In 
this ſenſe, monarchy and epiſcopacy mutually 
aſſiſt each other. In the ſplendor of Majeſty, 
or of unlimited Kingly power, perhaps, epiſ- 
copacy has always been in its moſt flouriſhing 
| Fate, or rather—proper element. In return, 
they have generally affited in ſtretching the pre- 
rogatire as far as poilible. It would be wrong 
policy in them to do otherwi:e; for their emo- 
luments and Cignity, their coſtly order (which 
ſome have dared to call unneceſſary, and what 
is worſe, unſcriptural) would not probably have 
been fo long ſupported by a frugal and well re- 
gulated comman-wealth. The power of Biſhops, 
by being Lords in Parliament, and having ſo 
many benefices to beſtow, is great; and their 
influence extenfive. This creates reſpect; and 
deference is generally paid to their opinions, and 
ways of thinking, by ſuch, eſpecially, as expet 
advancement from them. Too many, it is to 
be feared, have ſometimes ſquared their princt- 
ples to the Prelate and the Living. This cramps 
'neir enquiries after truth, and probably pre- 

| Ha. venta 
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vents their inſtructing ſuch as attend their mi- 
niſtry, in liberal notions of religion and govern- 
ment, or in the rights of conſcience and private 
judgment. Ibis binds the common people down 
to narrow, ſyſtematical principles; and evident- 
ly deſtroys that noble freedom in thinking and 
acting, which is the glory of kuman nature, and 
ſo becoming to the dignity and hopes of the 
chriſtian character. Such is the natural opera- 
tion of the eccleſiaſtical conſtitution, ſo cloſely 
allied to, and governed by prerogative. If we 
purſue the argument with preciſion, we ſhall ſee 
the tendency of it, ia almoſt every thing, to 
weaken and deſtroy the cauſe of liberty, civil 
and religious —to ſtrengthen the prerogative, 
and be the conſtant ally of kingly power: Every 
arbitrary reign ſurniſhes ſome proof of this. 
And. I would here aſk any fair minded, eral 
churchman, were our excellent conſtitution, our 
religion and liberties: again endangered, would 
he not at once place a full confidence in the | 
loyalty and firmneſs of the Proteſtant Diſſenters, 
and lock upon them as one great ſecurity of our 
fafety? I may venture to ſay he would. Did 
the limits aſſigned to writings of this ſort permit, 
it were eaſy to ſhew at large how the Engliſb 
Univerſities themſelves, the public ſchools, and 
| the liberality of education in them, are affected 
by the eccleſiaſtical conſtitution. To Divinity 
Students, particularly, the eftabliſhed e 
mu 


903-1 


muſt be explained, and its connection with the 
prerogative illuſtrated. They muſt farther be 
inſtructed in the fundamentals of the eſtabliſhed 
Theology and ſhould be taught nothing incon- 
ſiſtent with its articles of belief. In other 
words, the principles they receive. ſhould cor- 
reſpond to theſe. Here, ſuch an early preju- 
dice is generally imbibed, for the national ſyſ- 
tem of religion; and ſuch a reſpect for preroga-- 
tive, as its great ſupport, that an unbiaſſed 
ſearch · aſter truth, or a generous independence- 
on human- authority in matters of religion, is 
not to be expected. Nor can we hope for that 
noble ardor in the cauſe of freedom, or thoſe 
anconfined- manly ſentiments reſpecting civil 
government, which mark the character with 
wiſdom and ſincerity, and lead to the higheſt 
pitch of heroic virtue. When young gentle- 
men begin to ſee that preferment will follow 
orthodoxy, or being zealous ſons of the church, 
they will. of courſe bend their principles and 
endeavours to pleaſe thoſe dignitaries from whom 
they expect it. Farewel, then, moderation, 
and the love of liberty! Such Students, when 
ordained, and ſent into the world to inſtruct the 
people, will rather foment religious and politi- 
cal bigotry, than diffuſe a juſt freedom of 
thought, or that true largeneſs of mind, which 
would unalterably attach them to truth and li- 
berty. The hurtful progreſſion I have deſcrib- 
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ed, is eaſy and natural. Narrow principles, eſ- 
pecially when diftilled from the pulpit, are in- 
fectious; and the people cannot well avoid be- 
ing affected by, and receiving them, when trea- 
cherouſly introduced under the ſanction of reli- 
gion. Beſide all this, the Heads of Colleges 
generally keep up an intimacy, and are con- 
nected with Biſhops, who are often viſitors : 
Some of the great: officers of ſtate are moſtly 
their chancellors.— By theſe means, high notions 
of prerogative and church power. are conſtant- 
ly kept up in thoſe ſeminaries, and an improve- 
ment in liberal ſentiments and accompliſhments, | 
greatly prevented. On ſuch a ſubject, mueh 
muſt be left to the enlargement of the ſenſible 
reader. It is, however, certain, that beſide 
divinity, other branches, ſuch as moral philoſo- 
phy, hiſtory, &, muſt ſuffer by being thus 5 
tematically circumſcribed. Knowledge is as it 
were held in bonds; nor can a juſt latitude, 
under ſuch reftraints, be given to the human 
mind, fully to expand itſelf. By the limits pre- 
ſcribed to religion, it ſeems not deſigned for far- - 
ther advancement; but ſhe. keeps up a correſ- 

pondence with philoſophy and liberty, and re-. 
ceives improvement this way, whether her poli- 

tical governors will or not. She will yet, no 
doubt, by the force of truth, break through all . 
thoſe unnatural incloſures, which have fo long 


don mankind. from ſeeing her in that na- 
tive. 


E 


tive beauty and ſimplicity, which muſt attract 
every uncorrupted human heart. I believe it is, 
in a great meaſure, owing to theſe hindrances, 
that the Scots profeſſors have now ſo far out- 
ſhone thoſe in the Eugliſb colleges. None of 
the Engliſh fellows have yet given us a compleat, 
well written ſyſtem of ethics or religion, fit to 
be kept as ſtandards, or to read even amongſt 
themſelves: Perhaps they are afraid of running 
counter to the national articles of belief, or the 
copious paradoxical creed of St. Athanaſius. 
If ſo, their filence is wiſdom. The critics 
would at once ſee a ſhackled performance, or 
that eccleſiaſtical trammels kept him from ſoar- 
ing. They cannot even boaſt of one elegant 
kiſtorian. Nor have they any thing to ſet 
againſt the Scots profeſſors - ſuch as Wiſhart, 
Hutchiſon, Fordyce, Lechman, Smith, Reid, Fergu- 
fon, Beatty, Robertſon, and Gerrard. At pre- 
ſent, then, the palm of victory in literary ac- 
compliſhments and productions, maſt be given 
to North Britain, where they puſh their enqui- 
ries after truth, without regard to eccleſiaſtical: 
reſtraint. This will ever give them the lead in 
knowledge. I mentioned not the celebrated 
Hume, though a. Scotch author, becauſe I am- 
only ſpeaking of ſuch as belong to the different 
Univerſities: Beſide, though a fine, he is a party + 
writer; witneſs his hiſtory of Great Britain,. 
from James I. to the revolution: It really merits. 
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not that honourable title, being rather an apo- 
logy for the Stuart family. Their Breaking 


through every conſtitutional reſtraint, their per- 


ſecutions and arbitrary meaſures, are moſt art- 


fully varniſhed over by him, and his whole drift 


ſeems to be, to make the reader in love with the 


royal cauſe. When he mentions thoſe glorious 


patriots, who ſuffered and bled for freedom; 
whoſe very names are enough to raiſe the gene- 
rous flame of liberty in our breaſts; men, to- 
whoſe magnanimity and valour we owe all that 
is dear to us: I fay, when he ſpeaks of theſe, it 
is with ſuch a cold; faint, negative ſort of praiſe 
(and even a caution thrown in with it) as is 


thoroughly diſguſting. Fhe ridicule into which 


de has thrown the glorious Reformation, and his 
abuſe of it in his hiſtory of the Tudors, is truly 


offenſive. His being a Deiſt, if upon principle, 


none ſhould blame him for, as no man can think 
as he pleaſes. But in his Treatiſe on Human 


Nature, and in ſome of his eſſays, there are 


aſſertions and propoſitions, that if purſued, in 
their conſequences, would lead to direct Atheiſm, 
and ſhould be moſt carefully guarded againſt, as 
well as many moſt arbitrary principles, which 
he has endeavoured to eftabliſh in his hiſtory. 
Thoſe who want to ſee a true recital of facts, 
will find it much better in the plain, ſimple, una- 
dorned narrative of Ludlow, the honeſt, verboſe 
wiſtory of Burnet, or. in. the almaſt impartial one 


O 


*% 


E 


of Rapin. The flouriſhing rants of ſome mo- 
dern hiſtorians, may, perhaps, more pleaſe the 
imagination, but will not make us ſo well ac- 
quainted with the real ſtate of affairs. I here 
except Lord Lyttleton's Henry II. Robertſon's and 
Mc. Aulay's hiſtories, which muſt ever be read 


with pleaſure and profit“. An hiſtorian ſhould | 


be of no party or country ; truth and impartiality 
ſhould guide his pen; and he ſhould be moſt 
careful to lead the mind to proper refſections on 
men and meaſures. Having faid' fo nue in; 
fayour of Scots writers, and the advance of fei-. 
ence in that kingdom, I ſhall, in ſome meaſure, 
corroborate what has been ſuggeſted, by a quo- 
tation from a moſt ingenious Engliſb writer, the 
Hon. Horace Walpole. Speaking of the royal 
and noble Scots authors; he ſays, I am not 
enough verſed in them to do juſtice to writers 
« of the moſt accompliſhed nation in Europe; 
« the nation to which, if any one country is 
« endowed with a ſuperior partition of ſenſe, I 
« ſhould be inclined' to give the preference, in 
e that particular.” But, to return from this di- 
greſſion, by which T have been unawares drawn 
from the preciſion J intended (though not quite 
foreign to the deſign of my ſubject) I muſt juſt 
pay my laſt viſit to the Oxford Univerſity, by 
obſerving, that the high flown notions formerly 


®* Goldſmiths biſtory I have not read. 
imbibed 
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:mbibed there, were one great cauſe of the 
many evils and dangers to which the civil go-- 


vernment, and our religion have been expoſed. ' 


A .numerous body of epiſcopalian Jacobites 


ſprang from this polluted ſource, and poiſoned- 


* 


the minds of the people, with the hateful doc- - 


trines of divine hereditary right, of paſſive obe- 
dience and non-reliftance, which gave the glo- 


rious King William, the Whig miniſtry in Queen 
Anne's reign, and honeſt old ſteady George I. ſo 


much trouble and diſquietude.. - 


Authorities and facts are to Hiſtory, what 


experiments are to philoſophy: They give con- 


viction, enlarge a ſolid knowledge, and raiſe a 


* 


rational admiration. An author, well known 


in the republic of leiters, obſerves, that the 


Univerſity of Oxford, had been very unhappily | 


ſucceſsful in propagating :anti-revolution princi- 
ples, in all thoſe who were ſent to be bred 


amongſt them, ſo that few eſcaped the taint *of 


them; and the generality of the clergy were 
not only wrong principled, but ill tempered-; - 


exclaiming againſt all moderation, as endanger- 


ing the church. I am the more particular in 


producing authorities on a ſubject of this kind, 
ſo liable to be controverted. Lord Godolphin, 


treaſurer in Queen Anne's reign, openly declared 
in the Houſe of Lords in England, that he had 
the utmoſt abhorrence and deteſtation of the 

Oxford 
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Oxford principles, both as to religion and go- 
vernment; and that many dignitaries and ecele- 
ſiaſtics, had infuſed the moſt dangerous notions 


into the common people, who otherwiſe would 


have been loyal and good ſubjects. At the time 
the Lord High Treaſurer made this. declaration, 
the houſe, with great ſolemnity, in the pre- 


( ſence -of God, angels and men, reſolved, 


That the decree of the Univerſity of Oxford, 
« paſſed 1683, in their convocation, contains 


«in it ſeveral poſitions, contrary-to the conſti- 


« tution of this kingdom, and deſtractive to the 


<« Proteſtant ſucceſſion 3 and it was thereupon 
« Ordered, that the ſaid decree ſhall be burnt 


by the hand of the common hangman, &c. 
Rc. —Let this evince the truth of what - 
have above aſſerted. Surely ſending men out 
of this ſeminary, into civil life, with ſuch prin- 
ciples, had: the moſt fatal tendency to enſlave 
the minds of the, people, and to deſtroy. their 


freedom. Youth is the nurſery from whence 


the departments in life are to be filled up. What - 
care. then ſhould be taken to inſti] into them the 
moſt liberal principles? To give them a true 


ſenſe of honour ;- to cultivate a generous indepen- 


dance on human authority in religious matters, 
with manly and enlarged notions: of civil go- 


vernment, and of the unalienable rights and 


privileges of the people. To ſend them into 


the world with ſuch principles and ſentiments; 


is 
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is rendering the greateſt poſlible ſervice to ſocie- 
ty; on the contrary, the negle& of this muſt 
ever be attended with the moſt pernicious con- 
ſequences. Religion and government, are, of 
all ſubjects (next to the knowledge of ourſelves) 
what we ſhould well underſtand. The two beſt 
writers on theſe, were unſettered by eccleſiaſti- 
cal policy. They had no partial attachments to 
human ſyſtems of belief. The ſublimity of their 
genius noſe: ſuperior to ſuch reſtraints. They: 
looked with a noble diſdain om any limitations. 
laid on: the fineſt operations of the human mind, 
by fallible men. Truth, onfj,, was the object of 
their ſearch, regardleſs in what party or deno-- 
mination the. might be found. In the purſuit, 
they ranged, unconfined, through the volume of 
nature, and that of original chriſtianity alone: 
This generous independence, and true greatneſs 
of mind, were conſpicuous in Locke and Aberne- 
thy. The treatiſes of the former on government 
and toleration; the diſcourſes of the /atter, on 
the being and attributes of God, ſtand, perhaps, 
u nequalled in any language or country. They 
elate and enlarge. the ſoul; and the irreſiſtable 
ſtrength of their reaſoning muſt flaſh conviction 
on every attentive reader. The truths I have 
endeavoured to eſtabliſh are agreeable to. the 
ſentiments of theſe men, and fairly deducible 
from their arguments. I have, beſide, entrench- 
ed myſelf behind facts and authorities, which I 
e 
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truſt, no perulancy of ignorant aſſertions, will be 
able to force or get over. Being thus far ſeem- 
ingly ſafe, let us now look into Queen Anne s 
reign, where we ſhall fee farther proofs for the 
illuſtration of what I at firſt propoſed. The 
Whig minifiry, by the wiſdom and ſteadineſs of 
their adminiſtration, and the unparalleled ſuc- 
ceſs of the Engliſb arms, under their glorious 
General, the Duke of Mar/borough, had raiſed 
the nation to its higheſt. pitch of glory. The 
whole body of Proteſtant Difenters were then 
on the ſide of government. Liberty, in religious 
and civil affairs, ſeemed daily to gain ground. 
But the reſolution of the miniſtry, to puniſh a 
dull, inflammatory clergyman, who had preach- 
ed ſeditious doQrines, and poiſoned the minds 
of the people with ſtrong notions of hereditary 
right, and that non- reſiſtance and paſſive obedi- 
ence were their duty; I ſay, their reſolution, 
to puniſh this type of ſlavery and proſtitution, 
was attended with moſt important conſequences. 
I need hardly mention that Sacheverel is here ex- 
hibited, who, though fo worthleſs and inſigni- 
ficant in himſelf, yet, did almoſt the whole 
weight of the prerogative and the eccleſiaſtical 
power (its never failing ally). join. to ſupport 
this tool of party, and raiſed anew, the heat 
and ill blood that had ſo happily ſubſided. The 
uſual cry, that the church was in danger, was 
immediately ſet up. The remaining leaven, - 

the 
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the preceding reigns, had been lurking in num- 
berleſs epiſcopalians and Jacobites, who at once 
ſided with the clergy and Tories; and fuch a 
ſpirit of oppoſition did they raiſe againſt a truly 
patriotic miniſtry, by that never failing, engine: 
the church's danger; that at the then next elec- 
tion for repreſentatives, ſuch members were re-- 
turned by means of the Queen and clergy en- 
couraging theſe parties that an evident majority 
of members, in the Tory intereſt, , took place: 
The change of the miniſtry ſoon followed; and 
from what a contemptible- beginning? The 
Diſſenters almoſt univerſally. voted on the ſide of 
liberty at the different elections; and as univer- 
ſally oppoſed the new miniſtry, whoſe deſigns 
were known to be moſt dangerous. The eccle-- 
ſiaſtical policy, was quite the reverſe. The- 
meaſures that were adopted by the Tory admi- 
nitration, united the Whigs and Proteſtant Diſ- 
fenters, in defence of the common cauſe. 

Hardly. was there ever. a greater occaſion for 
jealouſy and circumſpection. Beſide the weight 
of the crown, and the eccleſiaſtical power, 
with the Engliſh epiſcopalians and Jacobites, 
the whole body of epiſcopal Diſſenters, was 
put into motion and expectation. The court 
was aware of the power and ſpirit of the Engliſh 
Diſſenters, and alſo of thoſe in Ireland, whoſe 
ſtrength and numbers were very great. They 


had determined to weaken their force and influ- 
ence 
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ence as much as poſſible, and began by paſſing 


the famous ſchiſm bill, by which they deſigned 
likewiſe to ſtrengthen the eccleſiaſtical policy, 
which ever was, and would be on the fide of 
prerogatiye. The doctrines of hereditary right 
and paſſive obedience grew faſhionable at court, 
and were piouſly adminiſtered to the people by 
the chaplains in waiting. All correſpondence 
to Hanover was in a manner cut off, or rendered 
dangerous; but to France frequent, and encou- 
raged. The ſcope of the adminiſtration was 
undoubtedly to change the ſucceſſion; witneſs 
their private meetings, unknown to the Whig 
privy counſellors; their important whiſpers and 


looks, when any ſuch were preſent; and their 


ſeparate cabinet councils. The ſpirit of liberty, 


ever watchful and jealous, was rouſed by thoſe 
ſuſpicious appearances; and the advancement 


beſtowed only on men of high church princi- 
ples. By the ſpecies of perſecution, deſigned 
for the Diſſenters, in the Schiſm-bill, their re- 
falutions received vigour, and they were animat - 
ed by the ardour of reſentment. On this occa- 


ſion (if you will excuſe the expreſſion) body and 


ſoul were thrown into the Whig intereſt. They 
were reſolved to ſupport the Hanover ſucceſſion, 


— 


or die in defence of the'r liberties, which they 


again ſaw on the brink of deſtruction. By a 
recent inſtance, at the revolution, the people 
kad ſeen, that a parliamentary title to the 
crowns. 
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crown, was preferable and more honourable, 
than one that was hereditary, which they had 
gallantly ſet aſide, and ought ever fo to do, 
when inconſiſtent with the public ſafety and 
happineſs: For ſalus populi, ſuprema eft lex. 
The EleQor of Hanover, had powerful alliances, 
and would have ſupported his rightful title. It 
is well known, that had the Queen lived till 
meaſures then adopted had been accompliſhed, 
there would have been an open avowal of the 
Pretender's legitimacy. A furious civil war 
would have again deluged the nation with the 
blood of its ſubjets. But providence, in its 
great mercy and wiſdom, took this weak, and 
arbitrary Queen, I ſincerely hope, to himſelf ; 
by which liberty was triumphant, a free, legal, 
conſtitution eſtabliſhed, and the moſt dreadfu! 
impending calamities prevented. Every thing 
in this remarkable reign, ſtrengthens my argu- 
ment, nor need I here produce more inſtances, 
or enlarge upon it. The temper of the eccle- 
ſiaſtics, is, no doubt, changed with the temper 
of the times; but the eccleſiaſtical conſtitution 
is the ſame as when our liberties were endanger- 
ed by it: And therefore, in any future impor- 
tant criſis, vigilance and circumſpection will be 
neceſſary ; becauſe at this day, they are on the 
fide of prerogative in every queſtion; and it 
will always operate this way. It muſt then be 
allowed, that the ſtrong united body of Pro- 

N ; teſtant 
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teſtant Diſſenters, whoſe principles will ever 
lead them to act in favour of our common rights, 
and a legal free government, are the only balance 
that can be ſet againſt the weight and influence 
of the eſtabliſhed hierarchy. I add, that'the 
ſafety of the ſtate has been, and may again be 
owing to thoſe ever to be depended on, and loyal 
ſubjects. There is not a ſenſible moderate 
churchman, who values our excellent conſtitu- 
tion, but ſhould wiſh well to the diſſenting 
cauſe; as well as every adminiſtration, who 
means to make the laws and the welfare of the 
ſubjeQs the end of their government. To ſuch 
they will ſurely prove a rock of deſence, againſt 
which ſedition and diſaffection ſhall never be 
able to prevail. It is likewiſe of great advan- 
tage to ſociety to have men in it, whoſe notions 
of civil government, whoſe avowed indepen- 
dence on all human authority in religious mat- 
ters are ſo friendly to an improvement in wiſ- 
dom and knowledge, and leads to the higheſt 
finiſhings of virtue. By their ſocial intercourſe 
and connections in the community, the freedom 
of their principles, will be imperceptibly com- 
municated; and, by prejudices being ſoftened, 
a ſpirit of candor and enquiry may be promot- 
ed. A generous infection has ſometimes been 
diffuſed from liberty ; and a free, open commu- 
nication of ſentiment, that hath produced the 
moſt deſirable effects. The Proteſtants of the 

eſtabliſhment, 
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'- eſtabliſhment, have happily partaken of the me- 
deration and free principles that diſtinguiſh the 
preſent age. Their worth and univerſal loyalty 
do them the greateſt honour; and, it is to be 
hoped, that amongſt Proteſtants in general, bi- 
gotry and narrow diſtinctions will ceaſe, that 
they may unite in the common cauſe. Univer- 
ſal benevolence, and unconfined charity will 
then ſupply the place of party zeal, and of that 

' uniformity of opinion, which, in the preſent 
ſtate of things, is impoſſible ; nor did God or 
-nature ever.intend it. Many of the eſtabliſhed 
clergy are likewiſe men of learning' and real 
»yirtue; and, as far as their limited ſituation in 
theology will permit, are friends to freedom of 
- enquiry, and the rights of private judgment: 
but, their being tied down by articles, and their 
intereſts, prevents their being zealous defenders 
of religious liberty ; which, perhaps, if done in 
its full extent, might call their fincerity in queſ- 
tion. The Proteſtant religion in itſelf is moſt 
excellent, if cleared from the rubbiſh, and ma- 
14 ny uſeleſs trappings and appendages with which 
. it is encumbered, and its beauty defaced. The 
"Engliſh: clergy are truly ſenſible of this, and 
have been, and now are, uſing every means in 
their power to have it plaeed on a more rational 
foundation. In its preſent diſhonourable ſtate, 

it is excluded by act of parliament from farther 

a — in an age of light and liberty; 
from 
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from which, arts, ſciences, and philoſophy, de- 


rive ſo many advantages, and advance towards 
perfection. 


(Jo be concluded in our next.) 


P. S. In my reply to the ſcrambled-up anſwer 
to theſe letters, I omitted noticing the ſuperfi- 
cial author's objection to Hume, as an authorit 
to prove the reign of Queen Elizabeth deſpotic. 
(Though, as the clown in Hamlet ſays, I thought 
every fool knew that.) His reaſon is amuſing, 
viz. becauſe he is a (brother) Jacobite writer. 
Well faid! thou bold aſſertor of King George the 
 Second's mob government. No matter, you ſhall 
have the evidence of a roaring Whig writer. 
honeſt Neal, the Puritan hiſtorian. —No, he will 
not do, reverſe again, —a Tory author, and one 
of your own kidney, —no leſs than Bolingbroke. 
—To.the right about, Kapin and Oldmixon.— 
Worſe and worſe. - We muſt ſtrike a medium 
then, with one of the beſt writers now in E 
land, a clergyman too, of the eſtabliſhment, — 
the Revd. Mr. Hurd, whoſe political dialogues 


are known to all men of taſte and letters (and 


of courſe unknown to you.) In this beok, fo 
juſtly celebrated, you will find-a confirmation 


of all I have faid, relating to the arbitrary mea- 


ſures of this wiſe, and in other reſpects, moſt 
excellent Priaceſs. The judicious. Dr. Warner, 
another eſtabliſhed clergyman, ſpeaking of to- 

leration, 
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leration, ſays, Far be it from me, to with 
„that the government ſhould go the length of 
« ail the cruel, intolerant ſtatutes of Queen 
« Elizabeth and James I.“ Not a word more 
about this, only learn a little Engliſb hiſtory, 
before you again attempt to anſwer letters, 
grounded on real authorities, and reſolutions of 
patriotic parliaments. I believe you thought 
me very tedious and tronbleſome, in ſticking by 
you, from the time of Elizabeth to the preſent, 
in no leſs than four letters. As to my vindicat- 
ing the Diſſenters from any attachment to James 
II. I ſhould be laughed at as much as you have 
been, for mentioning ſo great an abſurdity. His 
granting them liberty, even for a day, was ſo 
unexpected, that I do not wonder, conſidering 
their perilous ſituation, that they thanked bim 
moſt heartily. After this, you may write on, 
for Search : who will loſe no more time in in- 
ſtructing you what to read. Or in replying to 
a parcel of unmeaning, cant terms, hackneyed 
phraſes, and bombaſtical ſuperlatives, fit only 
to be placed under the Mercury anecdotes.— 
The danger of the church or Biſhops being 
drowned in the conventicle tubs, will, for a 
while, be a better ſubject to rant and declaim 
upon, than any vcu have yet artempted. Make 
good uſe of your time, ye of the triumvirate; 
you will ſocn be lett deſtitute, unlefs his Excel- 
lency hands ycu over, along with the proclama- 


tions. 
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tions, to the next higheſt bidder. Well, you are 
fairly drubbed. —Brutus's objections ſtand in full 
| force. —The five new Commiſſioners made 
mere penſioners of, and given up.—The pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters were friends to liberty, and 
the ſcourge of tyrants from the time of Queen 
_ Elizabeth (of manly and arbitrary memory) to 
the preſent.— Farewell, remember me. | 


LC R 1 XVIII. 


To the CONDUCTORS of the HIBERNIAN 
JOURNAL. | 


A defence of the political principles of the Pxo- 
TESTANT DISSENTERS ; in anſwer to the 


aſper fions thrown on that FRY in the Mercury 
of the 26th of September laſt. 


Unbleft by virtue, government a league 
Becomes; a circling junto of the great, | 
To rob by law. 774 


| THOMSON. 


(C Continued from our iſ ) 


W E come next to the oh 


ous firſt of Auguſt, 1714. I need hardly men- 
I tion 
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of their condpct. 
tachment to the Houſe of Hanover, unalterable 
from that time to the preſent, and will remain 
unſhaken, whilſt our rights and privileges, or 
our moſt excellent conſtitution, are preſerved 
and maintained. To continue longer, would 
ſtamp them with ſlavery, and they would ceaſe 
to be Proteſtant Diſſenters. George II. of ſincere 
and honeſt memory, was fully ſenſible of the 
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tion the. loyalty and affection of the Proteſtant 


Diſſenters for King George I. He was a King 
after their on heart — the father of his people, 
and: beloved by them. Hts anſwer to their ad- 


dreſs in 1715, when the rebellion broke out; 


ſhews the great confidence he had in their zeal 
for his ſervice. They were then ready to defend 


their country, or for any noble enterprize in 


favour of liberty and a free conſtitution. The 


dangers they had eſcaped, from the, rod of per- 


ſecution, that. was preparing fer them, and the 


weight. of an arbitrary prerogative, joined to 
the: eccleſiaſtical force, which were almoſt ready 
to cruſh. them, filled them with a joy that was 


rational and becoming, and animated the whole 
It inſpired them with an at- 


affection they bore to his perſon and govern- 
ment, during ſo long a reign: Their doing ſo, 
is honourable to his adminiſtration. In the laſt 
rebellion, when the wiſdom and diſintereſtedneſs, 
the moderation and clemency of Lord Chefter- 
Feld, ſo happily preſerred the public tranquility 


in 


«© . 
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in Ireland; and, notwithſtanding the turbulen- 


cy of the times, kept us all in good humour: 
The Proteſtant Diſſenters, as uſual, addreſſed 


his Excellency. They then told him, with great 


truth, that in all their numerous body * they 
did not know a ſingle perſon diſaffected to his 


«Majeſty's government, nor any but what 


« were truly loyal, and thoroughly attached to 


it.“ The penetrating Viceroy was ſtruck with 
ſo remarkable a declaration; and often after- 


wards made mention of it. At that time, it 


was computed, there were upwards of 160 con- 


gregations of Proteſtant Diſſenters, containin 
one with another; above 1 300 perſons. Links 
more, 1 hope, need be ſaid to vindicate the loy- 
alty of this body, fo lately aſperſed by men, 
ſtrangers to their principles as well as virtues. 
All wiſe and patriot miniſters and governors have 
been held by them in the higheſt eſteem. They, 
ſurely, have ever been foremoſt in the defence 
of their country, when in danger: Witneſs, 
their bravery at Enniſtillen, and their never-to- 
be-forgotten gallant ſtand in Derry, where they 
were twelve to one of every other denomina- 
tion. Did they not there, with a reſolution and 


order that were aſtoniſhing, for men undiſciplin- 


ed, ſtand in the gap, with a courage and forti- 
tude that neither ſword or famine could con- 
quer? In the different wars in this kingdom, in 
which they have been engaged, was it not al- 
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ways on the ſide of freedom, and againſt the 
dangerous deſigns of our enemies? In every in- 
ſtance where their influence reached, have they 
not been the ſcourge of great and petty tyrants, 
and hated by them? At every election for re- 
preſentatives i in parliament (when not intimidat- 
ed by laviſh landlords) are not their uninfluen- 
ced votes given to the ſide of liberty? And are 
they not, at this day, moſt warmly attached to 
his Majeſty's perſon and government, or ready 
to defend it? Our wretched policy in not re- 
pealing the game-af, by which ſo many loyal 
ſubjeQs are diſarmed, cannot be ſufficiently con- 
demned. It differs from that of almoſt every 
118 wiſe nation, and looks as if the amuſement of 
= the great was of more importance than the ſafe- 
18 ty of the ſtate. The ſufferings and magnanimi- 
10 ty of theſe men, for near a century and an half, 
__ and their reſolute attachment to whatever Pro- 
woted the public welfare, cannot fail of giving 
+ every impartial man, and lover of his country, 
the moſt favourable opinion of their principles 
and conduct. They have not, I imagine, been 
fully known to the generality, nor to ſome of 
the great vulgar. Nor has their political impor- 
tance, or their being a balance againſt eccleſiaſti- 
cal domination in the community, in the juſt 
light in which I have placed them, been attend- 
ed to as the importance of ſuch a ſubject de- 


ſerves: A ſubje& ſo extended, that I muſt con- 
tent 
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tent myſelf with hints, inſtead of enlargement, 
which muſt be left to the attentive reader. My 
reaſon for ſaying the great vulgar, was, that I 
do not remember the loyalty or public. ſpirit of 
the Proteſtant Difſenters to have been called in 
queſtion, but by ignorant proſtitute {cribblers, 
whoſe 'morals, for ſome years, have been in a 
galloping decay, and their Honey and under- 

Standings mortgaged to the chief engineer, to de- 
fend his out-works, which cannot be covered 
from the attacks of the public. They are pan- 
ders to the deſerted court of a deteſted Viceroy, 
whoſe ſenſe of honour has likewiſe been in a 
conſumption, ever ſince the prorogation, and 
expired, by his committing the robbery on Sir 
Edward Newenham. This primary mover has, 
however, ſome ſhining qualities in himſelf. 


His three ſatellites are but opake bodies, often 


eclipſed, and ſometimes in total darkneſs. They 
are frequently in the clouds, and if at any time 
they caſt forth a glimmering ray, it is only by 
reflection. They are generally beſt ſeen in a 
thunder ſtorm, which clears the heavy atmoſphere 
with which they are commonly ſurrounded ; and 
this is expected before the fight or ſecretion of 
the ſuperior planet, 'who differing from other 
conſtellations, is often irregular in his courſe. 
My ſubject having been nearly .diſcuſſed, I 
thought a little rant and flouriſhing on our fide, 
as well as that of the enemy, would- not be 


13 amiſs; 


Pr 


3 
—— ñ ͤm— CO — 
BE Gs 3a r 2 —— 


et 
S r Sid 
ky = "SI _ Ie - 


== - Z 
= 1 
1 Fd 
1985 1 
. ** . 
: \s FE) 
1 
33 + ne 
: Was 
» & 1 - * 
. f f ** 
1 *s L 
1 : | 4 
4 i 5 
1 - 4" 9 
W „ . 
8 ' Fn 
4 # | N 
-F 9. 
. 7 1 
r 
* 2 ry, l 
% 1 4 % 
© , 4 3 
1 19 | 
e 
14 * ' 
485 £31 
oY || MLT .- 
b * 
. 1 2 
TT 
* 1 
. 
1 
7 4 
C + ! 
45 1 
. 247 
1 — TY 
. . 
0 , 
II * 5 þ 
oo 2 
— +7 
; 7 
, 70 n 
K : þ 7 
* * 11 5 1 
* a5 129 
12 2 
* 4 8 
4 ». * 
a, \ 3 
4 * 
* * 1 7 
| Wat 
: WM. 
= þ et by + 
D * , 
F- 14 7 > Fl 
- * Mi; 4 [4 
b 8) 
7 we * 2 
K* 7 N v 
1 
K & 7 
4 / * 
'# 1 
1 AS. G 
1 4 
yn 
9 
: 1 
* 
* 3 
ht 2 C 
x 5 Y 
oY * 
— | 12 
1 4 
: $9 ©: ZIS3 
= = 
Wy My * 
7 | 1 
| $447 
1 17 
1 1 
5 | 
3 WM | Heet 
[1 + 1 
7 . 2 
— ö 12 
F. K 5 ”" 5 
q 1 4 
x »{ Wil 3 
4 4 1 1 
1 : 
Y $3] 
+! 8 . 
be n 
1 
. „ Is 
i ? 2 * 1 
- ; 30152 - 
: L 4 
. — 4. 
F 4 5 1 . 1 
=o? 2 . + i 
þ 1 
1 2 * 
2 th - 1 
' 9 - 44 R 
. * x1 - 
N = 1 1 F 
y 8 . 
xx "3 . 1 
* : 
| 8 * 
7 by 2 12 14 
: , 1 1 
33 38 ' 8: = 
B74 3 &- 
> EF 
e 
iir 
— r* 1 
[ : oF + 
14 1 
4 5 . 
4 5 ft 
$5 1 
— TO i: 2 
þ > 1 4 4 9 
, * 1 \ 
| $ 1 > F "1 J 
43 3 ! 7" 
y ” 7 $5 
t n 
ſh + + Bil _— | 
0 TE. 2 
* 2 * 4 
* * I 2 CE 
5 if »Y 
2 KB; DM: wills 
. Ii 
04 
5 


8 
wo 


_— — 


. ST 

12 b 4 . 
4 
| N þ 
1 % 

i \ 
it 

; N 


* 
i 
# 
A | 
1 


— 
* — 
e 


0 
* 
* 
7 
1. 

1 


— — 


. & | 
7 
* 
£ y Fo 
* 1 I 
13 Þ 
27 . 18 
19 
(+ 1 
7 Y " 
1 
4 ' 
* 
1 
2 3 4+ 47 
1 1 Z 


. „ 


— 
enn 


1 471 1 
amiſs; not that it is fair to throw duſt this way 
in the eyes of the public; but only that we muſt 
not give the foe every advantage. But I have 
almoſt loſt the thread of my diſcourſe in the 
eclipſe: When it began, I was ſaying, that 1 
did not before remember, the loyalty and public 


ſpirit of the Diſſenters, to have been called in 


queſtion. Their being aſperſed, by hirelings, 
who live under the ſmiles and direction of an 


arbitrary Governor, is the greateſt encomium 


on their conduct, and ſtrongly marks the igno- 
rance of the paltry aſſertors in hiſtorical facts. 
Ff it be their policy, to weaken and divide the 


Proteſtant intereſt in general, by fomenting a 


party ſpirit, this again marks them, as enemies 
to their country. The ſpirit of our forefathers, 


would have laid the behaviour of a leſs excep- 


tionable Governor, and the inſults given to ſome. 
of the King's beſt ſubjeQs, (as it were by au- 
thority) at the foot of the throne. But corrup- 
tion and luxury deſtroy that noble independence 
and true greatneſs of mind, which never fail to 
vindicate injured honour. O, ye Proteſtant 
Diſſenters! will nothing rouſe ye from your le- 
thargic ſtate? Are your miniſters aſſeep?— Ve 
have been obnoxious to all arbitrary govern- 
ments, and conſequently muſt be ſo, under the 
preſent deſpotiſm. In the paper I have been an- 
ſwering, which out jacobites Facobitiſm itſelf —a: 


paper, publiſhed under the Viceroy's own eye, 


deſigned: 
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deſigned to defend every part of his adminiſtra- 
tion, and in which the force of the whole junto 
ſeems to be collected; ye are inſulted, your 
conduct and principles traduced, and ſpoken of, 
as ripe for rebellion. It is now, far more than 
probable, that ye will be repreſented to. his 
Majeſty, as a ſeditious ſect, and the diſturbers 
government. It is incumbent on you therefore, 
when you addreſs Lord Harcourt, to expreſs 
your loyalty and attachment to the King in the 
ſtrongeſt terms; and to ſay, That they had 
“never been called in queſtion, under any free 
government, nor till the arrival of Bis late 
« Excellency, &c— who, unprovoked, had in- 
e ſulted your whole body, and attempted to 
« divide and weaken the Proteſtant intereſt, at 
A time when his adminiſtration was odious to 
the general ſenſe of the nation. That hired 
« writers, in defence of his arbitrary meaſures, 
c had, from time to time, publiſhed principles 
<everſive of liberty, and highly derogatory: to 
the honour and ſtability of the Hanover ſuc- 
« ceſlion, as well as to the memory of his late 
« excellent Majeſty.” This will be your indif- 
penſible duty; and ſo fair and proper an oppor- 
tunity can never again preſent itſelf. There is 
both a culpable prudence and moderation I 
pray you, gentlemen, avoid them; and let your 
loyalty be accompanied with that honeſt bold- 
neſs, which a conſpicuous attachment to truth 
1 4 and 
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1 and liberty, always inſpires. The triumvirate, 


however, have made the Diſſenters ſome amends 
for their charge againſt them, relating to their 


conduct in 1746.— They are now put into good 


company that will keep them in countenance, 


and may get ſome honour by the ſcuffle; for 


they have fairly admitted, that King George II. 


the mob government, and the Proteſtant Diſſen- 
ters, were all embarked in the ſame cauſe (ob- 
ſerve that I take credit for this, and put it among 


my other authorities, in favour of what I am 
defending). Let us a little diſſect this, almoſt 
treaſonous paragraph, which I ſhould have 
thought too daring for the meridian of the four 
laft years of Queen Anne. Surely none of the 
ſycophants of her ſecond- rate miniſters, would 
in her reign, have preſumed to abuſe the memo- 
ry of her grandfather, Charles I. or that of his 
miniſters. Not even a favourite Jacobite, 


would have ventured to do fo. The paragraph, 


is but dark and confuſed, as if from the womb 
of Chaos itſelf. I ſuſpect that fear has made 


them blunder round about a meaning. Mark 
its progreſſion, viz. The cant of the pulpits 


e raiſed the flame, and occaſioned the blood and 


„ 2yranny that enſued.” What! Did it bring 


over the Pretender ? For there was no flame till 
the rebellion broke out. The flame of patriot- 
ifm and ſpirit of liberty were raiſed by cant, and 


a good performance it was, when the enemy 
was 


1 


was almoſt at our doors. Why chen well 

done, Cant. But this flame, raiſed by 3 
Cant, rouſed us into action good again. But 
then the Blood and tyranny that enfued—that is 
inſtead of ſtanding quietly to have our throats 
cut, we ſtood forth manfully in the defence of 
our lives and liberttes—better and better till. 

But by this, the blood that was ſpilled at Cullo- 
den enſued. — That followed in courſe. Who 
began firit? The tyranny, I ſuppoſe, was the 
cutting off the rebel Lords, that only wanted to 


overturn the conſtitution. —True it was a pity, - 


and tity it is it's true: Hearken farther—out it 


comes—the cloven foot appears: That for all 


theſe fine doings, the oppreſſed nation, that is, 


the Highlanders, Scots Epiſcopalians, and Jaco-- 


bites (all firſt couſins to the triumvirate) prefer- 
red even the return of the Stuart race, to a mob 


government, that is George II. his minifters and 
the two houſes of parliament: Bravo!—Bravo! 


— There is no doubt of this: It is the only true 


fentence in the whole paragraph: This open 
declaration is bold and honeſt. But a mb go- 
wernment, with a Prince of the houſe of Hano- 
der at the head of it r hat's an ill phraſe—not I 
think, debonair enough for his Grandſon, George 
III. All his they do, becauſe they dare. This 
paraphraſe is, I think, as natural and orthodox 


as any ever Donough gave. By the way, I fuf- | 


pect, that the Doctor has had a finger in this po- 
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litical pye; by its being ſo highly ſeaſoned; and. 
his eyes are ſo jaundiced, thas he cannot ſee ob- 
jects diſtinctly enough to mix the materials pro- 
perly. He has, of late, halted in his under- 
ſtanding; and the aſſertions here are ſo like. 
ſome of the Dogmas.I have heard from him, in 
the Caſtle Chapel, fo fraught with .effrontery - 
and abſurdities, as leave me no room to doubt 
his having been one of the ſtate cooks on this 
| occaſion. The whole. poiſonous compoſition + 
could come from nothing, but the haun of Sa- 
cheverel, impregnated. with. acid and corroſive : 
particles. If the times do; not change, it is to 
be feared, that the fry of this ſort. will become 
plenty. I know. no cure for ſo many mental 
diſorders, as ſeem to have taken poſſeſſion of the 
little Doctor, or that would ſo ſoon cure the bad 
ſtate of his political blood, as to read a parcel of 
rauſing, true blue, flame-blowing, Preſbyterian: 
ſermons, preached on. occaſion of the late re- 
bellion. I doubt not, but they would yet 
make him read his recantation from the errors of 
Caſtle politics, and prove a falve for the political ' 
piles, which ſo affect him in fundamentals: 
Should not theſe work his converſion, I have 
ſtill ſomething more agreeable in view for him. 
America at preſent ſwarms with Preſbyterians, 
all ſtiff- necked, hard · mouthed, rough ſons of 
liberty. The government had once a deſign to 


2piſcopize that country for the good of their 
ſouls, 


(..299-'] 
ſoids, and the honour ef the church. Now, if 
the high- flying principles of the Doctor would - 
carry him over, ready conſecrated, equipped i in 
lawn, cut and dry, juſt fit for ſervice, it might 
be attended with very ſerious conſequences. A 
few miſſipnaries in his train, to form a life guard, 
or, as it were, a kind of church militant, would 
do no harm; for it may be a ferwice of danger. 
It is not improbable, in that rude country, but 
the firſt Biſhop that ſhall appear may be handled 
roughly. I had nearly ſaid, kicked about. The 
Doctor's ſeat of honour being much confined, --- 
and almoſt next to nothing, could not be much 
affected by this, eſpecially as he is of the ſpaniel 
kind, and could fawn fo, as to ſoften matters. 
Ihave thas-ſpoke with the freedom of a friend, 
and in a way that will not be reckoned puritanic 
cant. I thought a few political ſquibs and 
—_ would better ſuit the ſprightlineſs of 
his fancy. The next thing noticeable in the 
learned charge we have been conſidering; i is, the 
fixt enmity which theſe ſurface:writers ſay the - 
Diſſenters have to the Catholios: They could. 
not poſſibly aſſert a greater falſhood. I will © 
briefly explain this matter, it being a trite "__ : 
gar obſervation, founded on prejudice and i 
norance. That the Puritans carried the Refor- 
mation farther from Popery than thoſe of the 
eſtabliſhment, muſt be admitted. Their reli- 
gion is more ſimple, leſs ſhewy and expenſire. 
E 
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It cannot from hence be inferred, that, in point 
of good will, they are more. averſe from the 
Catholics than the others. The contrary is the 
| caſe; for the very effence of the religion of 
Proteſtant Diſſenters is true Catholiciſm, univer- 


ſal charity, with an unbounded benevolence to 


all men of every country and denomination, 


with an abhorrence of every thing that even 


looks like hardſhip, for a difference in opinion, 
or that breaks in upon the rights of private 


judgment. They openly profeſs an abſolute 
independence on human authority in all affairs 
of religion and conſcience, calling no man 
maſter, upon earth, but Chriſt only, who is in 
heaven. Do theſe principles tend either to bi- 
gotry or enmity? Are they not more favourable 
to Cathohcs than thoſe of the eſtabliſhment? 
The unlimited authority claimed by the Church 
of Rome in religious concernments—the diſpen- 
ſing with moral obligation, when the Pope or 


the good of the Church requires it, are the very 
- exceptionable parts of the Romiſh religion. All 
the H$erſecutions, with their numerous train of 
evils, which have ſo diſgraced the chriflian 


world, and human nature itſelf, have chiefly 
ariſen from this corrupted ſource. Whatever 
dangers may be in theſe principles, to ſociety, 
it is ſurely more incumbent on the eſtabliſhment 
to attend to ſuch things than the Diſſenters; 


who are themſelves, after all they haye done 


a | and 
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and ſuffered, but a tolerated ſet. Far then be 
it from them to bear enmity to their brother ſec- 
taries, the Catholics (which name I ſhall never 


begrudge them, as they ſeem to like it beſt) but, 
for the objections I have mentioned, they are, 


in my mind, intitled to our confidence, and to 


the privileges of other ſubjects. The modern 
Romanitts, as far as I can ſee, are a decent, 


— 


well-behaved people in general, fair traders and 


good citizens; and there is an affectionate hoſ- 
pitality that runs through the lower ranks of 
them which is moſt commendable, and marks 
the national character. As to the ornamental 


trinket parts of moſt religions, they are almoſt 


equally harmleſs, as alſo their different modes 


and ceremonies, with which we have nothing to 
do, only where they tend to divert the mind:  - 


from more important objects; or are put in the: 
room of univerſal virtue and ſanctity of manners, 
which are, and eternally muſt be, the end and 
deſign of all true religion. Our late improve- 
ments in ſcience have proved favourable to theſe 
ſentiments; and in time, no doubt, the miſts of 
error, and clouds of ignorance will be difpelled, 

by the force of truth and the ſun- ſhine of liber- 


ty, and unconfined benevolence. Thus much 


for the true Blues and Catholics, who, I moft. 
ſincerely hope, will ever live like friends and 
brethrEn together; this will ſhew they are fo 
far of the true religion, and that they deſpiſe 

the 
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the baſe infinuations-of deſigning men, who ſeem 
enemies to the peace and proſperity of this coun- 
try; at preſent moſt unhappily divided and pil- 
laged; its trade and liberties wounded ; and in- 
volved in a very alarming national debt, threat- 
ened with an increaſe in a time of peace It is 
difficult to deſcend from the dignity of our ſub- 
ject, to ſpeak of the Northern riots. That the 
loyalty of the Diſſenters ſhould have in the leaſt 
been called. in queſtion: on this account is moſt 
abſurd. F truſt, after what I haxe ſaid, and: 
the ſpirited conduct ſhewn by them on Thurot's- - 
landing, that any farther argument is unneceſſa- 
ry; nor can any ſenſible man have the: leaſt 
doubt about this matter. If men of landed pro- 
perty will oppreſs and circumvent, oppreſſion, 
perhaps, may make the poor as well as wiſe man 
mad; and, ſhould riots happen, it is probable 
there may be many Diſſenters in the affray; as, 
in the North, they compoſe the bulk of the com- 
mon people. What then? Still they are the 
great ſecurity and ſtrength of the Proteſtant in- 
tereſt in Ireland; and will be always ready to 
play the men for the People, and the liberty of 
their country. Was it not owing to the magna- 
nimity and the glorious ſpirit of independence, 
that reigned in the anceſtors of theſe men, that 
America is now peopled with, what may, be 2 N 
ps Proteftants of a double dye? Liberty was 
ever dear to den, they ſaw her trampled un- 


der 


der foot in their native country, and at laſt ba- 
niſhed. They could not live but under her pro- 
tection. The divine goddeſs had taken ſhelter 
in wild American deſerts. They followed her 


thither, and for her ſake leſt friends and coun- 
try, and all the. poliſhings and advantages of 


civil life. She received them as her firm, un- 
ſhaken friends, on a deſert ſhore; and at this 
day they are flourtſhing and happy under her 
protection. I believe his preſent-Excellency has 
ſeen ſome of her hardy ſons on the heights of 
Abraham, or on that victorious ſpat where he 
attempted to rob the brave WoL E of his fame, 


and pluek the laurels from his brow. From the 


whole of what has been offered-to.the public in-- 
theſe letters, I hope it appears, that the oppreſ- 
ſions and perſecutions ſuffered by Proteſtant . 
Diſſenters, have always been under arbitrary 


governments; and that they have ever been moſt 


friendly attached to every adminiſtration that 


was favourable to liberty. On the other hand, 


that the eſtabliſhed hierarchy was unalterably 
on the fide of deſpotic meaſures; and that the - 
freedom of the conſtitution has been often en- 
dangered by eccleſiaſtical policy- This was 
what I at firſt propoſed to ſhew the candid, 
impartial reader, will judge how far I have ſuc- 
ceeded. In the courſe of the argument, the 
evil effects of this policy, joined to the prero- 
gative, on the Univerſities and public - Schools, 
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on a liberal education, philoſophy, the rights of 


private judgment, and religious improvement, 
have likewiſe, it is hoped, been made appear. 
Theſe particulars I have illuſtrated and confirm- 
ed by the moſt reſpeQable authorities, and ſet 


7 


the ſubje i in a different light from what I appre- 


hend many have been uſed to ſee it in. Every 
man may here view the glorious ſtruggles of 
our forefathers to make us free and happy; and 


by this be inſpired with the nobleſt fentiments. 


The ſubject is of great importance, and deſerves 
the moſt ſerious confideration of all who with 
well to the freedom and proſperity of our coun- 
try. What has been faid, in anſwer to the ma- 
licious aſperſions thrown on the Diſſenters, will, 
it is preſumed, clear them from all ſuch baſe 
and falſe miſrepreſentations ; and at the fame 
time expoſe the great ignorance, the malignity 


and dangerous principles of the authors. 'Theſe 


men, and their different ſcouts, I hear, are bu- 
ſy in ſolliciting an addreſs from the city to Lord 


Townſhend before he*departs, expreflive of the 


high ſenſe they- have of his Excellency's juſt and 
prudent adminiſtration. In other words, to 
give him a certificate of his good behaviour; or, 
as the vulgar would phraſe it, to white-waſh 
him after ſo many dirty jobbs, by which he has 


been fo often beſpattered. This is not bad ge- 


neralſhip; but, the friends to liberty hope to 


cut off thus reſource, and to drive them out o. 


the 


„ | 
the field. The political quacks and mounte- 


banks, becauſe they had a patent for abuſe, 


think that by their ſtate pills, they can either 
ſtupify our ſenſes, or purge away our under- 
ſtandings, by which they will be able to paſs a 
piece of baſe metal, with the King's image on 


it, for ſterling merit, and make us ſet our names 


to the truth of it. But our magiſtrates are not 
ſo ready in granting freedoms and preſenting ad- 
. dreſſes: The former they refuſed, to a Pitt, 
and they cannot decently, confer a greater hon- 
our on a Townſhend, unleſs they think he de- 
ſerves it better. Be conſiſtent with yourſelves, 


gentlemen, take the ſenſe of the people: You 


know the maxim, vox populi, wox Dei. Do 
not throw duſt in the eyes of his Majeſty. The 
parliamentary addreſs, procured by an hired 
majority, contrary to the ſenſe of the public 
(whoſe money paid them to deceive the King) 
is fully ' fufficient to hoodwink him at preſent. 
Let not the city records bear the fame ſtain of 
corruption, as the journals of the houſe. The 
citizens of Dublin ſhewed a noble ſpirited con- 
duct, in teſtifying their abhorrence of the riot 
act, that ſtrikes at the very ground work of our 
liberties, being contrary to Magna Charta. His 
Excellency encouraged and promoted this eter- 
nal diſgrace to his on adminiſtration. Shall 
the city, then by an addreſs, give their appro- 
bation, not only to this hateful law, but of eve- 
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xy part of his government? Can they ſincerely 
tell him, that he has ꝓromoted the welfare and 
proſperity of Ireland? Would not the preſent 
divided, exhauſted ſtate of it, and the cries of 
| an injured, people, contradict every word they 
D ſpoke? Would not the whole lock like a piece 
| of ſtate mummery ? I doubt not, but ſome time 
| | hence, he might caricature the whole board. 


Whoever ſhall ſucceed Lord Townſend, muſt 
be ſenſible of his mal adminiſtration, and of our 
unfavourable ſentiments towards him. What a 
contemptible opinion muſt he form of us, after 
reading an addreſs of this ſort? What ſlaves and 
ſycophants, would he call us? Would he ever 
put any value on a thing of this kind again, or 
ſquare his conduct ſo as to deſerve it? The ad- 
dreſſes of the hoyfe, iiſelf, thus proſtituted, will 
at leaſt. be looked on as things of courſe, and 
wn” Perhaps be tacked to the money bill. National 
_ | _— and city addreſſes, ſhould always be reſerved 
1 for diſtinguiſhed, eminent virtue, and true great- 
neſs of mind. The utmoſt chaſtity ſhould be 
preſerved in compliments of this kind. They 
will then have a proper weight and influence, 
and your conduct and dignity as magiſtrates ap- 
Pear in a becoming light. My regard to the 
honour of the city, has made me to ſay fo much. 
But after all, if chere muſt be an addreſs cooked 
up, — do not lump it, but ſpeak the truth. Say, 
That the city of Dublin, thank your Excel- 


% lency, 


EX 


1 167 J 
ñency, and are truly ſenſible of the equity,. 


« prudence and economy of every part of your 


10 government—The prorogation, augmentation, 
giving penſions, creating uſeleſs commiſſions, 


« the riot act, Sir Edward Newenham's affair, 
« increaſing. the national debt in a time of 
e peace, &c. &c. &c. excepted.” Believe me, 
the ſingularity of this will ſtrike his Excellency, 
make a great noiſe, and gain you immortal hon- - 


our.— His Lordſhip, however, is not yet ſetting 
out; do not be too haſty. in the affair. There 


may yet be good: ſport beſore this happens. TO 
my knowledge ſome of the: waiters at court are 
like curs under a table, watching for what falls, 
or ready to pick up the crumbs. His Excellen- 


cy for diverſion, may. throw a bone of conten- 
tion among them, that in the ſcramble may en- 
tertain the public. Donough has done pretty 
well for himfelf, but is ſtill very active, and 


hobling faſt about. He would rather be fed than 


famous. Had. he lived in the time of our firſt 
Saxon Kings, hen a fenth from æohoring, was 
claimed by the clergy, I imagine he would have 
had a ſharp look out. He might by his clever- 
neſs have had a new permit office erected, and 
been chief manager of the revenue. But I be- 
lieve I ſpoke of him before. Many other parti- 
culars oceur, that might embelliſh our political 
diſpute, but as the Parſon ſays, they muſt be 
** reſerved to another opportunity.” 


Notwith- - 
ſtanding. 
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ſtanding our many flouriſhes, we fincerely wiſh 
well to the enemy, for we deſire their refor- 
mation. In the arguments I have made uſe of 
in the grave part of my ſubject, they were not 
adopted, but on mature deliberation, and their 
being confirmed by the beſt authorities. For 
theſe reaſons, ſhould any remarks be made on 
them, they ſhall not be replied to by me; for of 
all things I ſhall keep clear of a news paper 
altercation. I have. thought freely for myſelf, 


and as impartially as I was able. The public 


will, no doubt, judge for themſelves properly, 
both of what I advanced, or of what may be 
objected againft it. The author of theſe letters 
will, no doubt, be called a Preſbyterian, becauſe 
of his zeal in defending their cauſe. It follows 
not, that he is ſo; it were wrong to ſuppoſe 
this. He has chiefly defended: their political 
_ principles,, which at preſent was no more than 
ſtanding up for an injured character when aſper- 
ſed. He is not called upon, however, to make 
a confeſſion of his faith; but if he were, he 
would moſt freely declare, that he knows not 
any church exactly modelled, to the beautiful 
ſimplicity and purity of original chriſtianity. 
I expected that ſome of the Proteſtant diſſenting 
clergy, would have ſtood forth and defended 
their cauſe, ſo openly attacked on this occaſion. 
At preſent; ſuch amongſt them as are Doctors 
in Divinity, ſhould have diſtinguiſhed themſelves, 
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as this title implies ſuperior abilities. The Rev. 


Oliver Plunket was, particularly pointed at, and 


ſhould have engaged in this ſervice. His doing 
ſo, would have ſaved me much trouble, and 1 
hope he will think himſelf a bottle and a good 
lriſb ſong in my debt, ſhould I ever have the 
pleaſure of his acquaintance. Perhaps, what 
has now been offered to the public, does not 
ſupercede the neceſſity of a further defence. 
There have been men in Dublin (who I could 
name) but now, alas! are no more, that would 
at once have defended their principles and loy- 
alty, when ſo openly attacked, by the favourite 
writers for government. This ozly could ren- 
der a reply neceſſary or proper, for otherwiſe 
the paragraph in itſelf is too contemptible. In- 
deed conſidering that Sunday is almoſt the only 
day, in which theſe gentlemen are employed in 
the public ſervices of religion, one can hardly 
help ſaying, that it was not for want of indo- 
lence or inattention, that this was not made by 
ſome of them; eſpecially as it had not been 
much noticed by the public, and the other parts 
in the ſame paper particularly anſwered, by a 
ſincere friend to both religious and civil liberty. 
The activity and zeal ef the Catholic clergy, in 
their way, (wholike them have no eſtabliſhment) 
may not improperly be held up as an example, 
and the lives and labours of ſeveral of the cu- 
rates in Dublin are very praiſe-worthy. As " 
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cthe dignitaries in the church, whoſe kingdom is 


of this world, and being ſupported by the ſtate, 


they may ſlumber quietly in their ſtalls, and 
have none to make them afraid They bear not 


the burthen, either in the heat or cook of the 


day. My regard to the Diſſenting intereſt and 
:cauſe, which ftand ſo nearly connected, with 


the public ſafety and welfare, has made me fay 


ſo much. This body ſhould be always conſider- 
ed as a proper balance in the conſtitution, againſt 


eccleſiaſtical policy and domination. It muft 


therefore, be the political intereſt of every free 
ſtate, or who wiſh to continue ſo, to maintain the 
rights and liberties of their fubje&s, in their full 
force and extent; and to encourage and ſupport 
chem in their ſtruggles for, and attachment to 
liberty. All conſiſtent Proteſtant Diſſenters, 
avow an abſolute manly independence on all 
human authority, in affairs of religion and con- 
ſoience, juſtly aſſerting that a rational unaffect- 
ed piety, unconfined charity, and univerſal vir- 
tue, are the ſum and ſubſtance, the end and 
deſign of all true religion. This is their glory. 


It is a cauſe, which every friend to true chriſtia- 


nity, and to the rights of private judgment, 
ought to ſupport. It ſhould animate its proſeſ- 
ſors, with a warm and generous zeal. Being 
unſhackled by human impoſitions, they may puſl 
their enquiries after truth, with the nobleſt free- 
dom of thought, and embrace the lovely form 

© wherever 


{ mn Þ 


-wherever ſhe may be found. — The ſweet: fur- 


priſe, and many advantages, that muft- attend 
the diſcovery, will more than make amends for 
the labour of the ſearch. Being thus got clear 


of ſuperſtition and enthuſiaſm of every king, 
let them puſn forward towards perfection, in 


principles and practice. If they do not, of all 


men, great will be their condemnation. Above 


all things, let them be ambitions to ſhew the ſin- 
cerity of their profeſſions, by cultivating that 
purity and rectitude of heart and intention, that 
amiable, beautiful ſimplicity, and .uniformity of 


life and manners, that are the faireſt ornaments 
of human nature, and mark it with the divine 


likeneſs. This will do honour to themſelves, 
and to their religion.— Without it, their boaſted 
attachment to liberty, or declarations. of Hatri- 
otiſm, are but as the ſounding braſs or tinł ling 


cymbal.—If it be aſked, what are their political 


principles, I'anfwer—that I ſhall not make 4 


creed for any denomination of men, becauſe 1 


ſhould not chuſe that any ſhould make one for 
me. But were a new political confeſſion of their 
faith to be publiſhed, doubt not but they might 
admit into it ſome of the following articles, viz. 
That the people are King over all, being the 
fountain-head of power and authority; that 


his Majeſy is their firſt ſervant, but the laws 


always above him. That where law ends, 9 


rznny begins. But that whilſt he maintains the 
dignity 
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Agnity and freedom of the conſtitution, and 


pays becoming reſpect to the Majeſiy and voice 


of the people, making their happineſs the great 


end of his government, that then it muſt be their 
indiRenfible duty, to fupport it with honour ;— 

to be truly loyal, and to pay an affectionate 
fubmiſſion and obedience to his commands. 
When his conduct becomes the reverſe of this, 
and their religion and liberties endangered by 
his adminiſtration, why then, —he ought to be 


reſtrained, or depoſed, and the power that was 


entruſted with him, for the public ſervice, be- 
ing thus abuſed, muſt of courſe, revert to our 


Sovereign Lord the people. They farther be- 


lieve, that when our rights, and privileges are 


gone, our country can be no longer dear to us, 


and laſtly, that the beſt cure for the King's ewil, 
is the people. I can thus far almoſt vouch for 
them, and that the liberty they ſo firmly ſtand 
faſt in, and claim for themſelves, they moſt ar- 
dently wiſh to all others. They likewiſe aſſert 
that the true ſpirit of it, abhors all ſedition and 
licentiouſneſs, as well as ſlavery, and that it 
muſt conſiſt, in thinking and acting freely and 
virtuouſly, as God and nature, their conſciences 
and pure chriſtianity dictate and command.— 
Upon the whole, laying aſide all party diſtincti- 
ons and narrow ſelfiſh views, let us with bro- 
therly affection unite, to promote the public hap- 
pineſs 3 being ever moſt firmly attached to our 

free 


— 


1 493 J 
free and legal conſtitution, and in every inſtance 
in our power, ſhew a becoming loyalty and 
affectionate regard to his Majeſty's perſon and 


government. I ſhall pray for the peace of our 
Jeruſalem, in the words of the poet ſuited to 


our circumſtances. 


O thou! by whoſe almighty nod, the ſcale 
Of empire riſes, or alternate falls, 

Send forth the ſaving virtues round the land 
In bright patrol; ſweet peace and ſocial love: 


Integrity and worth to chear the ere and 
make it happy! 5 


The tender - looking charity, intent 

On gentle deeds, and ſhedding tears thro? ſmiles; 

Undaunted truth, and dignity of mind; | 

Courage compoſed, and keen; ſound irs and 
rance, 

Healthful in heart and look: Gian chaſtity, 

With bluſhes red'ning, as ſhe moves along, 

Plain honeſty, rough induſtry, untir'd, and all 
awake, 

While in the radiant front, ſuperior ſhines 

That firſt paternal virtue, Public Zeal, 

The enemy to luxury and deeds corrupt; 

And ever muſing on the public weal, 

Still labours glorious, with ſome great deſign.— 

Amen with all my heart. 


HUMPHREY SEARCH, 
. LETTER 
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LETTER XX. 


To the COMMITTEE for conducting the 
FREE PRESS. 


1 


F rernch⸗ 


compliments to the poor ſcholar, who attempt- 
ed (in the Mercury) to anſwer his letters. He 


will find part of his objections anſwered in my 
concluding letter, which was ſent eto the preſs, 
before I had ſeen his ſpluttering remarks. Par- 
ticularly, that what he has aſſerted, relating to 
Lord Cheſterfield, is a moſt impudent falſehood. 


[He will likewiſe ſee the reſolution I had taken. 


never to reply to hired writers, whoſe intereſt 
would make them aſſert any thing, or ſwallow 
a new political creed every. Moon. My reaſon 
was, that I ſhall never advance any argument, 
but what is grounded. on the beſt authority, and 
the effect of. mature deliberation. From that 
letter alſo it will appear, that Mr. Oliver Plun- 


| ket was not the author. With you, Oliwer 


Plunket is every body, and every body is Oliver 
Plunket. The public are quite tired with your 
very inſincere, muliſh repetition of this in ano- 


rher inſtance contrary to conviction. What fig- 
,nifies 


{ 495. J 


nifies it, to the merits of the queſtion, who 
wrote theſe letters? Anſwer them, if you can, 


and don't as uſual, bounce from truth and the 
ſubje&, every other ſentence. Try for once, 
if you canrreaſon, even decently, or ſpeak truth, 

for what ſhall fill up half a ſide. Let us ſee if 
you have one ſingle argument of weight to pro- 
duce, or can write any thing, without hawling 


in a parcel of trite, cant, thread-bare High- 


Church-Terms, which ohly expoſe you to the 
contempt of the wiſe, and ſets your amazing 
ignorance of hiſtorical facts, in the moſt-conſpi- 
cuous light. What I have advanced in'my let- 
ters, is chiefly on parliamentary authority—or 
confirmed by Mr. Locke, and many others of our 
beſt writers, and I believe is agreeable to the 
moderate and ſenſible part of mankind 'in the 
preſent enlightened age, as well as to every lover 
of liberty. I ſhall therefore take nothing as an 
anſwer, ' but what ſhall be advanced, on the 
ſame incontrovertible authority, of a patriotic 
parliament, or reſpectable Whig writers. This 


may fave you ſome trouble—and from the ſpe- 


cimen I have ſeen, I would, before you proceed 


any farther, adviſe you, to learn the rudiments 


of Engliſh hiſtory.— ] ſaw an old one, the other 
day, lying in a ſhop window in Plunket-treet, 
almoſt oppoſite to the conventicle. At is by way 
of queſtion and anſwer, and will juſt hit the 
focus of your underſtanding, I am really ſeri- 
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ous, and can't be otherwiſe, when in your an- 
ſwer, you produce Wagftaffe, as one who had 
abuſed the Diſſenters before his Excellency ar- 
. rived. This. is both bread and butter! Then 
comes your ſheet anchor, Swift—a good Whig 
every body knows he was—not. Few admire 
his wit and genius more than myſelf.—But his 
political principles are moſt exceptionable. In 
the four laſt years of Queen Anne, he was 
an avowed writer for the Tory party—and no 
friend to the Henower ſucceſſion. He found 
himſelf, at laſt made a tool of, was diſappoint- 
, ed of preferment, and. retired in diſguſt. But 
he hated King George—the Whigs, and Preſby- 
terians. Your quoting his authority, therefcæe, 

againſt the Proteſtant Diſſenters, ſtrengthens the 
arguments in my letters, and I thank you for it. 
All ſuch anſwers are only fit to be laughed at— 
Nor ſhall I think any prancing performances 
worthy a reply. The corruption of your prin- 
. Ciples, I truſt, is too groſs and viſible to taint 
the loyalty of the preſent age. You give up,:1 
ſee, your five favourite new commiſſioners, and 
only now ſeem angry, that I ſhould have ſaid 
ſo much. abqut them. It was only by way of 


; prologue to the defence of what. you ſeem to be 


-the inveterate enemy of, viz, civil and religious 
liberty. I mentioned the great numbers of pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters, becauſe attacking ſo reſpecta- 


ble a body, unprovoked, thewed-a more con- 
: firmed 


[ 297. . 


firmed effrontery in wickedneſs, . than letting fly 


at an obſcure ſect. Beſide, I knew you hated to 


hear of ſo many good Proteſtants, all enemies 


to ſlavery and fycophauts. Remember, after 
this, no more rant or fuſtian: No more of Oli- 


Ver © 


Truth has nothing to do with names. 


But, perhaps, your political, like your religious 


faith, is pinned to other peoples ſleeves. You 
take it upon truſt I believe, as you do almoſt 
every thing elſe. Ye wretched, barren ſcrib- 
blers! .pity you had not lived in SacheverePs 
time, or in the days of James I. when the Biſh- 
ops told him he was. the breath of their noſerils, 
(fo indeed he was, for he had a very bad breath.) 
This prelatical cant ſeems rather more nervous 
than that of the Puritans, and liker to what you 
make uſe of at the Caſtle, where I would ad- 
viſe you, in future, to -lie-ftil} under the table, 
and quietly lick up the crumbythat may fall; 
for if you continue, like curs barking, much 
longer in chains, perhaps ſome literary tarrier, 


or Printer's Devil, to fave farther trouble, may 


worry you. into ſilence. 
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1 R. T T * N XX: 
To Lon TOWNSHEND: 


— ——Longa eſt injuria, 
Longæ ambages,———— 


Great is the injury, and long the. tale. 
| Vin RG. 


My Loxp,. | "at 11, 1772 


| Y our: and (that wretched 
cupe of ſtate machinations) Mr. Connoly's vic- 
tims are. at the eve. of their trials. How are 
they to be tried? not by their peers; they are to 
be tried by. aliens, and people. who are totally 
nnacquainted with. the credibility of thoſe wit- 
neſſes that. are to be. produced againſt them; 
they are to be tried in direct oppoſition to Magna 
Charta. What a diſtreſſing fituation muſt the 
county of Dublin jury be reduced to ! witneſſes 
there are, no doubt, ready to be produced 
againſt the victims; but the character of thoſe 
witneſſes ought to be. known to the jury, they 
ought to be their fellow-freeholders, and they 
ought to be their neighbours. As you have reſ- 
pited ſome atrocious murderers, perhaps you 


mean to extend mercy to theſe victims, ſhould 
they 


they be found guilty ; mercy is an heavenly act: 
but what retaliation can you-make the conſtitu- 
tion, that has been wounded in more inſtances 
than one by you As to your tool Mr. Connoly, 
that afluence of fortune, which he ſo often boaſts 
of in the Houſe of Commons, only ſerves to 
render his infamy more conſpicuous ; he had no 
temptations to become the dupe of that crafty 
machiavelian A Malone, whoſe heredi- 
tary regard for the proteſtant intereſt appeared 
in his ſupporting the bill for difarming the nor- 
thern Proteſtants. The horror and fright that 
overſpread the countenances of thoſe Derry he- 
roes, Mr: Connolp. and Mr. Cary; while that cur- 
ſed riot act was depending in parliament, ſhew- 
ed how fit they were to be governors and repre- 
ſentatives of that famous county; fit counſel- 
lors for our preſent moit gracious peaceable King. 
If they had any inclination to ſupport the-laws, 
they ſhould have gone down to quell thoſe riſmgs 
with the civil power ; if that was notfound ſuf- 
ficient, then, and only then, they-might have cal- 
led the military to their aſſiſtance. To you theſe 
gentlemen owe the loſs of their charaQer in their 
country, and, in all probability, the regard of 


their conſtituents; therefore, out of charity to 
them who ſuffered in your cauſe, tack them to- 


your new liſt of peerleſs Peers. 
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No r one, amongſt the various amanuenſes you 
employ, can gain the confidence, nay, ſcarce 
the reading of the public: they want preciſion 
in point of facts, and adherence to truth; they 
attempt to draw off the attention of their e 
readers by vain and idle declamation; inſtead 
of defending, they expoſe you, juſt as your 
blundering Secretary. does in parliament ;. they 
daily ſhift their ground, (as Hoey in his paper of 
this day, has ſhifted your Jevee-begging adver- 
tiſement) yet they gain no advantage to their 

wretched patron. The famous, once governor, 
now commiſſioner Bexnard, and you are tuins; 
he the tyrant of America, you the oppreſſor of 
Ireland; he alienated the affections of the Ame- 
ricans from their mother country, you are ſtriv- 
ing to do the ſame in Ireland. Though the En- 
gliſb miniſtry, at preſent, think that the hands 
of government have received additional ſtrength 
by your acts, they will, on recollection, ſee that 
you have laid the foundation for diſagreeable oc- 
currences in this kingdom; you have trampled 
on the privileges of both Houſes of Parliament; 
you have broke the royal promiſe in the abſentee 
bill, and in the augmentation act. 


Tux. Romans, to preſerve ſome remains of 
liberty, gave themſelves up to other maſters, 
Ooner than ſubmit to the tyranny of their own. 

| nobles. 


* 261” } 3 


nobles. The Engliſh nation, in the midſt of the 
horrors of war, and while the enemy was at their 


door, refufed to grant ſupplies until their griev- 
ances were redreſſed, well knowing, that no 


preſent loſs or ſuffering, how great ioever, could 
equal the entailipg /awvery on poſterity. The 


repreſentatives of the Iriſh nation have not pro- 
fited by ſuch glorious examples; they will not 
leave a ſingle article to fx in caſes of the great- 
eſt emergency. We are taxed to the utmoſt; 
our trade is daily diminiſhing; our manufac- 
turers, by the rack-rent of landlords, aided by 
Conoly's riot act, are emigrating to the wilds of 
America, there they will find an aſylum; they 
will encreaſe the wealth, and ſupport the inde- 
pendency of that growing empire; they will be- 
come to the Americans, what the Walloon pro- 
teſtants were to the Britiſb nation in the days of 


the Popiſb perſecution in France; They will car- - 


ry arts and manufactures along with them; they 


will imbibe the love of liberty, and bear a hand 
towards raiſing the American republic. Arts and 
ſciences, commerce and trade, liberty and plen- 
ty, will flouriſh here, when poveriy and ſlavery, : 


and their attendant conſcquetces, will over- 


ſpread this iſle, and perhaps Great-Britain © 


then, when it is too late to remedy the evil, 
poſterity will curſe hi age of corruption and 
ignorance. 


K 5 kings 


The emperor Veſpaſian's ſpeech © 
ought to be remembered and adhered to, by 
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kings and their deputies, © That a Prince ought 
to die ſtanding,” that is, labouring to the 
laſt moment of his life to ſerve the people 
whom he is appointed to govern. - How diffe-. 
rent is your conduct? at the eve of your recal, 
you are ſtil] adding more to your oppreſſions · 
Miſs Monro is a moſt amiable, virtuous and beau- 

tiful young lady, but that is no reaſon for giving 
her an additional penſion. For ſhame; my 
Lord! let not every hour of your refidence 
amongſt us be merked with ſome act of oppreſ- 
ſion. During the: remainder of your Viceroy- 
ſhip, ſtrive to alleviate our diſtreſſes, and not 
accumulate more on us. 


You may think it preſumption in a private 
perſon to offer advice, or give his thoughts to 
the public, on the important ſituation of this 
country. But every Iriſb man, (that is not cal- 
lous to the feelings which the diſtreſſes of his 
country muſt naturally excite) muſt be affected; 
we muſt look forward to the dreadful conſe- 
quences of lowering the intereſt of money to. 
five per cent. it will be a certain annihilation of 
the ſmall trade we have; it will drive our mo- 
| nied men to foreign parts; it will render our 
merchants incapable of obtaining money upon 
any ſudden emergency 3 it will y the current 
ſpecies of the kingdom into the Treaſury. » Your . 
tegls boaſt of your love and regard for Ireland, 

| | why. 


L 20% J 
why will you not convince us that they ſpeak” 
truth? it is true that we are bleſſed with a good 
and gracious Prince; but, alas! he is ſurround- 
ed by men who will not let the voice of truth 
be ſpoken within hearing of the throne. If our” 
parliament acquieſce to the eſtabliſhing the ex- 
ciſe board, the maintaining. of Ferry Dyſon's 
penſion, the encreaſe of penſions; or ſubmit to 
your inſults, nothing remains but a Remon/irance ” 
from the people at large; this power of the peo- 


ple has been heretofore effectual; whilſt there 
remains an idea of liberty amongſt the Iriſſ 
freeholders, NIL DESPERANDUM. If ſuch 
acts are ſanctified by parliament, and we remain 
inſenſible to our duty or take any other than the 
moſt vigorous meaſures, we ſhall only purſue a 


Juno and catch a cloud. 
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Tor be br e b E. R. 


At gui ; ſunt hi, qui rempublicam orcupabere? Hos... 
mines ſceleratiſſimi, immani avaritid, nocen- 
tiſſimi, iidemgue ſuperbiſſimi ; quibus fides, de- 

cus, pietas, poſtremò honeſta, atque inhoneſta, 
omnia guæ tui ſunt. Quam quiſque peſſim?.. 
fecit, tam maa ime tutus eft.. Metum a ſcelere 
. ſuo ad ignaviam veſtram tranſtulere : Quos 
omnes, eadem cupere, eadem odiſſe, eadem me- 
tuere, in unum coegit. Hæc quidem, inter bo- 
nos amicitia, inter males factio eſt. 


But who are theſe men who have laid violent 
hands on the republic? Men of all others, the 
moſt abandoned, the moſt avaricious, the 
moſt wicked, and at the ſame time the moſt 
aſſuming. To whom faith, honour, piety, | 
in fine every thing honeſt and diſhoneſt, is for 
gain. The worſe each man is, the ſafer he 
thinks himſelf. Inſtead of being afraid for 
their crimes, they have made you not only 

" remiſs, but afraid to puniſh them. From a 
ſimilitude of deſires, hatreds and fears, they 
have formed themſelves into a community: 
But ſo cloſe a conjuction (though amongſt 


gaod men, it might deſerve the name of 
friendſhip) 


IL * ] 


friendſhip). amongſt bad men muſt be called 
a faction. | 
SGanalluſtii Bel. Jug. e Memnii n . 


| Auguſt 18, 1772. 


Unrozr different ſignatures, 
ſuitable to the ſeveral occaſions, I have dedicat- 
ed my writings and. letters, ſometimes to your 
repreſentatives. ſometimes. to your magiſtrates, 
and others: to your: viceroys. This, and a fem 
more, I ſhall dedicate to von the PO EE at 
large. The complexion of the times; the miſ-- 
conduct of your rulers ;-the deſertion of your 
truſtees ; your own ſupineneſs; the deſigns. * 
your enemies; the negligence of your mother 
country (in ſecuring whoſe liberties you bore a 


weighty ſhare, thouſands and ten thouſands of 


your fellow freeholders, being maſſacred, during 
the zra of that glorious ſtruggle for the natural 
conſtitution of theſe realms ;) your diffidence in 
your leaders; your almoſt fatal neglect of your 
long ſought for, and hard earned liberties; all 
theſe things, I fay, now demand your clofeſt at- 
tention. Diveſt yourſelves of all reſentment to 
any man or ſet of men, ©* whether rocked in their 
cradle on this or the other fide of the herring « 
« krook;” attend to meaſures, with a careful, 
impartial and obſerving eye, view your now ſi- 
tuation, let your own ſenſe direct your judg- 
| ment, . 
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ment; and let the reſolutions formed on that- 


judgment direct your actions. The want of vir- 


tue in thoſe individuals, who compoſe the body 
of the people, has generally been the cauſe of 
the decline of the greateſt empires and repub- 
lics; for if individuals, though not immediately 
employed in the-adminiſtration of affairs, would 
exert on Proper occaſions, that oRIGINAI. pow- 
er which is veſted in them; neither kings, vice- 
roys, or either houſe of. parliament, could ever 
ſucceed in their deſigns againſt the' liberties, the 

dignity and EST I of ther RoerEE. If yE 
give yourſelves time, and take the trouble, (and 
it is your duty, ) to view the fitnation- of this 


kingdom, and conſider the- fataF conſequences | 


that muſt inevitably attend your ſuffering affairs 
to go on in the ſame rapid courſe of oppreſſion 
and corruption, YOU will readily join iſſue 
with BxuTus, in acknowledging the decline of 
trade; the low ſtate of public credit; the vaſt, 
at the ſame time uſeleſs; encreafe of the expen- 
ces of the eftabliſhment ; the abſence of ſo ma- 
ny men of property; the notorious corruption of 
the majority of your repreſentatives in parlia- 
ment; the contempt with which your heavy 


grievances are treated, and the numerous mæ- 


nufacturers that are drove to foreign climes: An 
honeſt man, unleſs. aided by a conſiderable for- 
tune, cannot offer his ſervices to the public on a 


and 
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and a few other places; for corruption has- 
ſpread its baneful influence too far. There is 
ſeldom a conteſted election, that does not coſt. 
between two and three thouſand pounds. The 
candidate, that ſucceeds on a.conteſted election; 
through the means of bribery and corruption, 
muſt ha ve ſome ſelfiſh ends in view. As he pur 
chaſed the: votes of the electors, they cannot 
juſtly find fault with him for ſelling: his own 


voice in parliament. When vr go to market 


and buy merchandize, have 2E not a. might to- 
ſell that merchandize to another? The reforma· 

tion of this iniquitous traffick, muſt take its riſe 
from vou. Elect your members free from ex- 


pence, and if poſſible free from the trouble of 
ſolliciting your votes. Follow in that particu- 


lar the example of the Engliſb, and have a coun- 
ty or city meeting duly ſummoned by the Sheriff; 
but ſhould the Sheriff neglect or refuſe to iſſue 


ſuch ſummonſes; meet without it, for it is your - 


right; though the exertion of that right may 
induce Mr. Connoly to extend his riot act, and 


next ſeſſions have a clauſe inſerted in it, to maxe 


it felony of death for more than five freeholders 
to meet in a body until the-day of election. 


To make the Octennial Law of permanent 
{ervice-to the conſtitution, vo ought to direct 


your repreſentatives to forward a proper election 


211]; there ſhould be a clauſe, that all electiens 
ſhould 
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ſhould be determined by ballot: By that mode 
of proceeding, no imperious landlord could be 
offended with the free vote of his tenant :. Then 
the freeholders, and the freemen would have it 
in. their power to give a free, uninfluenced vote: 
The characters of the candidates will prove 
their own ſriends or enemies. The late election 
bill, which was introduced by that worthy, pa- 
triotic, and ſenſible member, Mr. Robert French, 


of Mani vea, was, as far as it extended, formed 


upon che moſt juſt, liberal, and conſtitutional . 
principles; had it paſſed into a law, it would 
have been productive of molt ſalutary effects; 
and the clauſe tendered by another very worthy 
member, Sir Edward Newenhan, was truly 


candid ; when the bribery oath for the electors 


to:take was agreed to, he moved that each can- - 


didate ſhould ſwear, if elected, that he never 


would give his vote in parliament, in hopes of 
a place, or any other emolument. That gen- 
tleman has acted _ the ſame as if he had taken. : 
ſuch an oath... 


Tu ERE: are: many other improvements want- 
ing in our laws, both for our trade and civil po- 
ice. But what will the obtaining of theſe laws 
ayail, if we do not, at the faine time, ſupport 


the conſtitution, and maintain our liberties ? 
Etery additional wealth ys gain will be ſquan- 


dered towards ſupporting ſuch groveling worms, 


23 


: . [--209 ] 


as Underwood, Allen, Maſon, Swan, or their 
compeers; or on ſuch apoſtates as the Earls of 
Ely and Shannon. The Earl of Ely behaved, at: 
leaſt to the public, ſar. more generouſly. than the 


Earl of Shannon; he did not deceive you by a 


pretence to honeſty, he openly avowed himſelf 


YOUR enemy: As te the Earl of Shannon, he 
long deceived you, and when he found ittime, 
he betrayed you, and expoſed a baſe, cowardly, . 


and corrupted heart; he ſtooped to Lord Town- - 
ſhend, who perſonally inſulted him; mean 
wretch! to diſgrace. the name of Boyle, that, 
before him, never bore an inſult without manly - 
reſentment ; he carried the ſword of ſtate, and 
ſupported an addreſs to the man that ridiculed 
him: He might have had his terms, however - 


high they were, from ſucceeding adminiſtra- 


- 


tions: He had what. millions have withed for in 


vain, the power of redrefling Ireland grievan- 
ces: He could have expelled: the illegal board 


of exciſe, and ,impeached the adviters ; but 
Shannon-like he would not; as he had fixed in 
his own mind that daſhing Longfield, (that nefa- 


rious. hypocrite in patriotiſm on whom no man 
can henceforth rely) and * Colonel Townſhend 
ſhould fit amongſt the commiſſioners of exciſe or 
cuſtoms, in the room of Burke, and Townſbend's 
twin, Francis Bernard, and theſe commiſſioners 

* Colonel Toxwnſbend.is ſince appointed a Commiſſioner, 
are 
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are to have penſions of 1000]. a year on this 
loaded eſtabliſhment. Lord Shannon to ſhew 
his ultimate ſubmiſſion to the will of govern- 
ment, has undertaken to oblige his mercenaries 
to vote for the intended bill to lower the intereſt 
of money; which he vainly imagines will eaſe 
his encumbered eſtate. There he will find him- 
ſelf the dupe of his own folly, for his creditors 
conſidering their own intereſt, will call in their 
debts, to lay out their money in another king- 
dom. When Bis thread of life is cut, he will 
expire as he has lived, deſpiſed, but not forgot; 
hiſtory will record that father and * died. 
traitors to their country. 


To you, particularly the trading part, I 
ſhall diſcloſe an attempt to force the employ- 
ment of taſter of wines on you. You refuſed 
to ſuffer that impoſition when attempted by Lord 
Halifax, in the perſon of his pimp, Thomas 
Allen, and it is to be preſumed, no cajoling, or 
other means, will induce you to ſubmit to- it 


under Lord Townſhend, in the perſon of a man 
who once deceived you by a ſhew of patriotiſm. 


* Commiſſioner Berresford is now, or ſoon will 
be appointed to that place, as he flattered the 
miniſtry that his connections will induce the free 


\ 


* Mr. Berresferd is ſince appointed to that office, at 2 
ſalary of 1000l. a year, for his own and his ſon's life. 


citizers 
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citizeus of Dublin to ſubmit to the impoſition un- 
der him. In my next, I ſhall more explicitly 
hold up the charaders of certain men, the true 
colouring of which ſhall be ſubmitted to you by 


BRUTUS.. 


LETTER a 


To the COMMITTEE for conducting the 
FREE-PRES:S. 


And in religion's cauſe, forget humanity : 
Or for Heaven's ſake, horrid pretence !—make 
deſolate the earth. SHAFTSBURY- 


GENTLEMEN, 


Or all monſters that have ap- 
peared in the world, perſecution is the greateſt 
and moſt deſtructive. It is the blood-hound of 
grim. ſuperſtition, let looſe upon the human ſpe- 
cies, for the good of the church, as if the eter- 
nal, unchangeable laws of morality were in- 
conſiſtent with its proſperity; or as if the de- 
ſtruction of mankind was of leſs conſequence, 
than its welfare. How wickedly abſurd is this? 
— The deſign of every true church, and of all 
real religion, muſt ever be to make men good 

and. 
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and Hapgy. Better, ſurely, there were no church, 
than that theſe great, unalterable laws ſhould be 
diſpenſed with, or even, in the leaſt infringed. 
They are the frength, the ſupport and ornament 

of ſociety. Virtue, alone, can be the parent of 
ſafety and happinefs. Indeed moral perfection 
and the happineſs reſulting from it, mutt have 
been the great end, for which we, and all 
worlds, and beings: were created. We can fix 
on no other end that could have been worthy of 
an all perfect, wiſe and benevolent mind, the 
ſource of perfection and bleſſedneſs. The church, 
with all its ceremonies and apparatus, can be con- 
ſidered, but as means, to promote piety and vir- 
tue. Perſecution breaks through the laws of 
nature and morality, and tramples on the ſacred 
rights of conſcience, to advance the power of . 
the Romiſh church, which is. plainly making the 
end ſubſervient to the means. This is moſt con- 
trary to the deity's intentions, or to the com- 
mands of pure chriſtianity, which are clear and 
ſull to this purpoſe. The return of the anni- 
verſary of the Iriſb rebellion, in 1641—gave 
riſe to theſe reflèctions. While we ſeriouſſy me- 
ditate on this dreadful ſcene, it ſhould not only 
fill us with an abhorrence of perſecution, in 
all its ſhapes, but teach us likewiſe leſſons of 
moderation, and univerſal charity to all men. 
Many writers and preachers on this anniverſary, 
have given us pictures of the greateſt _ . 
and 
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and diſtreſs, without laying before us à full 
view of the ſubject; contenting themſelves, 
with railing at popery in general, or in blami 
the preſent Catholics, for the crimes of their 
forefathers. This is unfair; for every man is 
to anſwer ſor his own ad ions only; and I am 
perſuaded that many Catholics, do now, abhor 
the cruelties, then committed, in an age of ig- 
norance and bigotry, compared. to theſe times. 
Nay Roger Moore, one of the chief conſpirators, 
with many others, oppoſed theſe cruelties, as 
much as. in their power, and when they could 
not prevent them, ceaſed to be actors in the 
bloody ſcene. Let us endeavour to ſpeak with 
impartiality on this ſubject, laying aſide pre- 
conceived opinions, forming our judgments by 
real authorities and hiſtorical facts, or upon a 
rational probability, where we have not theſe to 
go by. There is juſtice due to an enemy; and 
the true Proteſtant ſpirit, is, that of candor, 
equity, and benevolence. That we may have 
a clear view of this matter, on which fo many 
different opinions have been formed, we muff 
go back to the earlier ages. — The ancient Mile- 
ans were very national, rough in their manners, - 
reſentful, yet hoſpitable and generous. They 
had ſtrong notions of liberty; the power of the 
Pope, was not even admitted, by the ancient 
conſtitution of the kingdom. It is the leſs to 
-te wondered at, that they ſo ill brooked, the 
conqueſt 
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conqueſt of their country, by Henry II. as by 


this, their properties were invaded and many of 


them -deſtroyed. Their dreſs and language, 


which they would not part with, helped to keep 


up 2 vindiQtive ſpirit; but they were obliged 
to ſubmit. Strong prejudices-were, however, 
ſtrongly rivetted, and carefully conveyed down 
to poſterity. When the Reformation took place, 
many Engliſh families, who had embraced the 
new religion, came over to Ireland; and their 
countrymen, who had ſettled here, moſtly con- 


formed to it. The Catholics were then alarm- 


ed for their religion. Old prejudices were re- 
vived by their clergy, and ſwarms of Friars had 
arrived from Spain, who fomented hatred and 
bigotry, with a ſpirit of diſcontent and diſaffec- 
tion. This was increaſed by the ſeverity of 

Queen Elizabeth in religious affairs, and ſſatutes, 
then enacteul, that directiy led to perſecution. The 
Iriſh clergy, with the Spaniſh friars, inſtilled 
into the people, the higheſt veneration for the 
Pope's authority, as head of the church, and of 


all Kings. By this, his power over the native 


Iriſh became abſolute, and it was thought dam- 
nable in any inſtance to diſobey his commands. 
At that time, . likewiſe, the youth of this king- 
dom were moſtly educated in Spain, and on re- 
turning hither, could not bear to ſee their reli- 
gion ſo depreſſed, and in ſo different a ſtate 
from what they had ſeen it abroad. This cir- 

| cumſtanct 
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cumſtance not a little contributed to keep up 
ill-will and animoſities in the different parties, 
which were ſtill carried to a greater height, by 
the arrival of Romiſh Emiſſaries, Who at laſt 
prompted them to rebellion; which at firſt be- 
gan, under Shan O'Neill in 1567, but ended 
ſome time after, with his death. At that time, 
the Popes were very attentive to [ri/þ affairs. 
There was an old prophecy revived, viz.— 
That the Mother Church of Rome falleth, when 
in Ireland, the Catholic faith is no more, or over- 
come. Such old ſayings or prophecies, never fail 
in having a wonderful effect, (in ages of igno- 
rance and barbariſm) on the common people. 
1 doubt not, but this prophecy may be itil] at- 
tended to. Though the Rebellion ended, with 
the life of O'Nez1l, yet the ſpirit of it was kept 
up in great vigour, by the Pope, the King of 
Spain and the Iriſb clergy. It accordingly broke 
out with great fury, in 1594—under Hugh 
O'Neill, Earl of Tyrane Nor could the famous 
Earl of Efex put an end to it, though he came 
over from England with 21,000 horſe and foot. 
It was afterwards terminated, by the addreſs 
and bravery of Lord | Montjoy. Tyrone then 
ſubmitt&d, and was pardoned by Queen Eliza- 
beth. By this rebellion, fix counties in Ul/er 
were forfeited to the crown. Let it here be 
obſerved, that the Iriſh never could be brought 
to acknowledge the equity of thoſe * 

and 
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rand from palicy, only, ſtifled their reſentment. 
New ſettlers from Scotland were put into theſe 
lands, which raiſed the greateſt enmity againſt 
the people, who had thus taken poſſeſſion of 
their ancient inheritances, though by authority 
of government. This reſentment was of long 
: duration: But by a watchful adminiſtration, 
peace was ſecured for more than 39 years. In 
that time, induſtry began to take place. Neigh- 
bourhoods were formed. There were frequent 
internarriages. The Engliſh cleanlineſs, and 
method of cultivating their lands, with ſeveral 
-arts and manufactures, began to be imitated by 
the natives. The face of the country was im- 
-proved, and the Catholic-religion tolerated ; its 
profeſſors were ſometimes allowed, to be She- 
riffs of counties, to be magiitrates of corpora- 
tions, and to have ſeats in parliament. |, Theſe 
things had a promiſing appearance, and amongſt 
the natives and ſettlers, old prejudices ſeemed 
to be wearing off. Thus were things ſituated, 
before the maſfecre of 1641—the rite and pro- 
.greſs of which,-can be ſcarcely-more than hint- 
-ed at, in a limited performance of this fort. In 
this tranquil ſtate 10 days before the '23d of 
October, Sir William Cite, ſent notice to the then 
Lords Juſtices Sir William Parſons and Sir John 


Borlaſe, that there was an unuſual concourſe of 


people, ſeveral of them foreigners, often ſeen 


dat Sir 'Phelim O' Meill's in the county of Tyrone; 
which 
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which he farther told them had greatly alarmed 
the Proteſtants, who were apprehenſive, that 


ſome evil was intended. Another letter of Sir 


William's was ſent to the Privy Council, two 
days before the rebellion, with a more certain 
account,- but by ſome means, it miſcarried, or 


rather was intercepted. Never was there a plan 


formed, (that required ſuch numbers) with ſuch 
ſecrecy and diſpatch. It does not appear, that 
the Lords Juſtices took any ſteps, in conſequence 
of the firſt intelligence received from Sir William 
Cole, or much miſchief might have been pre- 
vented. Their indolence was moſt culpable 
eſpecially, as they had likewiſe been apprized 
of unuſual numbers of Iriſb prieſts, coming 
every day into the kingdom, from Spain. It 
was not till the 22d of Ofober, about nine 
o'clock at night, that Owen O'Connolly, an Iriſh 


gentleman, who was ſtruck with the horror of 


the attempt, gave information of the whole de- 
ſign to Sir William Parſons. He told him that 
the conſpirators were then in Dublin, gave him 
their names, and afſured him that next day, 
they intended to ſeize the caſtle, with the arms 
and ammunition that were in it. O'Connolly 
had been let into the ſecret by Lieutenant Colo- 
nel Mc. Mahon, a grandſon of Tyrone's—and Sir 


William Pax/ons was ſo imprudent, as to ſend 


him back for farther intelligence. But O'Connol- 
ly had more ſenſe than the Juſtice, and went 
Vol. I I. not 
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not back, as he knew he would have been de- 
tained. Sir John Borlaſe ſaw the error of Pur- 
ſons in ſuffering O'Connolly to depart ; meffen- 
gers were diſpatehed to find him out—and he 
being in liquor, was taken up by the watch, 
when a ſervant of one of the Lords Juſtices 
accidentally faw him, and brought him to Sir 
John Borlafe's houſe in College-green. The alarm 
was given, and ſome ſteps taken for fecuring the 
arms: But had the conſpirators been brave 
enough to have attempted the caſtle, even after 
the firſt alarm, they would ſurely have ſucceed- 
ed, notwithſtanding many of them had not ar- 
rived at the promiſed time; for the delays and 
blunders of theſe Juſtices expoſed the inhabi- 
tants and the armory to the moſt immrment dan- 
ger. O' Connolly, on his examination depoſed, 
that he had heard the conſpirators ſay, they 
« wanted to be rid of the tyranny exercifed 
„ver them, and to imitate Scotland, who by 
« marching a ſtrong army into England had en- 
„ larged their privileges.” He faid they had 
determined to poſſeſs themſelves of the caſtle, 
with the arms and ammunition, next morning: 
That if the city would not yield to them, they 
would batter down the houſes, and cut off the 
Proteſtants: That in every part of the kingdom 


the Engliſh would be maſſacred by ten o'clock 


next morning: That in all the ſea-port towns 
the Proteſtants would be killed that night, and 


that 
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that no diſpatches could prevent it. By diſ- 
banding an army of about 8000 men, a little 
before this, there were not above 2500 ſoldiers in 
the whole kingdom, and ſo ſcattered, as to be of 
little immediate ſervice. This depoſition was 
chiefly what Mc. Mahon had told him. But 
Lord Maguire, ſolemnly depoſed, when taken, 
that no lives would have been loft, but to ſuch 
as gave oppoſition ; and that no riling was to be 
till the 23d of October. It is, however, plain 
from both depoſitions, that a concerted deſign 
had been fully entered into to deſtroy the Pro- 
teſtants. The exception to ſuch as made no re- 
ſiſtance, it is to be feared, would have teen but 
a ſlender ſecurity, where religious rancour, and 
a blind, furious zeal had poſſeſſed men who be- 
fore had been filled with old, inveterate preju- 
dices ; beſide, they were ſtimulated by the prieits, 
who then had an uncontroulable power over the 
people; they called it the holy var, undertaken 
by the Pope's authority, for the good of the 
Catholic church; and that ſuch who were zea- 
lous in it, or loft their lives, would be conſider- 
ed as martyrs, and be eternally happy in the 
other world. Actuated by fuch hopes and prin- 
ciples, how weak, did any ſenſe of humanity 
or moral obligation prove! what were, even the 
ties of neighbourhood, acquaintance, friend- 
ſhip, or relationſhip, before the force and fury 
of enthuſiaſtic rage and reſentment? Nor 'can 
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we — that men would juſt ſtand nil to 


have their throats cut. So that Lord Moguire's 
ſav ing to ſuch as were merely paſſive, could not 
have been of much ſervice; for in the unre- 
ſtrained fury of men let looſe under the power 
of fuch prejudices and principles, it is not like- 
ly they would have been very nice; and would 
call almoſt any thing an oppoſition. According- 
ly we find, that though by the information of 
O' Conolly, Dublin was ſaved, yet in the Nor- 
thern parts of the kingdom particularly, an un- 
diſtinguiſhing, unrelenting maſſacre took place; 
thoſe who reſiſted, and ſuch as reſiſted not meet- 
ing the ſame fate; nor could the ſmiles or inno- 
cence of children, and the cries of female dif- 
treſs, make an impreſſion on ſuch hearts; the 
miſeries and ſufferings of anxious, diſtracted mo- 


thers and parents, ſiſters or brothers did not 


avail. Religious fury is madneſs of the moſt 


me and dangerous kind, when fiends in the 


ſhape of nen, lay waſte God's fair creation. 
But I mean not to hold forth ſuch pictures to 
view, or to paint ſuch ſcenes too ſhocking to 
behold, even in the imagination: Burt, in juſtice. 
to my ſubject, I muſt obſerve, that theſe ſuffer- 
ings were both lengthened out and increaſed by 


the cowardice, and negligence of the govern- 
ment, who brought the army to their own de- 


fence in Dublin, and baſely left the reſt of the 
kingdom unprotected : The care ſhewn by it was 
chiefly 
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chiefly in proclamations. In the county of 
Wicklow, ſo near to the metropolis, the moſt 
cruel outrages and murders were committed on 
the Engliſh inhabitants, and the unmanly fear 
of the Lords Juſtices and Privy Council was ſo 
great, that on no entreaties, would they ſend 
any part of the army to their relief. When the 
neighbouring counties ſaw this done ſo near 
Dublin with impunity, they followed the dread- 
ful example, particularly near Wexford and 
Carlow. The wretched fugitives who were 
daily hurrying to the ſeat of government for 
protection, deſtitute of food and cloathing ; 
their looks, their various forms of woe, and 
numbers of them dying by cold and hunger, in 
November, form a ſcene of ſuch complicated 
diſtreſs, that humanity, as ſhocked, turns aſide 
from it; the good heart feels all the anguith of 
unavailing compaſſion. The writer of this will 
haſten out of it as ſoon as poſſible. The ſtate 
of this country was then peculiarly wretched : 
After every remonſtrance from the defenceleſs, 
perſecuted inhabitants, a few only of the ſol- 
diers were permitted to go to the relief of Drog- 
heda: Supplies of men and arms were daily ex- 
pected from England, but the certainty then of 
a furions civil war, that would ſoon break out 
in that kingdom, and the preparations of both 
King and Parliament for it, retarded ſupplies 
for the relief of this deſolated country moſt un- 
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happily. Even when theſe expected fupplies 
arrived, and when the fears of government, for 
themſelves, ſubſiſted, they were unactive: They 
ſeemed to be in no hurry to put an end to the 
Rebellion: Their orders were ſo confuſed and 
dilatory, that many murders were committed, 
and houſes plundered, before any thing ſenſible 
or effectual was reſolved on. Some, and with 
great reaſon, have been of opinion, that the Re- 
bellion was lengthened out on purpoſe, to in- 
creaſe the number of forfeitures. I can ſee no- 
thing in hiſtory to invalidate this opinion, and 
am perſuaded that, had the then ſleepy, unfeeling 
government acted with wiſdom and intrepidity; 
had they been active and clear in their orders, 
one third of the miſchief, if not half, would 
have been prevented. The kingdom was not 
properly fettled till Cromauell of magnanimous 
and deſpotic memory, came over ſome years 
afterwards, and, as it were, ſpoke the epilogue 
to the diſinal tragedy that had been acted: His 
doing ſo, undoubtedly, paved the way for a 
more ready ſubmiſſion to the revolution of 1688 ; 
the Iriſb force was then broken, and the ſucceſs 
of the immortal King William rendered more 
eaſy and certain. Much hath been ſaid by the 
writers of different parties about the number of 
perſons. who loſt their lives on this ſad occafion : 
At preſent, the queſtion does not appear to me 
to be a matter of ſuch moment: The number 
| murdered 
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murdered was but a circumſtance: The ſpirit 
that occaſioned the maſſacre is what we are now 
chiefly to attend to, and I think it may be affirm - 
ed, that a furious, blind zeal, let looſe on per- 
ſons who were deemed the deſtroyers of their 
religion and ancient properties, and this under 
the direction of ſpiritual leaders, holding out 
the Pope's benediction, and Heaven as a reward 
of their cruelties, would have prompted to mur- 
der any number that flood in the way of the 
church's proſperity, and the recovering their 
former poſſeſſions. Impartiality here compels 
me to ſay, that the maſſacre of St. Baribolomeau, 
in Paris, and in the French provinces, was more 
bloody, more heinouſly aggravated, for it was 
intirely unprovoked: Neither their religion or 
properties had been deſtroyed, or even endan- 
gered by the Hugonots, who were loyal ſub- 
jects; and they murdered under the appearance 
of a ſincere reconciliation, and the cloak of 
amity. In the ib maſſacre there are circum- 
ſtances of extenuation.. But the fame diabolical 
ſpirit of perſecution led to both: It muſt ever be 
abhorred by all wiſe and good men, being moſt 
contrary to nature and chriſtianity, nor can any 
apology ever be made for it. May human na- 
ture never again be diſgraced by ſuch actions, 
and maintainyza becoming abhorrence of all prin- 
ciples, or ſpiritual directors that would lead them 
to the wor of all ſacrilege, that of trampling 
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on the ſacred, divine rights of conſcience and 


private judgment! In ſpeaking of the numbers 
- who loſt their lives in the lriſß Rebellion, we 
muſt argue from probability, as well as the opi- 


nions of the authors, who have almoſt all varied 
on this ſubje&: I can find no ſure teſtimony to 
be relied on in this matter: It is chiefly gueſs 
work; and indeed it is a matter that can never 
be certainly aſcertained : The juſt fears and con- 
fuſion which at firſt ſeized all men, occaſioned, 
no doubt, a great aggravation of the numbers, 
and many reports and letters were circulated 
that never can be conſidered as credible evidence: 

Even Sir John Temple, who has written on this 
{ubjeQ, and was then Maſter of the Rolls, and 
a Privy Councellor in Ireland cannot be de- 
pended on in this point: He had ſuffered by it 
in his property; his fears had not left him, and 


he wrote chiefly from the reports of others, and 


at a time when things were greatly aggravated. 
It is likewiſe plain, from ſome things in his hiſ- 


tory, that they were meant to make him ſtand 


well with the then government. He mentioned 
many hundreds as men who had then loſt their 
lives, that were well known, and lived for ſeve- 
ral years afterwards. Soon after the Rebellion, 
commiſſions were iſſued out, to examine into the 


robberies and murders that had been committed, 
what lands had been ſeized and lives loſt: The 


number and length of the examinations, in con- 
ſequence 


E 


ſequence of theſe commiſſions, is almoſt incre- 
dible: They make no leſs than thirty-two vo- 


lumes in folio, and are now in our College Li- 


brary. It is evident that theſe examinations were 
not all taken upon oath, for the words - being 


duly ſworn” have the pen, in many places drawn 


over them. It is, however, from theſe examin- 
ations only that we muſt form our judgments of 
the numbers that were loſt in the Rebellion of 
1641, nor can they. be exaQly aſcertained by 
them.. An ingenious author, who had been at. 
great pains in ſearching the moſt authentic au- 
thorities, and the Harleian manuſcripts in the 
Muſeum, found the account to ſtand thus, viz. 
The number of people killed, upon poſitive 


evidence, collected in two years after the inſur- 


rection broke out, adding them all together, 
amounts only to two thouſand, one hundred and 
nine: On the report of other Proteitants, one 
thouſand fix hundred and nineteen more; and 
on the report of ſome of the Rebels themſelves, 


a further number of three hundred; the whole 
making four thoufand and twenty-eight. But 
it muſt be allowed, (as impartiality requires it) 


that in thefe hiſtorical manuſcripts there is be- 
ſide, evidence on the reports of others, (not 
ſworn) of eight thouſand deſtroyed by ill ufage. 
This makes the whole number, both with and 
without poſitive evidence, to be twelve thouſand 
and twenty-eight ; nor can I] ſee any. ſolid foot- 
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ing to reſt upon, for a greater r loſt by 
the maſſacre. Hiſtorical aſſertions, without 
being ſupported by real authorities, I cannot ad- 
mit as evidence; nor the ſtate ſermons preached 
upon this ſubject, which have been moſtly found- 
ed on the reports of hiſtory, and not to be de- 
pended on, as ſome of them, either as an em- 
belliſhment, or to raiſe an abhorrence againſt 
- Popery, have aſſerted, between two and three 
hundred thouſand to have been murdered ; 
others, one hundred thouſand, and hardly any 
fo few as fifty thouſand. This ſhews there has 
been no preciſion or pains uſed, where ſuch an 
indiſcriminating difference ſo often appears. 
There is a letter in the council books in Dublin, 
dated 5th May, 1652, from the parliament com- 
miſſioners in Ireland, to the Engliſh parliament, 
it concludes thus, viz. beſides eight hundred and 
forty eight families, there were killed, hanged, 
burned and drowned, fix thouſand and ſixty- two 
perſons. A number more than ſufficient (Hea- 
ven knows) to raiſe the greateſt abhorrence of 
perſecution in every human breaſt! One would 
think the good heart would much rather wiſh 
to ſee this dreadful number leſſened than increaſ- 
ed, even could it be done by credible evidence. 
A true church and pure religion ſtand in need of 
0 ſuch coſtly ſacrifices for their ſupport; and 1 
hope it will not, in this age, be too much to ſay, 
that the different modes, and ceremonies, which 
have 
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have occafioned ſo much miſchief and blood- 
ſhed, have, not all been worth the life of one 
nan Had the writers and preachers who have 
given us theſe exaggerated accounts, but atten- 
tively conſidered the ſtate of this kingdom, even 
long after the Reformation, they could never 
have been brought to believe, that ſuch num- 
bers of Proteſtants were deſtroyed. In Ulfer, 
particularly, where the maffacre raged in the 
greateſt fury, there were very few Proteſtants, 
before Tyrone's rebellion in 1594—which was 
but forty ſeven years before the Rebellion #of 
1641—If there had been any reſpectable num 
ber, it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that ſo wiſe and 
active a Princeſs as Queen Elizabeth, would 
have formed them into a force, to have aſſiſted 
the gallant Efſex, who, notwithſtanding his bra- 
very, and the number of troops he was at the 
head of, could not put an end to that Rebellion, 
which continned for eigh :t years. At that pe- 
riod, the Proteſtants in Ulfer, were 2 ſmall 
diſpirited number of people; nor did the crown 
depend on their aſſiſtance. Indeed, (as was ob- 
ſerved above) when ſix Northern counties were: 
forfeited by the Rebellion of Tyrone, the people 
from Scotland came over in great numbers, to 
inhabit them—but we cannot, upon a rational 
probability conclude, that at a time, when Tre- 
land, in general was thinly peoplea, and the 
Rei itſelf not very old, that any ſuch 
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numbers of Proteſtants could have been deſtroy- 


ed, as we have been uſually taught to believe. 
One thouſand maſſacred, for a difference in reli- 
gious ſentiments, would, in a moral eſtimate, 
mark the ſpirit that could perpetrate it, with as 
much cruelty and guilt, as a greater number; 
for want of obj ects and opportunity only, could 
have prevented farther deſtruction. Many no 
doubt periſhed, (perhaps more) through cold, 
hardſhips, and famine, than by the ſword. And 


it ought to be noticed, that in many of the mur- 


ders, faid to have been committed, neither 
names, time, nor place, are mentioned. And 


ſtrange to tell! many of the cruel ignorant Ca- 


tholics themſelves, boaſted of numbers that were 
not ain, to approve themſelves to their clergy, 
or get the Pope's abſolution and benediction. 
This appeared afterward; and it was very na- 
tural for the Proteſtants, to believe what was fo 
inhumanly boaſted of. Dr. Maxwell depoſed, 
that when he was a priſoner amongſt them, the 
prieſts, in his hearing, ſaid—that the perſons 


ſlaughtered, in the firſt fix months amounted to 


one hundred and fifty thouſand. This is ſome 
proof of what I aſſerted. Indeed the number 
killed, is not what we are chiefly to attend to in 
this ſad hiſtory, though ſo much ill blood has 
been occaſioned this way. The moral uſes, 
gratitude, and the proper improvement of an 
event, in which this kingdom was ſo nearly in- 
tereſted, 
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tereſted, ſhould principally. engage our attention. 
I have, with the greateſt regard to truth, men- 
- tioned every reſpectable authority I know of, 
and am fully convinced in my own mind, (upon: 
evidence) as to the numbers loſt—though I once 
thought them vaſtly greater. But I ſhall never 
hold any opinion, as an inheritance, being de- 
«termined to part with the oldeſt, or moſt favou- 
rite ſentiments, when found unſupported by 
facts and rational evidence: I have laid this 
argument as plainly and clearly before the pub- 


lic as poſſible: Let every man, judge freely for: 
himſelf. 
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To the COMMIT TEE for conducting the 
FREE-PRESS. 


(Concluded from our laſt.) 


He who's convinc'd againſt his will, 
Is of the ſame opinion. ſtill. 
HupisRAS. 


SENTLEMEx, 


1 F we examine into the riſe and 
canſes of this rebellion, many particulars will: 
offer themſelves, ſome of which, I thall juſt 
touch upon, as it would require a volume to do 
juſtice to ſuch a ſubje&. I think it very proba- 
ble, that it was firſt thought on, and concerted 


in Spain, or in Rome, From the characters of 
the 1ri/h conſpirators, {Roger Moore. excepted) 


they ſeem not to have had abilities, either to 
contrive or carry on, of themſelves, ſuch a 
work, the preparations for which were made, 
with amazing ſecrecy and addreſs. They en- 
truſted the fecret but to a very few, for they 
knew, that the common people would obey 
the word of command from the clergy. A 

ſhort 


1 

hort ſketth of the principal leaders, will help- 
to evince the truth of what I have ſuggeſted.. 
Sir Phelim: O Neil had been under obligations to 
the crown, for a reſtoration of his grandfather's: 
eſtate. He had changed his religion, perhaps,. 
more than once, and was then a bigotted Catho- 
lic, of an underſtanding and principles narrow 
and mean. His extravagance and diffipation: 
ſoon threw him into difficulties, which laid him: 
open, to any enterprize that would relieve them, 
or gratify his vanity, of which he had a large 
Rock. Conner, Lord Maguire, by a proſfigate 
courſe of life, had contracted heavy debts, and 
was then in deſperate circumſtances. His abi- 
lities were very unequal to a ſcheme of this ſort; 
and from his narrative, delivered to the Lieute-- 
nant of the Tower, ſome time before his execu- 
tion, it appears clearly, that Roger Moore had 
drawn him into the rebellion. Colonel Plunket, 
indeed, was a well-bred, ſenſible man, but ex- 
tremely vain, and affected a great zeal for the 
Catholic cauſe. He was firſt couſin to Roger 
Moore's wife, and by his intimacy in the family. 
was without much trouble brought in. His el- 
der brother was then in priſon for debt, having 
ruined his eſtate, and the Colonel who was not 
tong before come from Flanders, was made be- 
lieve, by Moore, that the plan he had propoſed 
to him, would clear all—and that by his mili- 
tary knowledge and bravery, he would be con- 
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ſidered as the head and ſoul of the whole enter- 

prize. Moore, who was the chief engineer, in 
this buſineſs, was the only man among the con- 
ſpirators equal to ſuch an undertaking. He 
was much eſteemed, had addreſs, was active 
and penetrating. But with all his abilities we 
can hardly ſuppoſe, he could have contrived 
and carried on ſuch a deſign. There are ſome 
circumſtances, that ſhew a foreign agency in 
this matter. Roger Moore, Eſq; was of very 
honourable extraction, but his family eſtate was 
almoſt intirely in the hands of the Engliſb inha- 
bitants. It muſt likewiſe be obſerved, that it 
was, when he was abroad, that he concerted 
the inſurrection, with the Earl of Tyrone, ſon to 
the famous Rebel, who had ſo long difturbed. 
the public tranquillity. It is obſervable, that 
the chief leaders in the Rebellion, were in di 
treſſed circumſtances, and were, no doubt, 
conſidered as the moſt proper perſons to be en- 
gaged in ſo dangerous a conſpiracy. But be- 
ſide the improbability of men ſo diſqualified, for. 
being the. firſt concertors of a plan ſo bold and 
hazardous, there are other. circumſtances, that 
give a preſumption of a foreign interpoſition. 
Near eight months before the inſurrection, the 
Lords Juſtices received information, by order of 
the King, from Sir Henry Vane, one of the Se- 
cretaries of State, that intelligence had been 
ſent him by his Miniſters in Spain and other 

places, 


1 


places that there had then lately paſſed from 
Spain and other parts, an unſpeakable number 
of Iriſh churchmen for England and Ireland, 
and ſome good ſoldiers, under pretext of aſking 
leave to raiſe men for the King of Spain: Where- 
as it is obſerved among the Iriſb Friars in Spain, 
that a whiſper runs, as if they expected a Re- 
bellion in Ireland. Wherefore his Majeſty 
thought fit to give their Lordſhips this notice, 
that in their wiſdoms they might manage with 
that dexterity and ſecrecy as to diſcover and pre- 


vent ſo pernicious a deſign, and to have a watch- 


ful eye on the proceedings and aQtions of thoſe 
who came thither from abroad, on what pretext 
ſoever. By this it appears, that che clergy and 
well-wiſhers, to the pious cauſe (in Spain) were 
in motion and expectation of a riſing, many 
months before it happened. The wiſdom and 
activity of the Lords Juſtices on the occaſion, 
has before been mentioned—nor can I find in 


hiſtory, any evidences of that ſecrecy and dexte- 


rity, which had been recommended to them, 
It appears alſo from Lord Maguire's narrative, 
that when every proper ſtep had been taken 


here, they ſhould then ſend to the Iriſh i in the 


Low Countries and Spain, to let them know of 


the day and reſolution, ſo that they might be 


over with them, by that day, or ſoon after, 
with ſupply of arms or ammunition, as they 
could. Do not theſe Words imply a precon- 

-  certed 
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certed plan? It is not ſaid they wonld ſend ts 
them for their advice, or to engage them to aſſiſt, 
but only to let them know the day and time, 
that they might come over with arms and am- 
munition. Moore likewiſe told the conſpirators, 
that they were ſoon to be ſupplied by the Iriſb 
beyond ſeas, who were to haye help from either 
Spain or the Pope. The conſpirators do not 
appear, to have had either influence or abilities 
to have engaged theſe powers to ſupport a 
ſcheme merely of their own forming. It is 
therefore likely, that the expected help, and the 
deſtructive plan was procured and contrived by 
the multitudes of Iriſb clergy who were then in 
Spain, and had acceſs to ſeveral of the grandees: 
For they had been long reſtleſs, and greatly am- 
bitious of having the Catholic religion reſtored 
to its ancient dignity in Ireland, as honour and 
riches to them, muſt of courſe follow. And it 
was reſolved by the leaders here, that nothing 
ſhould be done, till they ſhould firſt know what 
help they were to receive from abroad, and that 
no further proceedings ſhould go on, till they 
heard ; as all their hope of relief was from them. 
It was well they had not wiſdom or patience to 
wait for this aſſiſtance.— But ſtill it ſtrengthens 
the preſumption of my argument in this matter. 
But beſide the ſwarm of ſpiritual Locuſts, that 
_ emigrated from Spain on that occaſion, ſeveral 
efficers came hither, under the pretence of 3 

ng 
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ling men for the King of Spain's ſervice. In 


Lord Maguire's narrative, which is to be conſi- 
dered as the teſtimony of a dying man, he ſays, 
—that theſe Colonels and Officers that came 
over, did proffer their ſervice in that act, ana 
ſo would raiſe their men, under colour to con- 
vey them into Spain, and then ſeize on the Caſ- 
tle of Dublin. Colonel Byrne ſaid, that help 
from abroad could not fail them, for that Colo- 
nel O'Neil had arms for ten thouſand meu. He 
faid further, that being in London laſt year, in 
the time of the Scots troubles, he was in confe- 
rence with one of the Spani/h Ambaſſadors, 
then there, and talking of their troubles then on 
foot, he ſaid, that if the 1r;/þ did then riſe, and 
ſend to Spain, their meſſengers would be receiv- 
ed under canopies of gold. At that time, like- 
wiſe, there came into Ireland, one Neil O Neil, 
ſent from Spain, by the Earl of Tyrone, to con- 
ſult with the O' Neils, and others in this kingdom, 
and to let them know that he had treated with 
Cardinal Richlieu the French miniſter, for aſſiſt- 
ance ; that he had prevailed with the Cardinal, 
and was to have arms, ammunition and money, 
and defired them to be in readineſs—which meſ- 
fage, ſays the narrative, did ſet on the proceed- 
ings very much. 


Fon the above particulars and characters of 
the conſpirators, there is a ſtrong Poon 
t 


[ 236 J 
that the black ſcheme was heiched abroad: Still, 


however, it was the ſame evil ſpirit of perſecu- 
tion that contrived and executed both abroad and 
at home: -Roger Moore was the foul of the en- 
terprize; but in juſtice to him we mult obſerve, 
that he intended not the eruelties that followed, 
and that when he could not put a ſtop to the 
maſſacre, he deſerted the cauſe, as was already 
hinted. It is probable that Lord Tyrone and he, 
with the clergy abroad, planned the deſign; and 
Moore, well knowing the characters and circum- 
ſtances of the chief Iriſb Catholics, was but too 
ſucceſsful in forming the conſpiracy. The un- 
derſtandings of the other conſpirators (Colonel 
Plunket excepted) reached no farther than the 
exerciſe of a brutal force, or of every cruelty 
and outrage that could mark the coward and 
aſſaſſin. Sir Phelim O' Neil particularly, ſeemed 
devoid of humanity, honour, and of every ten- 
der feeling: His breach. of all the laws of hoſ- 
pitality, when dining with his old acquaintance: 
and neighbour, Lord Charlemont, to whom he 
had ſent word that he would come and make 
merry with him that day, ſtamp him as the trea- 
cherous villain, and as the diſgrace of human 
nature itſelf; he brought a large company with 
him, to partake, as he ſaid, of my Lord's good 
cheer, and at the cloſe of the entertainment, 
baſely ſeized his Lordſhip and family, as did 
his followers the ſoldiers who were making mer- | 


ry 
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ry in the fort. My Lord was committed to pri- 
ſon, and was afterwards ſhot by his orders. 
Bad news always threw him into a fury that 
terrified the witneſſes to it: In one of theſe fits, 
he ordered Mr. Blayney, Knight of the Shire of 
Monaghan, to be hanged in his own garden: At 
another time, ordered all his priſoners to be but- 
chered in colil blood; and once gave directions 


for all the Engliſh and Scots within three pariſhes 


to be killed. It is obſervable, that after his de- 
feat by the King's forces, he was taken in an 
land in the North, by Lord Charlemant's ſon, 
who, by this ſpirited action, juſtly revenged the 
{ad death of his father. Sir Phelim was execut- 
ed in Dublin: Truth, ſurely, came from him 
at that awſul hour, for he ſaid, his many crimes 
preſſed his conſcience very much. The mean- 
neſs of his genius, and baſeneſs of his ſoul were 
evidenced at Armagh, where he ordered a hun- 
dred people to be murdered, burnt the town, 
and the ancient Cathedral, dedicated to St. Pa- 
trick, a name then revered by all Iriſhmen. 
Nay, the very cattle belonging to the Engliſb 
were tortured by lingering deaths. Tirlagh 


O'Neil was his brother, both by nature and bar-. 


bariſm, but if poſſible more cruel. Melancholy 
and amazing that ſuch monſters ſhould have ever 
exiſted in the human ſhape! In the Tyrane re- 
bellion, Dundalk had been a frontier town, and 
in 1641 was ſo well defended, that the Ii 
could 
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could not take it till the place was ſurrendered 
for want of ammunition: When Sir Faithful 
Forteſcue, who was then defending Drogheda, 
heard that Dundalk had furrendered, he applied 
to the Lords Juſtices, for a reinforcement to 
maintain the place, but being diſappointed, he 
wiſely gave up his government, and wrote to 
his friends, that he was ready to facrifice his life 
in defence of the town, but did not care to ſa- 
crifice his reputation, or to ſtarve in it. But it 
is time to look into the more immediate cauſes 
and motives to this rebellion, which I can but 
very briefly mention: Perhaps a more favoura- 
ble opportunity could not have offered for an 
inſurrection; a civil war ready to break out be- 
twixt the King and Eugliſb parliament, greatly 
took off their attention from Iriſh affairs: The 
times wore a turbulent appearance in ſeveral 
countries, particularly France: The King him- 
ſelf was in North Britain amongſt his country- 
men, trying to regain their good will, after he 
had been attempting to thruſt the liturgy down 
their throats, at which he ſaw they made 
wry faces. The Catholics, no doubt, thought 
that a fit time to convince the underſtandings 
of his Engliſh Iriſh ſubjects, by cutting their 
throats for the good of their ſouls, to ſave them 
from hereſy A bleſſed reign this, and happy 
ſubjects! Beſide, an army of eight thouſand 
men had been lately diſbanded, and there were 
but 
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but two thouſand five hundred regular troops 
ſcattered unavailingly in different parts of the 
kingdom. The indolence and weakneſs of the 
Lords Juſtices and Government were then very 
conducive to further their deſigns: Various were 
the cauſes that ſtimulated them to this Rebellion. 
The leading motives were the honour and wel- 
fare of the church, or an eſtabliſhment of the 
Catholic faith, with a reſtoration and recovery 
of their ancient poſſeſſions and civil privileges. 
The Prieſts here had a moſt fertile ſoil to work 
upon; they improved it to the utmoſt by the 
help of their own and the Pope's authority, or 
holding out the rewards of a pious zeal and mar- 
tyrdom for the cauſe. The forfeitures in Ty- 
rone's rebellion, and the ſettlement of fo many 
Proteſtants in their former poſſeflions, had weak- 
ened the Catholic intereſt, ſtrengthened that of 
the Proteſtants, and made a great change in 
property: This not a little raiſed their reſent- 
ment, and revived former prejudices, for they 
looked on their religion and remaining proper- 
ties to be then much endangered. I before men- 
tioned, that theſe forfeitures had never been al- 
lowed as juſt by the [ri/h. To raiſe their hopes 
of ſucceſs, they had juſt ſeen a recent inſtance 
in the Scots, who complained of many grievan- 
ces, and who, by marching a ſtrong army into 
England, had them redreſſed, with a gratifica- 
tion of 300,000]. in money, to keep them _ 

is 
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'This worked deeply in their imaginations, and 
prompted them to attempt a recovery-of their 

former privileges. The clergy were eloquent 
in the cauſe of the church, and urged them on 
by every proper motive, to exert themſelves for 
the honour and reſtoration of the Romiſh reli- 
gion. The common people were abſolutely at 
their command : They believed that the Pope 
held the keys of St. Peter, and could open and 
ſhut the gates of Paradiſe when he thought pro- 
per. To theſe cauſes were joined the influence 
and example of the chief Iriſb nobility. and 
gentry, at ſo fayourable a criſis, and the expec- 
tation of the promiſed aſſiſtance from abroad. 
Other motives might be aſſigned, from a diffe- 
rence in nations and intereſts, but the above, it 
is probabie, were the great leading cauſes to the 
Rebellion of 1641. Had the promiſed aids ar- 
rived; had wiſdom, courage, or diſcipline ta- 
ken place amongſt them; had they made regular 
war, like men, and not like ſavages, the con- 
ſequences might have proved more fatal. The 
common 1i/þ were greatly intent on plunder 
and rapine, and the /icence, or rather command 
to commit murder, was very favourable for this 
purpoſe. . They proceeded in the dreadful work 
without remorſe, and by the wanton cruelties 
they committed, forgot that they were men. 
Their chiefs, beſide the views of mending their 


circumſtances, were animated by revenge, and 
: a religious, 
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_ religious, enthuſiaſtic rage, of all others the 
moſt furious and deſtructive. Theſe bad Coun- 
ſellors plunged them, repeatedly, into ſcenes of 

the moſt complicated guilt and barbariſm, by 
which the Proteſtants were involved in all the 
extremes of human miſery. They ſeemed to 
have no plans of a-national ſettlement, or de- 
ſign to grant terms of an equitable. accommoda- 
tion: They, in truth, appeared to be utter 
ſtrangers to that moderation and humanity ſa 
becoming conquerors, and which are inſeparable 
from true heroiſm. Indeed, had the Proteſtants, 

. inſtead of ſhutting themſelves up in caſtles and 
in their houſes, (which proved but a ſlender de- 
fence) taken the field, and reſolutely defended 
themſelves with the arms they had, much miſ- 
chief, and many murders would have been pre- 
vented. By the poor defence made afterwards 
by Sir Phelim O'Neil, with the whole collected 
ſtrength, againſt A very inferior number of regu- 

lar troops, it was plain they were a mean, cow- 
ardly rabble, without the ſpirit and bravery of 
men. As a proof of what I have aſſerted, re- 
lating to the cauſes of the Rebellion, I ſhall 
give the words of Lord.C. aſile>aven, a Catholic 
Nobleman, of great truth and ſincerity, VIZ. 
„ have been long convinced, that however the 
% circumſtances of this time (meaning the trou- 
a bles in Scotland) gave birth to that Rebellion 
in Ireland, yet the deſign had been laid partly 
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«« at home, but chiefly abroad in foreign parts, 
long before the troubles in England and Scat- 
land began: That the original and great mo- 
5 tive thereof was no other than that fatal one 
* hich for to many hundred years, from Henry 
% II. to the beginning of King James's reign, 
„had been not only the very ſcurce of all the 
dangerous Rebellions in that country, but the 


* very ruin of the people on all ſides for ſo ma- 
% ny ages.” As to King Charles I. encouraging, 


or being privy to · this Rebellion, I can ſee no 


foundation for this charge, which hath ſo often 
been made againſt him, but evidence to the con- 
trary; as appears by the notice ſent to the Lords 
Juſtices the preceding March by his orders, as 
above mentioned. Sir Phelim O'Neil, indeed, 
pretended he ated by a commiſſion from the 


King: In the Fort at Charlemont, where the 


ſcene of his treachery had been acted, he found 
a patent to which the broad teal was annexcd; 
this he cut off, and had it joined to a commiſſion 
he got drawn, in order to give weight to his 
negociations; but at his execution he was offer- 
ed his life and eſtate if he could prove a com- 
miſſion given him by the King, and was told he 
might have a day to conſider oi it, but he own- 
ed the truth, and declared he never had receiv- 
ed any ſuch thing The King, no doubt, gave 
private commiſſions to Lord Glamorgan, a ca- 
lous Catholic, (after the maſſacre) to make 

peace 
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peace with the Rebels, and to raiſe an 1ri/b ar- 

my, to be in readineis to aſſiſt him againit the 
Engliſb parliament. Nay, he wrote a letter to 
Rjnuccini, the Pope's Nuncio in Ireland, in which 
he ſays, Whatever you reſolve on with our 
« dear coufin, Lord Glamorgan, we ſhall think 
e ourſelves obliged to perform. Confide in him. 
It is of great importance that the affair ſhould 


« be kept ſecret. This is the firſt letter we ever 
« wrote to any miniſter of the Pope, hoping 


„that it will not be the laſt, &c. &c. &c.” 
Charles had agreed, underhand, with Glamorgan 
toa ſuſpenſion of Poyning's law, and to take 
away the penal ſtatutes againſt Popery. But 
his declarations to the Engliſh parliament, and 
to the Marquis of Ormond, then Lord Lieute- 
nant, ſo very oppoſite, ſhew the greateſt inſin- 
cerity and diſregard to truth. In treating of 
this Rebellion, impartiality obliges me to men- 
tion the inhuman conduct of Sir Charles Cote, 
on the fide of the Proteſtants, particularly at 
Wicklow, at which place, when the Rebels re- 
tired on his approach, he ordered ſeveral of the 
inhabitants to be niaſſ cred, (by way of revenge) 
without regard to age or ſex. What baſeneſs 
and cruelty was this? He likewt'e committed 
ſeveral cruelties and pillaged Clantar#, which 
cauſed the Rebels at Swwrds, in return, to do 
great miſchief at Santry and in Frnplals. Cote, 
when he went to the re'ief of thoſe places, be- 
M2 - mg 
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ing devoid of humanity, burnt the very hęuſes 
in which the Rebels had been quartered. Such 
actions are the reproach and diſgrace of human 
nature, no matter on which ſide they were prac- 
tiſed. How unlike to the war of civilized na- 
tions! The conduct likewiſe, and orders of the 
Lords Juſtices, mark them as weak and inhuman. 
When the force of the Rebels was much bro- 
ken, they ordered the Lieutenant General to 
march with the army, not only to kill and de- 
ſtroy the Rebels and their adherents, but to 
burn, waſte, conſume, and demoliſh all the pla- 
ces, towns and houſes, Where they had been 
relieved and harboured, with all the corn and 
bay there, and to kill all the male inhabitants 
capable to bear arms. What barbariſin was 
this? It reſembled an Indian war. Their inhu- 
- manity, in making uſe of the rack to the inſur- 
gents whom they had priſoners, (ſo contrary to 

law) cannot in juſtice be ſuppreſſed. This, 
perhaps, was done to extort confaſſions, in or- 
der to increaſe the number of forfeitures. Co- 
lonel Macmabon was put to it without any new 
intelligence being g gained. Lord Gormanſtoaun, 
who had been aGive i in putting a ſtop to the 
Rebellion, (though he at firſt joined in it con- 
trary to his engagement to Government) was ſo 
affected by the ſeverity of thoſe in power, that 
he died of grief ſoon after. It is grievous to 


have ſuch things to relate, done in defence of 
: the 
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the Proteſtant cauſe, even in times of ſuch dan- 
ger and barbariſm. Nothing can be offered as 
a juſt apology for ſuch proceedings, ſo contrary 
to the mild genius of our religion ; but what 
could be expected from ſuch men, intruſted to 
govern a diſtracted kingdom? Sir William Far- 
ſons, one of the Lords Juſtices, could juſt. read 
and wwrite, and farther faith not, as 10 his know- 
ledge. Several other aQtors appeared in theſe 
turbulent times: The bare mention of them is 
almoſt all. I can do in this letter, though many 
intereſting particulars are connected with their 
characters. The Earl of Antrim, originally of 
the clan of Mac.lonnell in the Highlands of Scot- 
land, was vain and aſpiring, without parts or 
courage: Being a bigotted Catholic, he kept up 
a. correſpondence with the Iriſb, and boaſted to 
the King that he could aſſiſt him with 10, oo 
men againſt the parliament: By this, he was 
made a Marquis, and General of Mer; but 
was after turned out and deſpiſed, both for his 
ineffeQual ſervices, and treachery to Lord Inchi- 
guin and the Marquis of Ormond. Lord Clan- 
rickard's loyalty, his bravery in reducing and 
preſerving Galway, received the thanks of the 
Engliſh parliament, and he was made Lord De- 
puty of Ireland. The Marquis of Ormond act- 
ed with great vigilance and integrity. His life 
was one continued ſcene of labour and activity, 
dut his continuing the Lords Juſtices as Gover- 
M 3 nors, 
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nors, after their mal-conduR, and his over- ſight 
at the battle of Rathmines, where 300 of his 
N | _ officers and 1500 men wete taken priſoners, are 
ul | ſome deduction from his public character. The 
Pope's nuncio, had aQed his part ſo beyond na- 
ture, with ſo much violence, treachery and ra- 
pacity, that, by the conſent of all parties, he 
was hiſſed off the ſtage of this kingdom. Af. 
| fairs here, continued in a confuſed, turbulent 
. ſtate, till Cromwell had terminated the civil war 
in England, and in 1649—was made Lord Lieu- 
tenant of this kingdom by the Engliſh parlia- 
ment. He landed, with his army, at Dublin, 
and aſter ſettling the civil and military govern- 
ment, took Drogheda by ſtorm, where an unne« 
ceſſary ſeverity was exerciſed. He garriſoned 
Trim and Dundalk; fat down before Wexford, 
and took it with ſlaughter :—Forced Ro/s, ſur- 
1 prized Carrick, and appeared before Lord Or- 
| -ond's quarters in order of battle. Obliged 
Callan to ſurrender, but exerciſed a needleſs 
« cruelty at Goran. He aſſaulted Kilkenny, 
which was treacherouſly given up, and ſtormed 
Clonmell with great loſs;— Part of his forces 
were defeated at Duncannon, and he was obliged 
to raiſe the ſiege of Waterford. But he after- 
|TF wards took Clonmell—and when peace was eſta- 
„ | bliſhed, returned to England; ſometime after 
_ which, his ſon, Henry Cromwell came over as 
Governor of this kingdom. He was beloved by 
| | all 
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all parties, for his many ſhining qualities, his 
moderation, diſintereſtedneſs and love of juſtice. 
Though he had the government of Ireland, and 
chief command of the army for four years, 
ſuch was his regard to the public welfare, and 
contempt of riches, that when the times chan- 
ged, and he was ordered to reſign his govern- 
ment, he had not money enough faved to carry 
him to England What honour and integrity 
did this evince ? How unlike to modern, avari- 
cious politics, or the corruption and rapacity of 
ſome late chief Governors? (In point of good 
manners, we mult always except the preſent) 
Oliver, the Protector, likewiſe died poor, as to 
worldly acquiſitions, though he had every thing 
in his power, which does great honour to his 
memory. But I can only juſt hint at theſe inte- 
reſting particulars, and muſt leave the enlarge- 
ment, on a period ſo remarkable, to the reader's 
own reflection, hoping, that ſo many occurren- 
ces brought into a narrow compaſs, may prove 
uſeful and entertaining. I would here juſt ob- 
ſerve, that it was owing to the ſame reſtleſs ſpi- 
rit of bigotry and perſecution, that the bold, 
unprecedented deſign of the Gunpowder Plot 
on the 5th of Nowember, in King James I. reign, 
| was concerted and nearly executed. But Provi- 
dence has been the watchful guardian of theſe 
nations, and there is no way of teſtifying the 
fincerity of our gratitude, but by the purity, 
M 4 goodneſs 


[ 248 f 


goodneſs and uſefulneſs of our lives. Let not 
Proteſlants lay the crimes of darker ages at the 
doors of the preſent Catholics, but look upon 
them as brethren, under one common parent, 
baving the ſame great ends of being in view. 
The good ſenſe and moderation of the Roma- 
niſts will, it is hoped, continue, and be ſtrength- 
ened by farther knowledge and experience of 
the bleſſings of a free and legal government. 
They have at preſent the full exerciſe of their- 
religion (an indulgence which no Catholic pow- 
er gives to Proteſtants) and. under ſo mild and 
limited an adminiſtration, it muſt be admitted, 
chat their lives, properties, their civil privileges, 
and the laſting happineſs of their poſterity are 
much more ſecure than under any arbitrary go- 
vernment, ſuch as the Pretender's muſt have 
been, and always would be, under the influence 
of French counſels. Let loyalty, then, con- 
tentment, and a due ſubmiſſion to the laws, 
attended with univerſal benevolence, and the 
ſpirit of liberty reign in the hearts of all his 
Majeſty's ſubjects. When properly united, 
we ſhall be a ſtrong, a flouriſhing, and a happy 
people. At the glorious Revolution the conſti- 
tution was aſcertained, our rights and privile- 
ges rendered unalterable. King William was 
far from being an enemy to Catholics; the tole» 


ration he granted, at that very critical and dan- 


gerous period, Was as great, as he- thought con- 
ſiſtent 
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ſiſtent with the ſafety of the ſtate. Let us nor 
then forget, the great eftabliſher of our liberties, 
even in our mirth. By doing honour to his me- 
mory, on all proper occaſions, we keep alive 
the ſpirit of freedom, and à generous inde- 
pendence- By the wretched politics of our 
days, we are at preſent a divided people the 
Proteſtant part of the kingdom are kept quiet 
by a military reftraint, without: their grievan- 
ces being properly: looked into and redreſſed. 
In all probability, a parliament wilt not ſpee- | 
dily be called: And did ſome of the patriotie 
members, with landlords of ' humanity and con- 
ſiderable property, examine. into the complaints 
of the people, againſt agents, tythe farmers 
and land- jobbers, and redreſs, or propoſe plans 
of accommodation, it would ſureiy for ever 
mark them as the true friends to Ireland and 
the Proteſtant intereſt, - and might leſſen or 
prevent that hurtful emigration to America, 
which in the end, muſt prove greatly deſtruc- 
tive to the public intereſt. The, foregoing 
letters, ſhew the great evil BE” wickedneſs of 
perſecution and oppreſſion: . Freedom is our 
birchright. The rights of conſcience and of 
private judgment, let none hereafter dare to 
infringe. A difference in opinion, attended 
by univerſal charity, makes us look like men, 
and gives, to our religion, the famp of Aince- 
rity and truth. Had this been always the caſe,.. 
RA. tha 


* 


* * 


PACT 


1 
8 
Ly 
_ 
4 
2 
# 
<8 
2 
9 
* * 
I: 
* 
* 
. £4 
F 
4 « 
a * 
RES 
184 
1. 
CE: 
4 [2 
bot” 2%. 
"1X 
of 44 
1 
* 
A 
4 
* 
N 
4 
1 % 
8 
\ ? 
i 
* 
18 
12 
v#, * 
þ © 5 a 
3 j 
' 
© 2 
* 
4 * 
$ < 
Fin 
12 
He 
2 
3 
= 
"* % 
A 
Sad | 
= _ 
ITS 
> i 
tv j 
MRS 
245 
A, 
T8 
gy 
py 
p 
1 
„ 
: 4 
$ 3 G 
ö =, 
8 
F WS 4 
1 
# : 
GEES ; \ 
i 
3 
\ 
4 9 
3 } 
7 
by. 5 
25 p 
. 
WS. ? - 
© + 
+. off 
* 
3 
9 
; , 
1 
"KS 
Gt 3 
34 
e 
e 41 
N 
[1 


N 
0 24 
L 128 
; ITE. 
x * 
3 . 7 " 
ho 2 


Pratt Ao, ye 
n 
3 


2 J * + — 
3 
2 — 


* 


t 250 ] 


che page bf hiſtory would not have been fo 
often ſtained with blood, nor could the fol- 
lowing faiirical remark on human nature itſelf, 
have been made, with ſo much juſtice, viz.— 
That more havock is made in one year, by 
Men on Men, than has been made by all the 
Lyons, Tygers, Panthers, Ounces, Leopards, Hye- 
nas, Elephants, Bears and Wolves, upon their 
ſeveral ſpecies, ſince the beginning of the 
world, though theſe agree ill enough with each 
other. This almoſt makes one think, the 
world to be a great Ship-wreck, and Man's 
motto Sade yourſelf, if you can. Which that 
We may all do, is the ſincere prayer of 
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LETTER XXW. 

To the P E O PI. E. 
Oh that a ſpirit might inflame your breaſts, 
A zeal intrepid, ſuch as fires the brave, 


Who in their country's cauſe, encounter hard 
And conflict dire, ſuſtain gainſt wicked men. 


IL IAD, page 156. 
Friends and Countryme n, Aug 28th 1772: 


d E live under a ä | 


government, the beſt calculated, of any monar- 
chical government in the known world, for the 


honour of the prince and ſafety of the ſubje&ts 


that is, a government in which a ſingle perſon, 
is choſen. and appointed voce poputs, to govern 
by fixed, eſtabliſhed, and known laws, and by 
which laws that ſingle perſon, is as much bound 
as the pooreſt of his ſubjects. That ſingle per- 
- ſon cannot diſpenſe with the ſmalleſt part of any 


law; if he does, he commits treaſon againſt the 


ſtate; and his minifters are liable to ſuffer the 
pains of death, if they adviſe any ac contrary 
to the Jaw or principles of the conſtitution. 


Numberleſs inſtances occur in the hiſtory of theſe 


realms, to cvinee the truth of theſe obſervations; 


— — DN 
FX as — — oa 
7 Irs Er Lay IE 
ri 2 Tay 8 4 
CREE de * 
r 
4 —— 


8 


2 — ay rumen — 
n : a 
3 


— 


3 


+ ©. 
in 4 
« IS] 
4 
EF it : 
1. 
be + 
+ 
A - 
3 
K 
N 
* co” 
1 
ef) 
. 
4 
- 1 
4 7 
LS of l 
. 
TY . 
2 2 4 
7 '©3 
Fi 
wo } 
+> 'v 
* 2 F 
:$ 'Þ 
TIE | 
:Þ 'B 
"4 4 - 
11 
e 
a 
34 
i J Va 
Ci 
. Z 1 a 
l N 19 
7 3 
134 
_ * 
f | 
1 a 1 U 
2 
132141 
gx. oF 
4 5%» 
k 44 : 
L : 
| 25M | 
: CLEY 
1 
.* 
1 
„ 
1 
TJ 
** * 
170 al 
42 
53 11 


* 


— 


4 * 8 


N 1 252 J 
and: the Bill if Rights ſhews, that pur anceſtors . 
endeavoured to prevent, their poſterity from 
overturning the original coiititution ; that con- 
ſtitution which is july the pride of theſe nations, 
and the; admirationy of ſurrounding ſtates: a 
conſtitution, gloriouſly obtained at the expence 
of the.lives and: fortunes of its original ſuppor- 
ters; and will ye, without a- generous ſtruggle 
im ſupport of ſuch bleſſings, refign them to a ſet 
of men, the moſt contemptible, and. moſt cor- 
rupted that ever curſed this kingdom? So pow- 
erful does a commiſſioner of the revenue ow 
appear, (chough he is a menial ſervant to the. 
public,) that merchants and traders worſhip 
him, in as much fear, as the un- enlightened 
Indians do the Devil. Conſider the fate of the 
Carthaginian republic, for it is applicable to 
your own.. When Hannibal the defender of that. 

republic was made Fræ tor, he endeavoured to. 
hinder. the. magiſtrates, (viz. the guardians..and. 
truſtees of the people,) from plundering. the re · 
public,, and oppreſſing the citizens; with heavy 
taxes 3 the magiſtrates complained of him to the 
Romans, who were waiting: for: a favourable op- 
Pportunity. to render. Carthage a. dependant colo- 
ny. Wretches!: that would fain be citizens 
without a city, and exiſt in the form of men 


without: freedom. Nome wiſely made proper 


uſe: of the corruption of the Carthaginian ma- 


ate, and inſiſted on at three hundred 
| of - 
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e their principal citizens as n ind hen 4 


the obliged the infatuated Carthaginians to ſur- 
render thei arms, Your magiſtrates, and thoſe - 
that ought to be your . guardians, are copying 
the —_ of the Carthaginians. The Lord 
Mayor of the : metropolis, that- man 0 lately 
preſumed. to ſollicit the votes of the citizens of 
Dublin, meanly ſubmitted to the dictates of a 
Viceroy, and by falſe. ſuggeſtions cajoled his ho— 
neſt fellow · citizens, into the: abſurd proſtitution 
of the: city. honours. to Sir Joſeph Kore Fhere 


were ſomę. hopes thatꝭ che: chief ma giſtrate of the 


metropolis vo , have kept himfelf free from 
the preſent rapid contagion of corruption: T 
need not be ſurprized if at Michaelmas aſſembly, 
he propoſes the freedom: of the city in a ſilver 
box for Sneyd; a publican near. Ballybongh bridge, 
the choice companion of his: Lordſhip's many:. . 
beavy. hours. 


Your predeceſivrs always held virtue as their 
firſt principle and rule. of life, and of courſe 
performed. actions and: withſtood. temptations, 
at which the nar ro: minds of the preſent gene 
ration are. aſtoniſhed that virtue; conſiſted in 
an inflexible: love and reſpect fore the laws and: 
oonſtitution of. this country, ſack a love required 
an in variable. preference of the public to private 
intereſt, which 1s the ſource of all private vir- 
ves, for prac virtues are nothing more than 

this 
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this preference: grievances are ſeldom taken in- 
ts mature deliberation, until they become inſup- 
portable then, when it is too late, redreſs is 
looked for; and indeed ſuch is the nature of the 
majority of men, that they are apt to loſe 
ſight of that grand object, until they are com- 
pelled to recollect themſelves, by ſome awful 
viſitation z. it is the duty of thoſe who are en- 
truſted with the intereſts of the people, to take 
ſeaſonable meaſures to diminiſh, if not wholly 
prevent thoſe evils, to which they ſee their 
country and poſterity expoſed.” There is not 
an honeft and conſiderate 1rifÞnen, who is not 
juſtly alarmed for the melancholy confequences, 
that muſt neceſſarily reſult, from the preſent 
plan of adminiſtration. The preſent moſt deſ- 
picable light in which Great-Britain appears, 
ariſes from the perfidy of its repreſentatives, 
who blindly follow the dictates of the miniſter; 
deſpiſed and inſulted by every nat ion; braved 
by the Spaniards and duped by the French, they 
are funk into ſuch a lethargic ſtate, that ſhould 
the Hollanders again burn the ſhips at Chatham, 
it would ſcarcely rouze them. The criſis of 
affairs is now ſo materially formed, that YOU 
have only #49 paths to chuſe ; one leads to hon- 
our and. liberty, the other to flavery and ever- 
laſting infamy. Let the ſpirit of your anceſtors 
glow within your boſoms, and by timely. exam- 
ples, deter future adminiſtrations and your own 
repreſentatives, 
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repreſentatives, from carrying into execution 

the remnants of the preſent ſyſtem of tyranny. 
The aggregate body of BritifÞ freeholders feet 
for your diftreſs, even amidſt their own: if their 
wich could relieve you, ye have it: each chief 
Governor's firſt ſpeech to the fiſh parttament, 
is filled with his Majeffy's love to his faithful 
irifþ ſubjects; if that love conſiſts in oppreſſions 
and extortions, in forming uſeleſs employments 

or granting penſions, we are certainly much 
beloved — vue are a chyſen people—it is ſcarcely 
poſſible for his Majeſiy to ihew his love more 
abundantly—ic flows from his royal breaſt in a 
torrent: though an Iriſbman mast eee 
quire Mens ubi materna ff * | 


Er is a ſure ſign of a bad cauſe, When Lord 
Townſhend cannot find a proſtituted pen of genius 
to gloſs over his miſconduct and the viHainy of 
his fupporters. The writings of the three 
wretched ſcribblers on his ſide, have nothing to 
recommend them to public notice; Courtney at- 
tacks the character of Doctor Lucas, to pleaſe. 
the envenomed heart of his employer; MAN 
REVENGE! to traduce the character of the 
dead; whilſt Lucas lived, that hireling dare not 
do it: Lucas drew his picture, and the public 
are in poſſeſſion of it; Dennis, Marlay, and 
Simcox cajole their bacchanalian patron, by 
blaſpneming and ridiculing religion, by abuſing 
the 
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che moſt reſpectable characters, nick Sriving to 
reduce them to their own ſtandard. In their 
pitiful writings, they keep wide from truth: it 
is not to the public they write; it is only from 
Wag ſtaſte to Wag ſtaſfe, and they echo back 
their own converſation at their patron's table. 


Truth and a clear undiſguiſed expoſition of facts, 


are ſuch neceſſary ingredients in the compoſition 


of public writings, that where they are wanting; 


all writing muſt be deſpiſed and paſs eee 
by. Toa long have. ye: zeſigned your under- 
ſtandings: to: fools: and. Anaves; reaſſume your 
right of judging and:your inherent- privilege of 


demanding.redrefs,. and if your datitul prayers 


are rejected, the power (the legal right) of re. 
lieving yourſelves, remains with you.. You ſee: 
a ſet of men eſtabliſhing themſelves, at your: 
expence, in offices and employments, as uſeleſs 
as oppreſſive, running every length of inſolence 
and oppreſſion ;;. treacherouſly counteraQting eve- 
ry principle they. formerly profeſſed; juſt as it 
ſerves their, own' ambition; .contuming:the little 
remains of Ir iſb wealth and liberty in ſupport 
of their own'tranſitary. emoluments. If ye ſub- 
mit to the illegal appointment. of commiſſioner. 
Berresford, as taſter. of wines, with a falary of 
1000. and: the fees claimed in . conſequence 


| thereof, ye will feel a heavy tax on trade, exclu- 


five of numerous delays i in tranſacting mercan- 


the. n the Ftitivens of Dublin ſtemmed 
the 


. (257 J 
the torrent of the wretched Allen's ambition 
in that employment: ſurely the ſame virtue 
and citizens ſtill exiſt. As for BRUT US, 


he is ſo ſenſibly touched with the calamities and 
grievances of his country, and convinced of che 


ſpeedy abolition of its trade and liberties; that 


he would gladly (if he can alienate his landed 
property) join theerngrants, and withdraw from 
this infected iſle, where the contagion of cor- 


ruption is become too malignant to cure. Each 


ſeſſion ſome new grievance is added, and ſome 
new apaſtate ſwells the liſt of II RONES and 
SHANNONS; ſome new impoſition om, and 
additional inſults to you: it is needleſs to repeat 
the names of your enemies, you know them all; 
their conduct will hand down their iniamy to 
poſterity; it is painful to an hiftorian, to ſtain 
his paper or diſgrace. his pen, by writing the 
names of Allen, Birch, Majon, Waller, Under- 
wood, or. ſuch contemptible beings: ambition in 
idlenefs;: meannefs mixed with pride; a deſire 
of accumulating riches by every means, how- 
ever diſboneſt; a fixed averſion to honour and 
truth; flattery, perfidy, violation of civil and 
religious duties, and a perpetual ridicule caſt 


upon virtue, are their characteriſtics. When 


the common people adopt generous and good 
maxims, they adhere more religiouſly and ſtea- 
dy to them, than that rank of men, called 
gentlemen: The majority of your . magiſtrates 
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and repreſentatives, reſemble the Sawages of 
Louifianaz who, when they want to gather the 
fruit, cut the tree at the root. Diſgrace and 
contempt, in the opinion of honeſt men, are 
equivalent to heavy corporal puniſhments, for 
they invade the delinquent on every ſide; his 
guilty thoughts and ſleepleſs hours conſume his 
body, and conſcience racks his tainted. mind; 
his mean ſoul grows vain of the pomp attending 
his ſervitude, and he i imagines that, the motive 
which induces him to unite with the enemies of 


his country, exempts him from bis duty to the 
public, 


Wren any government is arrived to that de- 
gree of corruption as to be incapable of reform- 
ing itſelf, it ought to be new modelled, and the 
corrupted limbs laid aſide : Te may perceive an 
unremitting ſyſtem of conſpiracy againſt you. 
The æra of the next ſeſſions will de marked by 
exorbitant loans; lowering the interett of money: 
additional penſions; and in all probability, a 
foundation laid for a land tax, ſtamp act, or uni- 
en. Theſe are not wain ſurmiſes; they are 
founded on authentic information. Nothing but 
the dread of juſt reſentment from an injured 


nation can prevent the execution of theſe plans, 


as the majority of your repreſentatives are join- 
ed in the conſpiracy. If ye find them ready to 


ſeal all former arts of tyranny, by fupporting 


adminiſtration 
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adminiſtration in executing ſuch a plan you will 


not commit a criininal action in exterminating 
the abettors: Self preſervation is the firſt law in 
nature; when that era arrives, be attentive to 
your own welfare: Sleep not when the enemy 
is at your door. There are ſome honeſt men in 
parliament who will give you the alarm, and 
mark the time intended for thoſe aQs; a mo- 
ment then loft is ſcarcely to be regained. Can 
ye have faith in a parliament that favoured Mr. 
Conolly, by paſſing his riot- act? They betrayed 
their truſt moſt notoricuſly by that cowardly 
ſubmiſſion to the will of a deſpotic tyrant. 
Though the ſpirited juries of the county of 
Dublin have ſhewn a juſt indignation at the 
infringement of the conſtitution, yet the prece- 
dent remains; which, no doubt, upon a pro- 


per motion by ſome worthy member, will be 


repealed next ſeſſion. The abſurdity of the 
act, the dangerous tendency of fuch innova- 
tions are now univerſally allowed; none can 
oppoſe the repeal, buf thoſe who are tinctured 
with the cowardly ſpirit of a Conoly, or a 


Cary. It is to be wiſhed, that when thoſe. 


Derry heroes are next ſeized with a fit of terror, 


they will decently withdraw from the Houſe of 


Commons, where none but any countenances 
mould ſhew themſelves; ſhould they want 
ſupporters to carry them out, let them call on 


' thoſe valiant knights, Sir AUTHOR. Brooke,. 


and 
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_ and Sir ARCHY Acheſon—fit companions for 
their proweſs; not forgetting to get Mr. Conolly 
2 bottle of genuine Madeira to revive. his droop- 
ing ſpirits. In repealing that act it ſhould be 
declared, that the cauſe of repealing aroſe from 
the conſideration of its being an unconſtitution- 
al law, repugnant to Magna Charta, and ſub- 
verſive of trials by juries*. 


Pows x ſhould be a check upon power. The 
great advantage ye derive above all other na- 
tions, is the mode of chooſing your repreſenta- 
tives: They are not to be choſen ſolely on ac- 
count of their fortune, or. family connections; 
they ought to be men whoſe life and morals, 
whoſe integrity and conduct have been irre- 
proachable in every ſphere of life, and who 
have capacity, united with courage, to diſcuſs 
public affairs. If your repreſentatives: neglect 
to bring delinquents to juſtice, you will be redu- 
ced to as wreiched a ſtate as the Cretan and 
Spartan nations, wherein the Coſmi and Ephiri 
were above the laws, and not ſubject to anſwer 
for their criminal conduct in the adminiſtration 
of affairs. What a contemptible figure the 
Commons of Ireland muſt make, if, in the en- 
ſuing. ſeſſions, they fuffer the wretched Jerry 


® In the ſame manner, as it was maved by Lerd Cha- 
tham to repeal the American Stamp Act, vis, on account 


its wnconſtututional principles, 
2 Dyſon' s- 
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Dyfon's penſion to be charged in the national 
accounts; or the ſalaries of the new board of 
commiſſioners to be charged as part of the eſta- 
bliſhment; or ſuffer the feur new Surveyors 
General to eſcape the juſt cenſure of parliament. 
The public were in poſſeſſion of the lifts, con- 
taining the names of thoſe members who voted 
for and againſt the board of Exciſe: But leſt the 
generality of people might forget the members 
names, they fhall be re- printed a few days be- 
fore the ſeſſions. On theſe queſtions the apoſtate 
Shannon brought up the halt, the lame, and the 
And from the ſouthern parts, in order, as he 
declared, to oppoſe that uſeleſs crew of proſti- 
tutes. Brutus informed ye of his intended apoſ- 
tacy, in a letter addreſſed to the Duke of Lein- 
er. In a few weeks afterwards, Lord Shannon 
realized the information. It is to be hoped, by 
your ſpirit, that things will mend, and not 
oblige you to follow the advice of Hamlet 


«© Let us take arms againſt this ſea of troubles, 
An by oppofing, end them 


BRUTUS. 
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L E TT E R Mv. 
To te P E O PL E. 


- —— Quocirca vivite fortes 
Fortiaque adverſis opponite pectora rebus. 


3 pi - Wherefore keep up your ſpirits, 
oy gallanth oppoſe this adverſe courſe of aff airs. 


Auguſt 31, 4772. 
* HOUGH private letiers, 


a the Engliſb papers announce the ſpeedy re- 


cal of the moſt tyrannic, oppreſſive, and pro- 


ſtituted Viceroy, that ever diſpraced the delegated 


dignity of royal Majeſty, in this, or any other 


kingdom, yet that report ſhould not put vou 


off your guard. Had it not been for. Lord 
Townſhend's own miſconduct and obſtinacy of 
remper, the wheels of government would have 
run ſmoothly on; there could not have been an 
oppoſition of any conſequence, had not his 
Excellency ORIGINATED the cauſes of com- 
plaint. By far the majority of parliament, and 
of the whole nation acquieſced with pleaſure in 
the abolition of the offices of Lords Juſtices, 


for thoſe offices were become hereditary, and 


made ſome of the holders of them arrogant and 
| vain : 
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rain: The merits of that abolition compoſe the 
ſummum bonum of every Mercury: That topic, 
the Merry Andrew, Stephens's Songs, a a Levee- 
begging Adv ertiſement, and the valuable hitory 
or the Princeſs or Clarency, are the only fare 
Mr. Hoey gives his readers. In aboliſhing that 
ofkce, Lord Townſhend acted like the cow that 
gives a good pai! of milk and then kicks it 
down: Tuis ſimile is rather coarſe, but it is 
true. Many vain attempts have been made to 
blazon out the conduct of Lord Townſbend, 
therefore I will fairly ſtate the account between 
his Excellency and the * nation. 


LORD TOWNSHEND his ACCOUNT with 


the IRISH K : 
Debtor, | Creditor. 
AvuDi ALTERAM| Inhis ſola virtus eff, 


PARTEM. | 
Hear THE OTHER | In theſeis his only merit. 
Panty. | 


Proteſt agai'ff. the] OcrENNIAL Law. 
privileges of parliament. 
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Coventry board of 


accounts. - 


. Diſpoſal of ſome liv- 
ings to ungodly men. © 
Prorogation. 4 
Oppreſſion of the we- 
terans at Kilmainham. _ 
The riot act. 


Penfions 10113227 


and Pimps. 
Squandering the pub- 
lic money in purchaſing 
the votes of members 5 


parliament. 


Ob ferud ing the at 


paſſed at his Majeſty's | 


requeſt to make the jud- 
ges commilſions, Quam' 
diu ſe bene geſſerint. 

be augmentation act. 

Breach of the royal 
promiſe in regard to the 
12,000 effective mili 
tary, that ought to re- 
fide here. 

Diſpen/ing with the 
ſpirit of ps abſentee 


SR. - 
Sinking the guarte- 


REFUSING To $SU»- 


PORT MAR. BERkRES- 


FORD IN HIS PRE- 
TENSION TO SUC- 
CEED MR. Ponso0Nn- 
BY IN THE Chalk.” 
SoukE ASSISTANCE 
ro THE Linen 
TRADE. 


—_ — 


rage bill, 


Supporting 


fe 


Ne 
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Fuß port ing the Pope- | 
ry acts. 
 Appointing four uſe- 
lefs Surveyors General. 
Preventing, or at 
172 not recommending 
the return of Howard 
and Grier's Hill. 
Diſcouraring trade, 
by E poly . the Black 
Rock. : 
Diſgracing the repre- 
[Boa wa of Majeſty, by 
herding with the diſſo- 
lute and abandoned, to 
the encouragement of 
vice and immorality. 


By appointing men, | 2 


ſcarcely one degree above 
| Idiots, to ſeats at the 
Privy Council Board. © 

By appointing men 
to the important truſt of 
High Sheriffs, who 
want capacity, honeſty | 
and virtue, to execute 
that truſt. The preſent ; 
worthy High Sherif” of 
the county of Dublin is 
an accidental failure in 
that appointment. 

And laſtly, by groſsly 
and falſely miſrepre- 
ſenting the while Iriſh. 
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nation. 
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a cauſe and in ſo laudable a deſign, he cannot 
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Ir i is to be hoped that Lord 7 ben * 


ceſſor will fill that mighty blank, without adding 


the land tax, lowering the intereſt of money, ad- 
ding more penſions, ftamp-a& or the union to 
the other fide. All Kings, Viceroys and ſubordi- 


nate Magiſtrates are alike to BROT US; if he 
does not approve their conduct, it ariſes from 


his humble opinion, that their conduct is blame- 


able; at the ſame time he is ever open to con- 
viction. Ife Lord Townſhend or any: other ma- 


giſtrate can: prove by fair argument, that their 


actions are juſt and equitable, and tend to the 
advantage of his country, he will be one of 
their warmeſt advocates; but he. cannot proſti- 


tute his pen in favour of falſehood, nor praiſe 
thoſe men who have blemiſhed the honour of the 
Iriſh nation, and who have preferred their pri- 
vate gain to a whole nation's welfare; he ſhall 
in all ſtations, and at all times think it his duty 
to point out the artful repreſentations of. any de- 


linquent's conduct, and to expoſe the machina- 


tions of hireling ſcribblers, who attempt to im- 
poſe upon his countrymen. by their falſe argu- 
ments, miſrepreſentations of facts, and unſup- 
ported ſuggeſtions; he will endeavour to con- 
fute error, and fairly ſtate the criſis of affairs in 
which you are ſo materially concerned ; in ſuch 


but 
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but | think his time and -pen employed for good 
and virtuous purpoſes. f | 


By the diſunion of the common people of 
Foland, that ancient form of government is, 


in all human probability, at the eve of its diſſo- 


lution; it is an old and true ſaying, That u 
% houſe divided againſt itſelf cannot ſtand: 
Such will prove the family-intereſt of Shannon 
and Ponfonby.; had they ſtood firm and united, 
.they would have proved powerful and reſpected; 
while You remain -virtuous, united, watchful, 
and ready to oppoſe your oppreſſors with manly 


.reſentment, YOU may -regain the ground you 
have loſt under the preſent abſurd adminiſtration. - 


Many are the engines that are daily working to 
divide You, they are endeavouring to inveigle 


the virtuous Commons of the metropolis, as 


they have already inveigled the majority of the 
drowſy fraternity of Aldermen; they are con- 
ſtantly repreſenting virtue, as a u/eleſs appen- 
dage to the human frame; they copy the Emiſ- 
ſaries of the Romiſb Pontiffs and Prieſts, who 
indiſcriminately abuſe all religions, and when 
they have alienated the minds of their infatuated 
hearers from every ſyſtem of religion, they art- 
fully hold forth their ew religion as the only 


road to ſalvation. It is a misfortune attending 


the caprice of human nature, that ſome men 


are educated out of their ſphere, or thrown into 
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a ſcene of life, no way adapted to their mental 


qualities or natural abilities. View our navy, 
our army, our courts of juſtice, where Baron 


Power preſides; exanine the public offices; 


the two Boards of Commiſſioners; thoſe maſters 
of arithmetic the Board of no Accounts, and 


laſtly both Houſes of Parliament; what an in- 


coherent medley of Beings preſent themſelves to 


your view? I do not include @!/ the members 
of thoſe offices, I ſpeak of the majority only. 


'You will ſee raw and unexperienced boys, 


commanders over the army and in the navy; 


the courts of juſtice filled with the refuſe of 
crafty parliamentary Lawyers; the public offices 
entruſted to the menial ſervants of Viceroys or 
Lords Juſtices zt the Commiſſioners of Exciſe and 
Cuſtoms, the majority of which Boards are the 
port of nature in its diſtribution of ſenſe, hon- 
our, or abilities; the Board of Accounts are 
indeed well adapted to places, where ſucking 
babes could not err, and both Houſes of Par- 
liament are diſhonoured with many members, 
who in the days of our anceſtors would be 
thought well rewarded for their tranſcendant 
merit in being appointed zop/ſmen: This picture 
may be counted ſevere, but that will not leſſen 
the juſtneſs of its colouring. I would adviſe 


Tze conduct F this WISE Fudge was the else 77 


Dee G. 
thoſe 
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thoſe men and their abettors to attend to the ſage- 
advice of Lord Bacon, to bewware how they ne- 
« olet or ſuffer matters of trouble to be prepared, = 
« for no man can forbid the ſparks that may ſet = 
« all on fire; when ſuch men pretend to act 4 
upon diſintereſted love to their country, they 
remind us of thoſe aſſaſſins, who made the hole 
in Cz/ar's heart, at the fame time they were 
crying out Long live Cæ ſar, all hail Ceſar!” 
View Malone with the medal dangling at his 
breaſt, the memento of his conduct on the 17th of 
December, 1753; examine his conduct in the 
ſucceeding ſeſſions; ſee him, one ſeſſions oppo- 
ling the previous conſent, and the next will ex- 
hibit him aſſiſting in altering the old mode of 
trials by JURIES. 


Which of the ſides to range him _ 
So verſed in both we cannot tell. 


An attentive perſon may perceive the groſſeſt 
perverſion of truth and learning, by attending. 
to the parliamentary ſpeeches of a M———e, 
a 7 . or a H n; they will fee 


thoſe men contend for opinions which they know - 
to be falſe, and attempt to impoſe them upon 
the ignorant part of their audience, although 
they are convinced, they are incapable of be- 
ing aſcertained: Such a conduct muſt be allowed 
a. total defection of the mind from wiſdom, vin- 
N 3 tue 


. 258. 


tue and truth, and it manifeſts the Wings 
of the owner's heart, and a cool and ſettled diſ- 
poſition to confound all things, virtue and vice, 
rigbi and wrong, truth and falſbood: men of 
this degenerate caſt of mind (aided by. a Viceroy, . 
whoſe toul is congenial with their own) break 
through all order and decency, and ſet at nought 
all civil and religious duties, when. their. own 
pecuniary or ambitious intereſts are concerned. 
1 hold out the above three great Senators, as they 
are confeſſedly poſſeſſed of great and ſhining, 
but, alas! perverted abilities. The minor par- 
liamentary tools are as much beneath the pen of 
BRUT Us, as they are contemptible in your eyes; 
but ſtill they aid, even by their DUMB aſſiſtance, 
the hands of deſpotic power in oppreſſing vou. 
What an advantage has a real patriot over ſuch 
men? His integrity of heart ſets his mind at 
eaſe, and makes it reflect on its proceedings with. 
a heart-felt pleaſure, when the other claſs of 
men can reap no inward ſatisfaction from their 


conduct. 


Periodical papers convey the trueſt pictures of 
the times, they are for your's and poſterity's uſe. 
The Draper's letters ſa ved us from Wood's impo- 
ſition of baſe coin. Lucas, that ever- to-be-la- 
mented, decoafed patriot, rouzed the citizens 
of Dublin from their lethargic ſtate. The Anti- 


Tory Monitor, « one of the. beſt conſtitutional pa- 
pers 


- EF 
gers that ever appeared, upheld the principles 
of the glorious Revolution, under the auſpices 
of that great and worthy patriot,” honeſt Alder- 
man Benjamin Burton; in 1712 and 1713. Num- 


bers of examples occur in hiſtory, where peric- 
dical papers have faved a whole nation from 


deſtruction, and brought delinquents to the 
block. To ſuffer private intereſt or party ſpleen- 


to interfere in the. compoſition of ſuch papers, 
would not only be an-affront to you, the TR 


BUNAL, before whom all ſuch writings are 
freely and impartiaily canvaſſed, but it would 


lower the credit of a writer to that of the com- 


piler of Paris ala maine Gazette: Not party but- 


cool reflection, and facts, not ſurmiſes, ought 


to be the foundation of ſuch writings: An au- 


thor that really intends to ſerve his country by 


his writings, ſhould preſerve his own mind un- 
tainted by unmanly prejudices, and never decide 


from any other motive: SED AMORE PA- 
„ TRLE ET AMORE VERITATIS ;” he that 


is not poſſeſſed of virtue himſelf is apt to form 
falſe opinions and unjuſt notions of the reſt of 
mankind. When we know that ſuch writings” 
are the productions of a hireling pen, the com- 


poſition of a diſſolute and abandoned clergyman, 


can we expect truth or religion in them? Surely 


we cannot expect religion from an Atheiſt, who 


pays no duty to his Creator; nor can we expect 


an ingenuous expoſition of faQts from the pen of 


N44 a hireling 
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2 hireling ſcribbler? You might as well expect 
that the Liffey would backwards roll its muddy 
courſe, that Tyrone's bright Earl would find out 
the Longitude, that Howth's proud fſevereign 
would expound the ſyſtem of eclipfes, that 75, 
dall would ſpeak truth, or that Birch would 
render unto the public the things thar are the 
public's, 


I $SALL conclude, for the preſent, with a 
ſmall alteration of Agamemnon's. prayer to the 
Gogs, adapted to our times; 


0h! that among the Iriſh I'd but ten 
CLuach Senators as FLOOD / 


ExDvzD with pow'rs above art's vain controul, 

. To ſoothe the ſenſe, or harrow up the ſoul, 

To rouſe the genius of a finking land, 

Or launch his thunders with a mighty hand, 

See FLOOD in dreadtul majeſty ariſe, 

Rage on his brow, and terror in his eyes! 

Guilt ſhrinks appall'd; with fear pale Slav'ry's 
| ſtrook, -- e | 

And &en Corruption dreads his piercing look; 

Court-ſlaves and Minions freeze in every pore, 

And thoſe bluſh now who never bluſh'd before. 

x Her 
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Her darling ſon HiBexNnia views with pride, 


And Vir v ſtands with FREEDOM by his fide: 


Fair Fa ME exalts her trump, prepar'd to found 
His well-earnt praiſe through all the earth's vaſt 
bound; 


The Musz nisToRIC tow'rds W 


bdends, 
And o'er his head the laurell d wreath ALE 


OF LOOD But words, but colours are 160 
Wal, 
To ſhew my feelings, or my thoughts to Gadd 
O FLOOD!—HIBERNIAꝰs ſuit do not refuſe, 
Nor. let the. Muſe or Fame their purpoſe loſe. 
Thy country views thee with an aſking eye; 
Thy parent ſues !—canft thou her ſuit deny? 
Still tread the glorious courſe thou haſt begun, 
And ſhew thyſelf 1. country's fav'rite ſon. 
LEWIS. 
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LETTER XXVI; 
To his Excellency Lonp HARCOURT. 


Tu tamen, fi habes aliquam ſpem 80 republica 
five deſperas ea para, meditare, cogita, quæ 
eſſe in eo cive ac viro debent, qui fit republi- 
cam afflctam et oppreſſam miſeris temporibus 
ac perditis moribus in veterem dignitatem ac 
hbertatem-vindicaturus.. | 

| C1CERO..- 


But vou, whether you have any hopes, or uhether 
you deſpair of the' common-wealth, employ, ne- 
vertheleſs all your . faculties and thoughts, as 
becomes a man and'a citizen,. who is defirous to 
vindicate the ancient honour and liberty of the 

| fate, from the corruption and oppreſſions of : 
unhappy times, and degenerate morals. 


My Log). Ber. 21, 1772. 


8 By ſome letters, already ad- 
Jrefſed to your Excellency, you will have ſeen 
how unpopular and deſpiſed your predeceſſor 
rendered: himſelf, by an. adminiſtration, that was 
hateful to the free and independent part of the 

natiom. We juſtly, and' moſt feelingly rejoiced 
> being delivered from the. fangs: of an arbi- 
| : | trary, 
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trary, capricious government, and in having a 
chief Governor placed over us, of unſullied 
honour, to whoſe worth, we, ſhall ever pay 
more reſpect, than to his ſtation z for an Honeſt 
man, is. the nobleſt work of God: A tranſitory 
Viceroy, but the creation of earthly Majeſty. It 
is ſeldom known, my Lord, that a new Gover- 
nor is not acceptable, and often made ſo, by the 
conduct of his predeceſſor: -- At preſent, the 
ſpirit of liberty is thoroughly awake, and rouſed 
in this country. We are greatly—nobly jealous 
of our rights and privileges, ſo, gallantly con- 
tended for, and faithfully tranſmitted down to 
us by our brave. forefathers. Like them, if we 
cannot live free, we are determined to die ſo; 
reſolved not to prove traitors to poſterity. 
Whilſt our religion and liberties, are preſerved 
pure and: unattempted, and our excellent, le- 
gal conſtitution, maintained in its native, im- 
proved ſtrength and mpjeſys we ſhall be found 
amongſt the foremoſt, in loyalty. and affection 
to the King; and in reſpect and gratitude to your 
Excellency ;: from whoſe wiſdom, and diſinteręſt- 
ed virtue, we: expect a truly equitable, and. 
public-ſpirited adminiſtration 3-2, change of men 
and meaſures, ſome abuſes refed, and ſalutary 


„ „„ 


moſt pleaſing and honourable to, yourſelf, and 


exhauſted kingdom to peace, union and proſi 
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perity. By our conduct and lin in fhp-- 
port of freedom and a generous independency, 
your Lordſhip will ſee, that there are few na- 
tions, who better underſtand the foundations of 
civil government, or the true, liberal principles 
of civil and religious liberty. As a writer who 
has throw in his mite; in ſupport of the common 
cauſe, (which was favourably received by the 
public) I ſhall, as conducive to this end, and 
likewiſe from the ſincereſt wiſhes for the honour 
and felicity of your adminiſtration, addreſs your 
Excellency with becoming zefpect and eſteem. 
Moſt of what I ſhall offer to your conſideration, 
hath not been mentioned by other writers, and I 
hope will not be found unworthy your Lordſhip's 
noticr. Our national character, and ſome of 
our grievances, are, now, probably known to 
your Excellency : And it is. likely you:have al- 
ready learned (as much as the time would per 
mit) our pafr hiſtory, our ſtruggles, and the 
ſtate of parties amongſt us. Our political baro- 
neter has had many changes, moſtly for the- 
worſe, generally, foul weather, and little ſun- 
Hine, and before your Lordſhip's arrival, fore- 
doded impending florms and. thander-claps. From 
_theſe, we are at preſent, drin. relieved. But, 
my Lord, it is to be ſuppoſed, that the particu- 
lars, you have as yet been made acquainted with, 
muſt, in courfe, have chiefly come, through 


Bord Townfhend ang. his friends, or from the 
ſervants 
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ſervants of the crown. Your own. <a ſenſe, 
your penetration, and knowledge of the world, 
will ſurely have made you liſten, to ſuch partial, 
ſelß ſb informerswith great caution anddiffidence, 
and to make. proper allowances for-exaggeration, 
and the miſrepreſentipg many facts ant” ocenys- 
rences. It is not improbable, but that our paſt 
complaints, and the generous ſtand we have 
made for our liberties, againft.tyrannical mea- 
ſurgs, have been repreſented, as proceeding”. 
from the ſpirit of faction, or to diſtreſs govern- 
ment, from either diſappointed, or ſelfiſh yiews-- 
This hath been the 2 cant, when the true 
friends of the conſtitution, have manfully ſtept 


forth to ſave it from the moſt imminent dangers. 


But this was not the caſe. Our grievances were 
real, and the conſtitution openly, and repeatedly 
firuck at. As we now wiſh to ſee our nobility 
and gentry, (as formerly) meet like good friends 
at the Caſtle, and that no future chief Gover- 
nor, will be engroſſed, or ruled by a contempti- 
ble, awvaricious, needy junto, and give them his 
confidence, but take in, able, honeſt men from 
every party, and know no diſtinctions, but what 
ſuperior virtue and abilities ſhall give; I ſay, as 
we hope this will be the caſe, your Lordſhip, 
may with eaſe and certainty know, the com- 
plexion of the times, the real ſtate of the coun- 
try, and of parties, from men of noble, diſin- 
tereſted principles, (ſtrangers of late, at court) 
whote 
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whoſe birth, ſtation," and properties, ſet them 
far above mean views, andicompliances, or par- 
tial, falſe information. From theſe you will 
likewiſe know, the different characters and abi- 
lities of the ſervants of the crown, who have 
been ſo active in carrying on the King's b,ỹ]e 
and their own. By this you will be the better 
judge, what courſe to ſteer, on whom to depend, 
for wiſe and upright counſel, and fo: keep clear 
of thoſe rocks, on which ſo many of your de- 
ceived. andi greedy: predeceſſbrs have ſplit, to 
their own diſgrace and danger, as well as to the 
great injury, and unhappineſs: of the kingdom. 
From your Excellencys known integrity. we 
congratulate ourſelves, i in the pleafing proſpect, 
of never again being witneſſes to an huddled-up, 
excluſive government, directed by a low, weak 
cabal, where devouring placemen, of narrow 
principles, ſhall be the chief counſellors and. 
favourites. Partial favours and attachments 
lead not to national proſperity, or the eſteem of 
the people. As Sir William Temple ſays— Ihe 
ſafety and firmneſs of any form of Government, 
depends on the breadth of ite bottom; the broad-- 
er the bottom, the leſs liable to be ſhaken, or 
overthrown. Indeed, the ground upon which 
all wiſe and free governments, do now, or 
ever ſhall ſtand, is, and muſt be, — the conſent, 
the intereſt, and the affection of the people: A 
diſtribution of favours, without terms, to honeſt, 
. . public- 
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public-ſpirited men, who. have nobly ſtood up 
for our rights, or whoſe loyal anceſtors, were 
the unſhaken friends to the rewluion, and the 
Hanover ſucceſſion, would do great honour to 
zur adminiſtration ;- it would not only _ ſhew 
your Lordſhip's impartiality, but alſo, that you 
had no deſigns to carry into execution, that will 
be exceptionable.: Many of the: placemen and 
penſioners: who are now a diſgrace, or bur- 
then to this country, are at the ſame time, ſtand- 
ing memorials, either of the: want” of diſcern- 
ment, or virtue, or of the corruption of ſome 
of your predeceſſors. The great officers of 
ſtate, and ſervants of the crown, here, are not, 
my Lord, like thoſe in England, generally, men 
of family and landed intereſt, of noble birth, 
or original properties, nor can we ever among 
them, boaſt of. a Chatham or a Camden No 
Several of them. are, but as of yeſterday their 
origin and actions, alike, nean and ſordid: Their: 
names unknown in the annals of fame; them 
ſelves chiefly famous, for apoftacy and corruption. 
We are as yet ſtrangers to the pedigree of ſome 
of them: They are almoſt. ſo themſelves; ey 5 
muſt yet wonder, how they came to be ſo ſud- 
denly and miraculouſly Auel into the fate: ſaid 
apoſtacy, becauſe moſt of them, at their en- 
trance om the ſtage of political life, vanted, and 
bellowed for liberty; drew the moſt diſmal! pic- | 
tures of the miſeries of their country, but loved 
preferment- - 
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preferment much better; for on getting places, 
the dangers vaniſhed, and their eloquence in her 
favour, was heard no more. On the contrary, 

they have preyed on her vitals for ſome years, 
and were always ready to aſſiſt every ſtate cor- 
morant in the deſtructive work. Their being 
apoſtates, my Lord, is a ſufficient reaſon why 
you cannot depend on their adviee and informa- 
tlon, which will ever have a reſpect to their 
own intereſts. You will, therefore, ſee the ne- 
ceſſity to-conciliate- and call in men of ſtation” 
and probity, of yank and independence, The. 
others you are always ſure of, while there are 
any loaves or fiſhes remaining. Intereſt is the 
univerſal Governor, and is almoſt the center of 
gravity in the political world in both kingdoms. 
We are more neceſſitous here, which is ſome ex - 
cuſe ; but there are what may be called pack- 
- horſes for government, who will go through any 
dirty work, and carry any thing for hire. We 
have in Ireland particularly, too many Trojan 
horſes, who carry the enemies of their country 
within them, viz. avarice, corruption, and the 
meaneſt ſelfiſhneſs. During ſome adminiſtrations, 
theſe have fatiened and grown purſie on the 
ſpoils of the nation, at a time when political 
markets were opened for conſcience, and a quick 
ſale went forward. Indeed we muſt look on all 
apoſtates as having ſet themſelves up to the 
bigheſt bidders. Such can never merit the con- 
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fidence of your Excellency. In my lte and 
characters of our Lords Lieutenants, in ſome 
former letters in the old Freeman's Journal, 
your Lordſhip may ſee ſome of theſe men men- 
tioned, and the injury the commerce and cre- 
dit of this kingdom received by ſtate jobbers 

They. will, at leaſt, amuſe your Excellency, 
and acquaint you with ſome important truths, 
not unneceſſary for you to know, but which, 
I ſuſpect, will not otherwiſe be laid before you. 
This leads me to obſerve, that beſides the know- 
ledge you may acquire of our ſtate and ſituation 
from perſons of rank and independence, you 
may be further thoroughly informed of our po- 
litical differences and debates, in the Freeman 
and Hibernian Journals, and in the court Mer- 
cury, from the beginning of Auguſt laſt: The 
former in defence of liberty, the latter abtempt- 
ing to defend what was indefenfible, viz. Lord: 
Townſhend's deſpotic, illegal adminiſtration. In 
this paper, my Lord, you will ſee every thing 
that can be ſaid in his defence by his hired, re- 
verend, and military defenders, or rather, politi- 
cal bullies and incendiaries, on ſome occaſions, 
_ eſpecially when. they attempted. to divide the 
Proteſtant intereſt :. Nay, his Lordſhip himſelf, 
brandiſhed his pen ſometimes in his own defence, 
as he had formerly done his tremendous ſword at 
Quebec. In the other mentioned papers your 
Excellency will ſee every A: againſt the 
late 


0 


L282 89 


lite adminiſtration made good, and ſtanding 
in their full force: You: will ſee how weak and 
inconcluſive their arguments are, and a full, de- 
ciſive victory on the de of. liberty. The moſt 
liberal principles of religion, government, and 
ſound. policy, are laid down in theie debates, 
and if attended to by your Lordſhip, will prove 
faithful monitors in guiding you to fame and fe- 
licity. Should you find it difficult to get theſe 
papers, the writer of this will ſend them to the 
Caitle. Lou will then ſee on what fide truth 
lies, and whether. thoſe. who have a more im- 
mediate acceſs: to your Excellency, have told 
you the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 
the truth. The writers of thoſe letters had no 
view but that of the public welfare, and may 
therefore be depended upon. This being, my 
Lord, as it were, the honey moon of govern- 
ment, you are ſo far happy, as to have acceſs, 
freely, to all parties: Vou can hear with pati- 
ence and impartiality, ſo as to make the juſteſt 
obſervations and concluſions on our ſtate, and 
the part incumbent on greatneſs of mind and 
liberality of ſentiment to act, or, in other words, 
what is becoming a generous, diſintereſted, pa- 
triotic Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. The long 
opportunities you have had, your addreſs, your 
knowledge of the world, the different maneu- 
pres of government and parties you have been 
witneſs to both at home and abroad, will 6 
©) 24 | Mhar- 


[ 23 | 


what I have, from the beſt motives, recom-- 
mended to your Lordſhip) let you into our real 
circumftances, and the different views and cha- 
raters of the men by whom you are ſurround- 
ed, and muſt have recourſe to for advice. 
There is a great deal, my Lord, to be done at 
preſent, and much do we expect from your. 
known worth and abilities. You now ſee only 
our belt fide; at the ſplendid luxurious tables of 
the great, who, perhaps, from vanity, or hopes 
of future favour, entertain your Excellency ; 
the court end of an improved metropolis is pre- 
ſented to your view, and, thus ſituated, Ireland 
muſt appear like the land of promiſe, flowing 
with milk and honey. But, alas! I muſt reverſe 
the picture, and preſent to your Lordſhip ſcenes 
of a different kind! that muſt affect and mend. 
the heart. In this country, particularly, it may 
be ſaid, we have many manſons, ſome of them 
ſo wretched, that it is humbling to ſee human 
creatures crowded into ſuch habitations of mi- 
ſery. In point of real improvements, arts, 
ſciences, and manufactures, we are almoſt be- 
hind every country in Europe of any note: 
Near one third of this kingdom is uninha bited 
and unecultivated; many thouſands of its inha- 
bitants iiving in a ſtate of ignorance and barba- 
rim; or in extreme want, expoſed to hunger 
and nakedneſs, and ſo opprefſed by landlords, 
that potatoes is their chief food, nor can- __ 
8 | ers 
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bers of them even afford milk along with them 
to their miſerable offspring. There are, per- 
haps, my Lord, thirty thouſand people in Ire- 
land without ſhirts, ſhifts, ſhoes and ſtockings ; 
and as many more, in this metropolis, ſtruggling 
with deep poverty, and all its train of accumu- 
lated evils: Yet theſe have hearts faſhioned alike 
with our own by the great common parent, the 
ſame feelings, the ſame love to their children, 
whoſe cries for food are often unavailing: They 
are alſo like ourſelves, rational creatures, 
candidates for immortality, and may, perhaps, 
yet riſe above us in the ſcale of being. O ye 
rich! when wallowing in luxury, and gratify- 
ing your vanity by needleſs ſhew and expence, 
little do ye think, when ſitting down to ſhame- 
fully profuſe, and elegant entertainments, how 
many of your fellow mortals, perhaps, your 
ſuperiors in worth, are groaning under want 
and . oppreſſion to furniſh out your guilty re- 
paſts; or, in ſupport of ſuch criminal exceſſes, 
feeding on the pooreſt, moſt inſipid food, ſcarce- 
ly ſufficient to keep up a wretched being, ſpent 
in ſevere labour and unremitting hardſhips. 
Would not lowering your rents, and retrench- 
ing ſuch guilty ſuperfluities, ſo as to give eaſe 
and comfort to theſe poor creatures, do you 
more honour, and give you more pure and laſt- 
ing pleature, than exhibiting a thouſand ſcenes. 
of ſuch folly and uſeleſs extrayagance, ſo mo 
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ful to health and fortune, as well as true fame, 
in the eyes of the judicious and ſenſible part of 


mankind ? I hope your Lordſhip will pardon 
this digreſſion, 1t being ſo ſuitable to the per- 
verted taſte of the times. Did the great and 
opulent, my Lord, refide, as formerly, on their 
eſtates, they ſurely could not long be witneſſes 


to ſuch wretchedneſs, and would leſſen or pre- 


vent it, by ſuitable employment and encourage- 
ment. By the hurtful faſhion that has lately 
prevailed, (among ſuch as deign to hve in Ire- 
land) of living chiefly, and ſpending their in- 
come in the metropolis, their man/ion houſes and 
noble ſeats are gone, or going to decay: The 


face of the country is changed, they are | ſtran- 


gers to their tenants, as well as to their wants, 
leaving them frequently to the mercy of impe- 


rious, avaricious agents, unfeeling land- job- 


bers, or the cruel circumventors of the poor 
and unproteted. There are too many of this 
iniquitous fraternity 1n this country, and they 
have of late, not a little contributed to diſturb 
its tranquillity. But, beſide the poverty of the 
common people, there are other particulars to 
be laid before your Excellency, as our guardian 


and governor: Our trade and manufactures are 


on the decline; our credit low and precarious z 
an unprecedented, alarming national debt, increa- 


fing in a time of peace, with a formidable, moſt 


expenſive ſtanding army, kept up and aug- 
mented, 
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mented, were ever deemed unfavourable to li- 
berty by the wiſeſt Rates and politicians; a ſcan- 
dalous, overloaded, deſtructive penſion liſt, new- 
ly enlarged, to gratify or pamper men, ſome of 
which had been active in reducing the country 
to its preſent poverty, has given juſt diſcontent 
to the free and virtuous part of the community: 
This fore evil under the ſun, will, doubtleſs, as 
much as poſſible, be remedied by your Lordſhip. 
We had the word of Maje/y itſelf in this mat- 
ter: But Princes are nen, my Lord, and this you 
probably knew before. On a proper enquiry 
and inſpection, you will ſee many abuſes in the 
ſtate to be reCtified, and a police, ſtanding in the 
greateſt want of amendment. You will ſee uſe- 
leſs boards and members, inſtituted and maintain- 

5 ed at great expence to the nation; and ſtrange 
to tell! five ſupernumerary Commiſſioners (for 
corrupt purpoſes) added to the revenue, con- 
trary to the ſenſe and reſolutions of parliament, 
and moſt hateful to the people. You will like- 
wiſe find, my Lord, the liberty of parliament 
itſelf to have been ſtruck at, by diveſting one of 
the moſt. active, upright officers of the revenue 

of his employment, that had been dearly pur- 

chaſed, for no other cauſe but voting according 

. to his conſcience, againſt ſome of the above 
grievances. The reſtoring ſuffering merit his 

place, or property, of which he was baſely 


robbed A your unfeeling predeceſſor, muſt do 
honour 
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honour to the man, who gives happineſs ton 


worthy, injured family, and by-ſo doing, will 
prevent innocent children being ſtript of their 


dependence, by the virtue and worth of their 


parent. Indeed, to do this, would be an act 
worthy of majfeſiy itſelf. The force of truth, 
and feeling, as a man ought, have drawn this 


from me, for I never even ſaw Sir Edward 


Newenham. When I add, that our very liber- 
ties, have been ſtruck at, and wounded through 
the ſides of magna charta itſelf, by the late in- 
famous Riot Act, which is ſuch a thorn in the 
conſtitution, your Excellency will ſee, that the 
evils we complain of, are not imaginary, and 
will, no doubt, interpoſe for our relief. The 
fate of Ireland, my Lord, is ſingularly unhappy, 
and in ſome reſpects, differs almoſt from all 
others. But this is the work of men's hands, for 


in itſelf, it is a country highly favoured by 


Providence, fertile, healthy, and finely ſituated 


for an extenſive commerce. There is not only, 


near a million ſterling yearly ſpent out of the 


kingdom, by men who have eſtates in it, but 


our money is alſo remitted in large ſums, to ſe- 
veral who hold civil employments here, but who 
reſide in England; and ſuch as are held for life, 
the reverſion of them 1s cloſely watched by non- 
reſidenters. Nay, the majority of our beggar- 
ly penſioners, call their iniquitous wages from 
us, and ſeem to think, that. the country which 

_fupports 
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ſupports them, is unworthy of their reſidence. 
I ſhall trot mention our large unneceſſary impor- 
tations, (which give ſuch a balance in trade 
againſt us) in the catalogue of misfortunes, be- 
cauſe this is owing to our own folly, and a 
blindneſs to our true intereſts. But, my Lord, 
all theſe things, falling on a confined, languiſh- 
ing commerce, (with many more that I could 
mention) joined to the high price of lands and 
proviſions, to the ſloth and poverty of ſo many 
of the inhabitants, for want of ſuitable em- 
ployment and encouragement, render our ſitua- 
tion moſt undeſirable. When your Excellen- 
cy conſiders, that hardly any nation upon earth, 
jreland excepted, is legally prevented from ex- 
porting its own manufactures, or turning the 
produce of the ſoil to the beſt advantage, you 
will, it is hoped, chearfully concur and aſſiſt in 
promoting any ſalutary laws that may ſecure 
-our natural rights, and put us on a footing with 
the reſt of Europe. I mean not, an union with 
Great Britain, my Lord, for that would be our 
ruin, as we are at preſent circumſtanced, —on 
this ſubject I may again trouble your Excellen- 
cy. There are ſome other important particu- 
lars, that yet remain to be laid before your 
Lordſhip, which ſhall be done in my next let- 
ter. I ſhall conclude, with juſt obſerving, that 
whatever cultivates trade, employs the poor; 
induſtry and labour increaſe the ſtock of peo- 

1 ple; 


"v1 
ple; the increaſe of a well employed people, 
increaſes money; the riſe of lands will then be 
natural, and cannot well prove hurtful. But 
in our preſent diſtreſſed condition, it is quite 
otherwiſe. This letter ſhall be ſent thro” the 
Poſt-office to your Lordſhip. | 
L am, my Lord, with great reſpeR, 
Your Excellency's moſt humble ſervant, 
HUMPHREY SEARCH. 
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To his Excellency Loe HA RCOU RT. 


Conſilia et prava auth hominitite, 
Et perdunt PR & deridentur turpiter. 
7 PH AD: FAB. 
They who give bad advite to the prudent, not 
only loſe their labour, 1 expoſe themſelves to 
R ; 


My Less, © Dee. 26, 1772. 


6 OMMON place addrefles to 
the great are ſeldom attended to. Tho' theſe 
letters to your Excellency differ from ſuch, yet 
they may, perhaps, meet the ſame fate. I 
ſhall, however, hope the beſt; and will at leaſt 
have the honeſt ſatisfaction of doing my duty. 
My former letter (if read) will have ſhewn your 
Lordſhip many grievances and diſtreſſes, almoſt 
peculiar to this poor country. Our happy na- 
tural ſituation for commerce, and likewiſe our 
preſent diſtreſſed circumſtances, open a large 
field for the public ſpirit and patriotiſm of a 
chief governor, of our nobility, gentry, and 
others, to exert themſelves in. The objects are 

many and important, and tho' they cannot be 
| immediately, 


z ß 


I 291 1- 


immediately, all attended to, as they deſerve, 
yet ſome of them may. Such plans may be 
adopted and diſpoſitions ſhewn, ſuch aſſiſtance 


given and foundations laid for future advantage 


and completion; as ſhall prove the certain means 


of national proſperity. May all parties unite in 


this! It will evidence ſincere love to their 


country; which the many ſtruggles for power 
and preferment, that have ſo long torn it, did 
not, but, on the contrary, were greatly expen- 
five and hurtful to its true intereſts. We have, 


however, my Lord, men amongſt us, who will 
heartily concur in this good work. Men! who 


have lately ſtood firm againſt corruption, and 
ſtopt its torrent. Their worth and abilities 
would do honour to any country. Your Ex- 


cellency, in giving your countenance and aſſiſ- 
tance to, at leaſt, ſome of the particulars I ſhall 


mention, may reſcue us from a long political op- 
preſſion. This would do honour to your admi- 
niſtration, and mark it for diſintereſtedneſs and 
wiſdom 3 — give peace and happineſs to a divi- 
ded people, whoſe trade and welfare have been 
deeply affected by their being ſo. By this the 
memory of your name will be ſweet, and like 


the xzghteous, be had in everlaſting remembrance. 


You will have the hearts, the praiſes, and beſt 
wiſhes of a loyal and grateful people. The 
name of Harcourt will be equal, if not ſuperior, 


to that of a Cheſterfield in Ireland. My Lord, 
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ſuch are our expectations from your imogrity 
and eſtabliſhed charaQer, that we now hope to 
ſee former things dane away, and, almoſt, all 
things become new. No more. ſhall we be the 
aſtoniſhed, alarmed witneſſes, to arbitrary, un- 
timely, hurtful prorogations of parliament, or 


ſenſe of the kingdom. No more of origingting 
money bills in the privy council chamber. No 
more of augmenting a ſtanding army in the time 
of peace, or of repeated government loans, 
which evidence a weak or deſigning adminiſtra- 
tion, cripple the bankers, diſtreſs the merchant, 

and wound commerce. The lowering the in- 
tereſt of money, (which was formerly talked of) 
would have even a worſe effect, on ſuch a coun- 
try as this, and prove greatly hurtful. From 
your Excellency's equity and moderation, we ex- 
pect, that in future, there will be no court in- 
terpoſitions, nor interferings of the ſervants of 
the crown, in the elections for repreſentatives in 
parliament; nor aſter they are elected, any par- 
tial proceedings, againſt ſuch as are ſuppoſed to 
be on the fide of liberty, ſhould diſputes be car- 
ried into the houſe. The influencing members 
of parkament,, and the forcing placemen, indi/- 
criminateꝶ, in certain queſtions, to vote as de- 
fired, is ſo contrary to the right of private 
judgment, and to the ſpirit of the conſtitution, 
hat I am perſuaded your Lordſhip will expect 
no 


[ | 293 ] 


no ſuch mean, vicious compliances. I have 
mentioned this particularly, becauſe I know 
ſome of the crown ſervants, who were obliged 
to give their voices, not only contrary to their 
connexions and country's welfare, but to what 


was much worſe, in a moral ſenſe, viz. their 


conſciences. Indeed all cajolings, cloſetings, 
threatenings and promiſes, on fuch occaſions, are 
illegal, and contrary to freedom of debate and 


choice; therefore will be diſcouraged by your 


Lordſhip. There cannot, ſurely, be an higher 
affront offered to an independent country gen- 
tleman, ſent into parliament by the free ſuffra- 
ges of his conſtituents to repreſent them, than 
to tamper with his honour, or offer him terms 


before the merits of a queſtion come to be 


known. But ſhould his integrity not be money 
proof, and' that he came to ſee things through 
court ſpeFacles, in that caſe, my Lord, he is not 
the fame identical perſon his conſtituents voted 
for; they are not repreſented at all. Their 


member is metamorphoſed; he is not even a free 
agent, but is ated upon, and impelled by mo- 
tives he cannot reſiſt. He has neither eyes nor 


judgment of his own. This is too apparent in 
' moſt of the placemen. They wear their uni- 
forms in principle; and with invariable compla- 
cency, ſee every argument in the ſame. hight 
with their political commanders ; tho” before 
preferment they were the greateſt freethinkers 
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in matters of policy, ſceptics in every ſubject, 
and had the greateſt dread of civil hereſy and 

incroachmènts. Indeed, my Lord, the freedom 
and independence of parliament are, what all 
wiſe and virtuous ſtates ever have been, and 
muſt be jealous of. Next to this, we with to 
| ſee an appointment of high-ſheriffs, that will 
do honour to your Excellency's impartiality and 
diſcernment. Being a ſtranger in this country, 
. you muſt, of courſe, much depend on the re- 

5 of others, but theſe your Lordſhip 

will, no doubt, hear with great caution. That 
you may not be deceived, ſuch. as wiſh well 
to the honour of your government, will, no 

| doubt, furniſh you with the names of the lead- 
ing men of worth and independence, in each 
county, from thoſe you will learn the caſt and 

, complexion of ſuch as have been recommended, 
and on comparing circuniſtances and characters, 

- your Lordſhip's penetration will direct you to 

men of ſenſe, property and unconfined virtue, 
that juſtice may be properly adminiſtered, and 
elections fairly conducted. Tho we ſhall make 
candid allowances for your ſituation, as a ſtran- 
ger, yet be aſſured, my Lord, that the appoint- 
ment of High- ſheriffs will be particularly no- 
ticed throughout, the kingdom. Your Excellen- 
cy will already have 9 e from how many 
different ſources our misfortunes have flowed 


upon us. There is one very expenſive evil, 
whica 


* 
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which the wiſe and virtuous part of the commu- 
nity have long earneſtly wiſhed to ſee remedied, 
that is, the giving penſions to ſuperannuated, in- 
firm, or indolent judges, and civil officers, who- 
reſign, or perhaps, under the roſe, ſell their em- 
ployments. This, my Lord, is a moſt wanton 
abuſe of power. Moſt of theſe judges were 
raiſed to the bench by their abetting court mea- 
ſures, whether god or evil, and ſometimes, for. 
being active in parliament, and giving their 
| votes for meaſures that would, or have, proved 
WU (deftruQtive to the country. Though they have 
ſpoke hoth ill and well on any fide of a queſtion, 
yet it muſt be admitted, that a judge's place was 
more than adequate to the merits of ſeveral who 
have aſcended the bench. Some have fat on it 
with reputation and uſefulneſs many years 
others (and the greater numbef) have been little 1 
more than cyphers. But ſurely, my Lord, when = 
fo well paid, and generally retiring with large 1 
fortunes or eſtates, if unable to do their duty, = 
or inclining to repoſe at the eve of life, what i! 
more hath the public to fay to them? Lord ' 
chief juſtice Caul d, particularly, retired ma- _ | 
ny years ago, well able to do buſineſs, —a man ff 
of ability, but loving money above all things ; | 
and tho' {till receiving his allowance, he hardly 
knows what to do with it, or the reſt of his 
hoarded treaſures. He is the greateſt of idola- 
ters, and worſhips his iroa-bound; confined, gol- 
| ES, a den. 
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den gods, with the higheſt devotion, more than 
twice a day for he almoft prays without ceaſing. 
We have alſo had our York's, Claytor's, and ma- 
ny athers. By this deſtructive utage, the public 

bath to pay almoſt a double ſet of judges, and 
civil officers ; with an unprecedented national 
debt to ſtruggle with. Indeed, it muſt be own- 
£d, that ſome of theſe gentlemen are either per- 
mitted, or made to reſign, in order to make 
way for other troubleſome expectants, who are 
Worn out in the ſervice of corruption, but any 
way, as the ſaying is, the public muſt pay the 
piper. Your Lordſhip will further ſee, how 
unſuitable and burthenſome all finecures muſt 
be to a country drained like this ; and that, un- 
fit, partial appointments to places, of perſons 
who may reſide abroad and not do their duty, 
muſt prove. hurtful. As his Majeſty's ſpeech 
from the throne breathes good neighbourhood 
and peace, we flatter ourſelves: that it was re- 


ſerved for your Excellency to cultivate the arts 


of it more fully amongſt us than any of your 
predeceſſors :. And that ſciences and philoſophy 


will advance towards perfection; that genius 
and merit will be rewarded; that commerce, 
agriculture and manufactures will be encouraged 


and enlarged; liberty, civil and religious, main- 


tained and protected; and that proteſtants, of 


every denomination, may be inſeparably united, 


and vie with each other in loyalty, virtue, and 


a be · 
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a becoming zeal for their country's welfare. TO 
a people like us, my. Lord, jealous and vigilant . 
of our rights, but ſtruggling under difficulties, 
ſome indulgence, and a particular attention will 
be neceſſary. As was obſerved, we have ſeve- 
ral natural advantages, and our ſituation for 
commerce is. moſt defirable. There happily pre- 
vails, at preſent, a reſolved, active ſpirit, in 
carrying on our inland navigation; and the 
progreſs already made throughout the kingdom, ; 
promiſes future riches. We have coal mines in 
Ireland, if properly worked and attended to, 
would ſupply us fully, without paying 150, oo00l. 
yearly for that article : A parliamentary en- 
eouragement for the effectual working thoſe 
mines, would be of the moſt important ſervice : 
A very few years ſaving of what we pay in uſe- 
tels penſions would effect this great and valua- 
ble work. A moſt ſucceſsful, profitable fiſhery 
might be carried on by a ſmall public encou-. 
ragement, under ſkilful, active directors, that 
might prove a ſource of great national wealth, 
and employ vaſt numbers of our poor. There 
are few countries better ſituated for ſuch an en- 
terprize. | Rape and linſeed oil might, with-in- - 
duſtry, be ſupplied from ourſelves, and would 
be a conſiderable faving ; as would a bempen 
manufattory, if carried on with ſpirit. It is ama- 
zing to ſee how long we have neglected ſo uſe- ; 
ful an 7 Many of the arts, my 


O 5 4 | Lord,. 


f 0 1 


Lord, fo forward in England, are here but in: 
their infancy : We have had ſome ſucceſs. in: 
making bottles; but what ſhould prevent our 
making earthen aware, for our own uſe at leaſt? 
And did the ſpirit of induſtry, animate us pro- 
perly, we ſhould have had a conſiderable. hard. 
ware manuſactory eſtabliſhed long ſince. But 
we are fond of going and ſending abroad, almoſt 
for every thing, which makes ſome of our 
neighbours ſo fond of us, or of our money ; 3 for: 
we even (ſhameſul to tell) import 1 into this ln 
of potatoes, large quantities of that necgſſary of 
life] In this Aingdam. Indeed, were. agriculture 
properly encouraged, and the lands cultivated, 
we, ſhould have grain enough to ſpare for diſtil- 
ling into ſpirits, and prevent, in a great meaſure, 
the vaſt importation of brandy, rum, and gene- 
va, into Ireland, which throws. the balance of 
trade, ſo much againſt us. But, my Lord, hard- 
* any thing cou'd do. us more Immediate. ſer- 
vice, than the laying a duty on Henchgwines, 
Part ticularly claret, equal to a probibition. 11 E. his 
laſt is the / inking fund; not only. of our money, 
but of. IF: health, morals, for tu ne, time, and in- 
duftry.ot \the. people,” particularly the, Fading 
part; who differ. {rom thoſe; of the ſame claſs. in 
every countrx. in , Europe, in their | eXpences and 
gratifications this Ay. #, young: PEG ant. hant here, 
beginnin on a lock of 500l. or els, gives cla- 
ret to bis friends. and bogen and will ſit the- 
; whols 
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whole evening at ſo deſtructive an employment. 
Indeed, Bacchus has more true votaries in the 


mercantile part of Ireland, than he hath among 


thoſe of the ſame denomination in any one coun- 
try in the world. For this we are juſtly laugh- 
ed at by foreigners, even at the time when we 
are exhibiting our vain; abſurd hoſpitality; or 
firiving to deprive them and ourſelves of reaſon 
and underſtanding. But, my Lord, we have 
poverty, and-many misfortunes to ſtruggle with 
in this country; many chooſe a ſhort lite and a 
merry one, by drovining reflaction, and, perhaps, 
it may be the policy of government not to pre- 
vent this, but let us go on in our unthinting ca- 
reer- The late prohibition of foreign cambrics, 
is a circumſtance ſhould be eagerly improved by 
us. The Scotcbò have taken the lead of us this 
way, and we thuuid ſtrain every nerve to over- 
take them. This is a branch will deſerve the 


particular attention of the legiſlature, it being 


important and cxtenſive. 


Tus sg are ſome of the particulars that want” 


encouragement and ſupport in this kingdom, 
and, as arts and manufactures are every where 
advancing in Europe, they will, no doubt, in 
time, be all promoted in this country. Nature, 


my Lord, has opened her rich ſtores in it, and 


round it; but ſhe ſells all her goods to induſtry; ; 


ad your Lord hip will ſce the expediency and 


neceſſity 
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0 of beginning ſome of theſe good works 
I have laid before you, There is here a large 
field opened for true patriotiſm and public ſpi- 
rit, for almoſt every genius, and the greateſt ac- 
tivity to exert themſelves in. Want and idle- 

neſs (the mother of miſchief) would then be 
far baniſhed; and be ſucceeded by cleanlineſs, 
plenty, honeſt labour, and contentment. I men- 
tioned not our woollen and ſilken manufactures, 
becauſe already brought to confiderable perfec-. 
tion, though proſcribed, as it were, by law, and 
condemned to cloathe our own inhabitants only ; 
many of which being the wotarres of folly and 
_ vanity, muſt be decked ont from abroad, by 
which above 200, oool. yearly, is ſent from Jre- 
land, though our plain filks are better and more 
honeſtly manufaQtured than what we import, 
but obſcured in their gloſs and beauty by the 
want of proper dreſſing and finiſhing. Surely, 
2 little cleverneſs and activity would ſoon ef- 
fect this. Indeed, were it not for our linen 
trade, every ſhilling we have (would thro' the 
many channels already cut out) be drained from 

this country. In juſtice to your predeceſſor we 
muſt own, that he did this faple of ours eſſential 
ferwice, which, with the ofennial bill, the tax 
on abſentees, and a few others of leſſer note, will 
help to draw a veil over fome of the deſpotic 
meaſures, the oppreſſions and depredations of 
dis adminiſtration. The charter ſchools, my 
5 Sh Lord, 
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Lord, have been long, and juſtly, the objects of 
parliamentary care and protection: Their ſue- 
ceſs has been much retarded, not only by the 
activity and unwearied endeavours of the catho- 
lic clergy (though ſo: poorly paid) but by the 
non- reſidence of thoſe of the eſtabliſhment, the 

- pluralities of livings held by them, and their in- 

. dolence and lukewarmneſs in the beſt of cauſes, 
though fo liberally paid and provided for. Were 
this reſerved for pious labours in the cauſe of re- 

_ ligion, and a becoming, active zeal, in the pro- 
teſtant intereſt, fo neceſſary in a country like 
this, where the greateſt vigilance is wanted, we 
ſhould ſoon ſee another face of things. Is it not 
one great part of the duty of biſhops, to ſee that 
the inferior clergy reſide and do their duty, and 
to diſcourage all pluralities, fo hurtful and diſ- 
graceful to the church? If this be not done, of 
what ſervice are they to the public ? They muſt 
only be confidered as. ſtrengtheners of kingly 
prerogative, and as men whoſe kingdom is of this 


R 

e world. But, my Lord, beſide the noble inſtitu- 

\ tions 1 have been ſpeaking of, were public 

e ſchools, under proper regulations, erected in Ire- 
if land, where the children of really poor parents, 
x of every denomination, would. be taught to read, 
ql write and account only, for a certain time, it 
ic might prove eminently uſefnl to ſociety, would 
of fave numbers from idleneſs and ruin, and be one 
1y happy mean of recovering the lower ranks from 
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Gat . * barbariſm, ſo hurtful and 
dilgraceful to a free country. An increaſe in 
knowledge, be it ever ſo ſmall, would produce 
an increaſe in virtue and ſobriety, or lead to ha- 
bits of induſtry and uſefulneſs: Nor need the 
expence of this be very great or burthenſome to 
the public: The +i/bops, all non-reſident clergy- 
men, and ſuch as hold pluralities, or do li.tle or 
no duty, our finecure gentlemen, the ſtriking off 
many uſeleſs employments, and a vagrant troop 
of unknown penſioners, (the: drone bees of the 
communi. y) would. not only effect this, but 
leave a conſiderable overplus for carrying or 
the  /cheme for the maintenaxce of the: poor, in 

which Dean Woodward has been fo active, and 
which will deſerve your Excellency's particular 
notice. The limits aſſigned to writings of this 


fort, permit me to give your Lordihip little 


more than Hints, on ſubjects ſo extended and 
important. We, in this kingdom, have a pecu- 
liar claim to ſome indulgence, for moſt of the 
proteſtants i in it are nin from Great-Brj- 
tain: Our anceſtors ſettled here in times of 


aun great danger, under the protection of the En- 
N J liſb government, and have, ever ſince, enlarg- 


ed and ſtrengthened the proteſtant intereſt. The 
arts, ſciences, manufactures and agriculture, 


have been happily cultivated by them, and they 
have ever been the moſt loyal and affectionate 
ſubjects They are likewiſe alive to liberty my 


a boaters ks i 
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Lord, and the noble ſpirit of it is increaſing :- 

To this it was owing), that there was any delay- 
in or. objection to the preſenting, you with the 
freedom of the metropolis, it having been gene- 
rally given to your predeceſſors but being 
convinced that your Excellency's government 
would be approved by them, ſome thought that 
the conferring it, as the reward of paſt. merit, 
would be molt honourable both to your. Lord- 
Kip and the city. This being over- ruled by 
the majority, it was granted, with great propri- 

ety 3. and, my Lord, it is an honour, which the 
virtues and abilities of a Pitt, the firmneſs and 
integrity of a Camden could not procure them. 
The addreſſes, likewiſe, to our chief governors, 


will, in future, confer peculiar honour; for the 


ancient and loyal city of Dublin will reſerve 
them for a wiſe and diſintereſted adminifiration- 
only. Lord Townſhend;' a liitle before his depar- 
ture, uſed all his intereſt, and had every tookof 
government at work, in order to receive an ad- 
dreſs of approbation, but our wirtuaus magiſtrates 
and citizens would not throw duſt into the 2 
of his Majeſty, nor proſtitute themſelves as a 
venal, corrupt majority, in the two howſes öf 
parliament had done A few ſurh addreſſes. 
would rather confer diſgrace than honour, in 
the eye of the public 3+ they would be looked 
on, merely, as things of courſe, and might, in 
time, like other ſuſpicious clauſes, be tacked to a 


Money 


E 
money bill, or ſmuggled through a thin houſe. 
The utmoſt chaſtity ſhould be uſed, in paying 
fuch ſtate compliments, otherwiſe they will loſe 
their weight and influence. National and city 
addreſſes ſhould be made to eminent diſtinguiſh- 
ed virtue only. I am convinced the uprightneſs 
of-your Excellency's intentions, will cauſe you, 
at once, to fall in with the juſtneſs of theſe ſen- 
timents. It was probably, my Lord, in part, 
owing to the ſpirit of liberty I have mentioned, 
that Sir William, Ofbornes native honour was 
rouſed, which at length freed him from political 
entanglements and corruption. A virtuous pride 


perhaps, would not longer permit him to At in 


bow or bad company. A venal, out- caſt renega- 
do from an American colony, and his affociates, 
were not fit companions for a gentleman of fa- 
mily and fortune. Sir William, my Lord, will 
be received with open arms by the noble band 
of patriots; a Kildare, a Flood, a Clement, an 
” Huſſey, a Newenham, and many others, to whofe 
unſhaken virtue and diſtinguiſhed abilities, the 
public bear the moſt honourable teſtunony ; 
and earneſtly wiſh to ſee ſuch men in the con- 
fidence and counſels of their chief governor. A 
fincere regard to the name of Harcourt, has 
made me ſay ſo much to your Excellency. By 
- the following extract of a letter to the public, 
publiſhed ſometime before your arrival, you 
will ſee I had the honour of your adminiſtration 
. at 


| 'L 5 3 
at heart: Speaking of Lord Townſhend's go- 


vernment, I faid—The palace was never delign- 


ed for the contemptible tribe of apes, buffoons, 


needy ſcribblers, paraſites and ſycophants, that 


have of late infeſted and diſgraced it. We now 


expect to ſee theſe, with an unmanly diſſipation, 


and a coarſe, ſottiſh luxury, ſucceeded by pu- 
rity and refinement of manners ; and on all pro- 
per occaſions, an elegant profuſion, ſuitable to 
the repreſentative of Majeſty. We wiſh, alſo, 
to ſee in our chief governor, an eaſy dignity of 
behaviour, with a becoming grace in conduct 
and deportment; and that the lovely train of 


public and private wirtues, generoſity, diſintereſt- 


edneſs, truth and ſincerity, will be his conſtant 
attendants. We hope likewiſe to be delivered 
from the dangerous gang of tory writers, that 
have infeſted the news-papers, and were endea- 
vouring to difanite and weaken. the-Proteftant 


intereſt, and daringly. mentioned King George 2d 
and his mob government. O Harcourt ! if there 
be any dear, ſincere friends of yours here, let 


them honeſtly warn you againſt ſuch. They 
will, no doubt, endeavour to thruſt themſelves 
into your ſervice, by laboured encomiums.; nay 
they will produce Lord. Townſhend's certificate, 
for their having lived ſoberly and honeſtly, (nei- 
ther- of which was the caſe). Admit them not 
even into your preſence: Should. any of your 


meaſures be defended by them, that moment 
your 
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your name and adminiſtration will be ſullied in 
the eyes of the people. Let the friends of his 
Excellency, then, be vigilant in this, and at 
once forbid a repetition of ſuch preſumption. 
Your lordſhip knows whether your friends were 
faithful in theſe particulars. I doubt not but 
they were, as there are no appearances to the 
contrary. Yeu ſee, my Lord, how many rea- 
ſonable expectations, your character has raiſed 
in us. Were but the meaſures I have recom- 
mended adopted, and even a few of the plans 
I have mentioned put into execution, they 
would ſtrike at the root of all our misfortunes. 
Nor can any thing elſe remove our many grie- 
vances. Your Excellency 1s placed in an emi- 
nent, but arduous ſituation, on the great theatre 
or liie, before a free, a loyal, and diſcerning 
people. You have a part; great and important 
to perform :—May it be done according to truth 
and nature, with eaſe, dignity, and univerſal 
applauſe ! Should I at any time ſee your Eord- 
ſhip at a loſs how to act, or through error in 
judgment, going wrong in your part, I ſhall 
take the honeſt liberty to prompt and ſet you 
right. Lord Cheſterfield, when here, told us in 
his ſpeech, —io judge of him only by his actions. 
We have formed our opinions, by this rule, 
ever ſince, of our chief governors, and a ful! 
© confidence, in them, will, for ſome time, be a 


Plant of flow growth 'in this pillaged country. 
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In this world, | my Lord, we muſt be ſometimes - 
ſa ved by the want of faith, We doubt not but 48 
your Excellency will remove our political dif- _ 


' fidence, ns is * exrnait willy of the public, 1 


| , M Lord, of your Baile 5 


Moſt bümdle ſervant, 
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To the CONDUCTORS of the FIBERNIAN 
JOURNAL, 


H. SEARCH CHRISTMAS BOX 


— 


The Saviour comes ! by ancient Jards faretold, 
Hear him, ye deaf, and all ye blind, behold! 
Peace o er the world, her olive wand extend, 
And white-rob'd innocence from heav'n de- 
ſcend ! 


Porez 


D EVOTION, and a pious 


Joy, are our duty, and becoming rational crea- 


tures ; eſpecially in a ſeaſon ſet apart for ce- 
lebrating the nativity of that divine perſon, 
ſent into the world hy the great author of na- 
ture, to deliver it from ignorance and ſuper- 
ftition z to cultivate univerſal piety and virtue; 


to proclaim peace on earth and good will to- 


wards men. It is almoſt needleſs to mention 
how unſuitable a vicious diſſipation, and all 
ſcenes of luxury and intemperance are, to a 
proper celebration of this event. To imagine 
we do the Captain of our Salvation honour, by 
defacing the image of God in us, is moſt im- 
pious preſumption, and making him the mini/ter 
of ſin, The true way of ſhewing we are the 

joyous 


„ 
joyous foyal ſubjects of his moral | kingdom, is, 


on ſuch occaſions, to make others rejoice 3 to 


relieve diſtreſs, to baniſh miſery, and to make 
the hearts of the poor and needy, the fatherleſs, 
the widow, and him that hath none to help him, 


ſong for joy. This would be proclaiming good 
will to men, in the right ſenſe of the werd; it 


would ſhew we were in earneſt in our religion, 


and felt its divine influence. Theſe things are 
fo plainly our duty; our moſt rational refined 
Pleaſures, and future hopes ſo much depend on 
the practice of them, that a further enlargement 
is unneceſſary. But there is a moſt important 


light, in which this great event of our Saviour's 


coming into the world, ought carefully to be 
conſidered by us, as it is ſo honourable to the 
chriſtian religion itſelf, and a preſumptive proof 


of its truth and divine original 1 mean the 


particular time choſen by infinite wiſdom to 


publiſh it to the world. On taking a view of 


the ſtate of things, prior to this, we ſhall ſee the 
weight of the argument, and I hope it will be 
attended to, as the importance of it deſerves. 
To trace the fteps of divine wiſdam and bene- 


volence in the government of his creatures, and 


in promoting their perfection and happineſs, is 
one of the nobleſt employments of the mind. 
When chriſtianity firſt made its appearance, 


there were ſeveral favourable circumſtances that 


concurred to facilitate its progreſs. In the ear- 
lier 
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Ber times ce world was not properly prepared 
for ſuch an event. The patriarchs and prophets 


were ſent forth to keep up the knowledge of 


the true God and of religion ; and from many 
ancient predictions there was a general expecta- 
tion that the Almighty would ſend an eminent 
meſſenger to make a perfect diſcovery of his 
will to mankind. But to ſhew that the time 
when Chriſt appeared, was the fitteſt, we muſt 

conſider, that in the early ages, the world was 
divided into fmall, independent ſtates, differing 
from each other i in laws, language, manners, 
and religion; this would have been a time moſt 
improper. The ſhock of ſo many oppoſite in- 
tereſts, occaſioned the moſt violent conyulfion 
and diſorders. Commerce had not hitherto 
united mankind, nor opened a free communica- 
tion. The intercourſe between nations was in- 
conſiderable; and there was little of curioſity, 
or free enquiry to be found among mankind. 
The Roman ambition at length undertook the 
arduous enterpriſe of conquering the world, 
and conducted it with fuch refined policy, that 
it was crowned with fucceſs. But, by enfla- 
ving it, they civilized it; and while they op- 
preſſed men, united them together. They ap- 


' proached nearer to one another in ſentiments 


and manners, and the intercourſe between the 
then moſt diſtagt corners of the earth, was 
rendered ſecure and agreeable. An univerſal 

peace 


01-283; 3 


peace reigned throughout that vaſt empire. 
This gained a fair hearing to chriſtianity i in ma- 
ny parts, which in a time of war and confu- 
ſion might either have been cruſhed, or not 


attended to. The Jews, at that time, were 


greatly ſuperſtitious, both from a dark, gloomy 
diſpoſition, and their Egyptian education. The 
wretched ſtate likewiſe of the heathen world, 
their ignorance and unmanly practices, called 
aloud for an authoritative inierpoſition 5 ac- 
cordingly chriſtianity was promulgated. W hat 
an happy change did it produce? Purity, Hu- 
manity, piety, liberty, and domeſtic happineſs 
diffuſed themſelves every where. How do we 


| honour thoſe illuſtrious heroes and legiſlators, 
who delivered mankind from the rage of tyrants, 


and vindicated the violated laws and conſtitu- 
tion of their country? And is there no admi- 


ration due to our divine leader, or to the gene- 


rous ſpirit of his religion, which reſtored liber- 
ty, not to one nation only, but reſcued from 
the worſt ſervitude, far the greater number of 
the human race, and acquired for them that 


happy freedom which they ſtill enjoy? That 


part of the world wherein chriitianity is eſta- 
bliſhed, greatly ſurpaſſes the reſt in all the 
| ſciences and Improvements which raiſe one nati- 
on above another in reputation and power. It 
has ſprgad an univerſal civilization, and huma- 
nized us even in war; but, from the fitneſs of 
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time in which it made its appearance, proceed- 
ed the great progreſs of it. In the Coloftans, 
At is faid, that the goſpel had been preached 
-to every creature under heaven,” (that is in the 
Roman empire) and this epiſtle was written but 
thirty years after Chriſt's aſcenſion. Indeed 
the majeſty and triumph of the conquerors of 
the world, but prepared the way for the ſpread 


and propagation of the Goſpel. There was 


then a communication opened between the dif- 
ferent countries unknown before, which ſhews 


the propriety of its then publication 3 by which 


a throne of juftice, truth, and freedom was erect- 
ed on the ruins of ſlavery and ſuperſtition ; 
which ſhall ſtand for ever, and ſubdue all 
things under it. Peace was then proclaimed on 
earth, and good-will towards men: And had 
not chriſtianity appeared, to mitigate or check 
the ill effects of deſpotic, unlimited empire, 
virtue and liberty might have been baniſhed 
from amongſt mankind. But beſides what hath 
deen mentioned, there were ſeveral other cir- 
cumſtances that ſtrengthen our argument. By 
the paſſage of the I/raelites to the land of Ca- 
naan, an alarm was given to many idolatrous 
nations, and their attention and admiration raiſ- 


ed. By the captivities and diſperſions of the 


Jews, likewiſe, foreign countries muſt have had 
a knowledge of their religion, and ha vt b- en 
ſo much the beiter prepared to receive chriſtia- 

nity. 


[ 33 ] 

vity. But by the tranſlation of the old Teſta 
-ment into Greek, by the command of Ptolemy 
Philadelphus, King of Egypt (to adorn the roy- 
al library at Alexandria) the knowledge of one 
ſupreme unrivalled Governor of the Univerſe, 
was propagated, and no doubt the prophecies 
relating to the Meffiah attended to. This was 
a moſt fortunate event, and greatly contributed 
to a proper reception of the goſpel. But it was 
moſt honourable for chriſtianity, to appear at 
the time it did; for had it been publiſhed be- 
fore an intercourſe of nations was eſtabliſhed, 
or in a dark barbarous age, it might have been 
objected to as impoſt ure, and its miracles tradu- 
ced, as deceiving only the ignorant, or believed 
by them. The contrary was the caſe; for the 
arts of peace and Philoſophy had been cultiva- 
ted. The Auguſtan age was polite and diſ- 
cerning, and freedom of inquiry prevailed. In 
ſuch a time did it appear in its heaven-born, 
native ſimplicity and beauty. It had truth for 
its ſupport, and ſome ſtriking teſtimonies, even 
from enemies in its favour. This is a glorious 
circumſtance; and the ſpirit, boldneſs, ſufferings 
and contempt of the world, ſhewn by its firſt 
Preachers, are truly heroic and admirable ; they 
ſhew its powver and great glory, and how much 
in earneſt they were in their great Mailer's 
work. They left it not to others to do for 
them. We here ſee by: what amazing ſteps, 

You. I P and 


1 IF] 
and wiſe ene the Almighty conducted this 
wondrous plan, for the ſalvation and moral hap- 
pineſs of mankind. It is pleaſing to obſerve 
theſe teſtimonies in favour of our religion; and 
I have given them in one view, that he who 
runs may read, may believe with underftand- 
Ing, and upon rational evidence. This muſt 
prove a fateguard and defence to his virtue, 
and make him a chriſtian from principle. His 
religion will then be his own ;—which is an 
honour and happineſs thouſands-cannot pretend 
to. Indeed, the whole chriſtian diſpenſation 
ſhevs the vaſt dignity and importance of virtue 
and moral excellence, above all things elſe, in 
the divine eye; and that to cultivate this, was 
not only the great deſign of it, but to promote 
moral perfection; and the happineſs reſulting 
from it, was what gave birth to univerſal na- 
ture itfelf, and the end for which we and all 
Worlds and beings were created. The immor- 
tality of the ſoul may be deduced from this, and 
is one of the moſt ſatisfying natural arguments 
in its favour ;—for the deity wil never deſtroy 
the moſt excellent thing in the univerſe— his own 
image, or a creature ſtriving to reſemble him in 
purity and goodneſs. A ſtate of trial and mo- 
ral diſcipline, point out an hereafter. A diſci- 
pline for what ?—For annihilation !—To fall 
into nought !—Ridiculous abſurdity! — Without 
immortality our ſtate and condition in th. 
world, 


WB 


world, virtue depreſſed ! vice triumphant ! our 
frame, our powers, the benevolence of the det- 


ty, our ideas of his moral government, and love 


of righteouſneſs, —are all over myſtery and con- 
tradition. ' But, beſides this, life and immorta- 
lity are now clearly brought to light by the 
goipel. Happy they only, who by an uniform 
courſe of virtue, have joyful hopes into futurity, 
and to whom eternity, though a dreadful, is yet 
a pleaſing thought. But, to return to our ſub- 
ject.— Though by deferring the publication of 
chriſtianity to the fitteſt time, the rapid progreſs 


and firſt 1ucceſs of it were amazing; yet, no 
ſooner was it eſtabliſhed, but chritiians began 


to hate and perſecute one another. By this, its 
divine light was obſcured ; ignorance and ſu- 
perſtition gained ground. The gain of godlineſs 
began to take place; and ages of barbariſm and 
darkneſs ſucceeded. But, what were theſe re- 


ligious contentions about? Net points of mo- 


rality, or truths of eternal, unalterable obliga- 
tion,. in. order to render men wiſe and happy. 


Not any generous, liberal plan, to cultivate a 


free and rational religion, founded on the native 


ſimplicity of the goſpel. No; nor about things 
of importance, in which its honour, or the ſuc- 
ceſs of it were concerned: But about certain 
abſtruſe, myſtical, unintelligible notions; about 


/ 


modes, forms, and certain uſages, or the obſer- 


vance of particular times and ſeaſons, days and 
P 2 feaſts 


Faw 1. 


ſalts 3 wich which true religion hath little to 
do. The ſpirit and effence of it muſt eyer 
* conliſt in purity and ſanctity of manners; in 
rectitude of heart and intention. As far as the 
above-named things ccatribute to theſe, they 
are valuable, but no other ways. And, ſhould 
men, in the obſervance of them, come to place 
them in the room of virtue, and find this eaſier 
than to govern their tempers and paſſions (which 
is the only fure proof of their being religious) 
Why, in that cafe, they become moſt pernicious 
and dangerous, and divert the mind from the 
weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, 
and the love of God. What wars and blood- 
ſhed did even the- obſervance of Eaſter cauſe 
between the eaſtern and weſtern churches ?— 
Some fixing the celebration of it to one time 
and ſeaſon 3 ſome to another; though it muſt 
be allowed, that the whole abſurd diſpute was 
not worth even diſturt ing a good man's tranqui- 
lity for, much leſs the deſtroying the lives of 
their fellow creatures. The improvement in 
dur days, our rational ſentiments in religion, 
raiſe our wonder and contempt of ſuch things. 
What ſignify at what ſeaſon or time of the year 
- theſe days are fixed? Their great deſign muſt 
ever be, to do honour to religion, and to mend 
the heart. There can be no abſolute certainty, 
as to the preciſe time any way. By the late- 


aeration of the ſtyle in this kingdom, the day 
we 
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we now obſerve as Chriſt mas, differs eleven 
days from the former. And, indeed, reaſon and 
probability, as well as ſcripture, make againſt. 
our celebrating the nativity of Chriſt in Decen- 
ber. At the time of his birth, Auguſtus Ceſar 
the Roman emperor, required all people to re- 
giſter themſelves, their dependents and eſtates. 


| 

He was a wiſe prince; and the very depth of 
J winter ſeems not a proper ſeaſon to travel, or 
1 for a ſurvey and aſſeſſment, when people are to 
) enter themſelves, according to their tribes and 
* families. The autumn, when harveſt and vin | 
e tage are over, is a time of general leiſure, and 
„ a much fitter and more likely ſeaſon. When 
[- born at Bethlchem, we read, that in the ſame: 
ſe country there were ſhepherds abiding in the 
28 field, watching over their flocks, by night. In: 
1e ſome mild climates, ſheep may be abroad in the 
ſt night time, in December; but it is not very 
as likely they ſhould be ſo in thoſe countries where 
# they muſt” be attended by ſhepherds. It has 
* 


been further obſerved by writers on this ſubject, 

that the ſcriptures ſay, John was baptizing in the 
river Jordan, at the very time when Jeſus was 
88. entering on his 3oth year, and conſequently muſt 


ar have been born at that time of the year. Now, 
uſt it is improbable, that 7%n ſhould have choſen 
nd December for that work. That country, though 
ty mild, is very cold in winter, and has frequently 
ate froſt and ſtormy weather. For this reaſon, 
day 1 oa, Chrift 


| 
1 


r - 
Don at ae Loo ated. 
* * 
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Chriſt ſaid to the Jews, Pray that your flight, 
be not in the winter.” From all which it is 


highly probable that our Saviour's nativity was 


in autumn. Not that it is a, matter of great 
moment, at what ſeaſon it came to paſs; for 
this affects not either the certainty of the event, 


or the truth and excellence of his religion. But, 


let it teach us moderation in all ſuch matters; 
and to be chiefly ſolicitous to render our ob- 
ſervance of certain days and times ſubſervient 


to our improvement in knowledge and goodneſs. 


By this only ſhall we do honour to religion, and 


to its divine author; for, juſt as much worth 


and virtue as a man has, hath he of religion, 


and not a G RAIN more. I before obſerved, 


concerning the dark ages in which chritianity 
was obſcured, by ignorance and ſuperſtition ; 3: 


notwithſtanding which, the world being in poſ- 


ſeſſion of it, the reſurrection of knowledge and 
of letters took place, and we are now. witneſſes 
to the happy ſtate of mankind, compared to for- 
mer times. From what we have already ſeen, 


we may extend our views to futurity. As a ce- 
lebrated writer obſerves; „there are ſeveral 
circumſtances already opened to our view, 


which ſhew that even now chriſtianity might be 
ſpread vaſtly farther, than it ever could be du- 


ring the continuance of the Roman empire.” A 


-reat part of the globe is planted by colonies of 
nominal chriſtians, which, but a few ages ago, 
WAS - 
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was utterly unknown. Beſides: the di Nee . 
and ſettlements in America, the commerce and 


trade of Chriſtendom has extended itſelf to very 


remote eaſtern nations, where the Noman arts 


never penetrated. Add to-this, the modern im- 
provements in navigation, which procure us an 
eaſy acceſs to theſe newly diſcovered countries; 
together with the invention of printing, the 
eaſieſt method of diſpenſing knowledge: All 


which concur to facilitate the propagation of 


the goſpel, beyond. any preceding times, But 


the critical period for. making chriſtianity the 


univerſal religion, does not ſeem to be yet come. 
Many oͤbſtacles remain. But we ourſelves can 


imagine a certain conjuncture, that would be” 


proper, or may happen, conſidering the viciſſi- 2 


tudes and revolutions in human affairs. For if 


the uſe of printing became eſtabliſhed; and, of 


conſequence, ingenuity and freedom of enquiry... 
gained ground in the valt Turki/þ empire, and 


both were transferred from thence to other Ma 
hometan ſtates ; and if thoſe chriſtians: that are 
converſant with infidel nations, would behave 


towards them with juſtice and generoſity, and 


treat them like men; if they would ceaſe from 
corrupting the morals of the Mahometan, or of 
the Fagan idolater, while they were perſuading 
him to turn to their religion: If, on the contra- 
ry, they honoured their profeſſion, and were 


aſſiduous in improving in the minds of thoſe . 
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whom they call Indian ſavages, exact notions of 
morality ; and in inſtructing them in the prin- 


ciples of pure natural religion, as the firſt ſtep 
towards their embracing the. chriſtian 5 and if, 


building on this ſolid foundation, they gave only 
ſuch accounts of chriſtianity as were conſiſtent 


and rational, inſtead of diſcouraging faith, by 


unnatural and barbarous repreſentations of the 


| deity, and affronting reaſon by ſenſeleſs and 


incredible myſteries then we might juſtly ap- 
prehend, that the time Was drawing nigh, when 
over all the earth (as the propbet hath foretold) 


- there Jhall be. one Lord, and his name one; or 


in the Janguage of St. Paul, When the fulneſs 
of the gentiles ſhall come in, and all Iſrael all 
be ſaved. That will be the glorious triumph 
of our religion. In the proſpect of it let us re- 
joice; and with pious gladneſs look forward to 
that day, when good men of every denomination 
and country, ſhall come from the eaff and from 
the aue, and fit down in, the kingdom of God. 
Happy ſociety !. in which every individual will 
be a lover of txuth and virtue ! In contempla- 
tion of this moſt delightful ſcene,. let our minds 
be nobly elevated, and riſe above all narrow 
diſtinctions. Let us embrace, with unconfined 


benevolence, not only the whole human race, 


but the univerſe of being itſelf, riſing with af- 
fectionate, grateful admiration to that infinite 
wind, who is the bleſſed ſource of all beauty, 

per 


E %% 
perfection and happineſs As praiſe is the no- 
bleſt en ployment of the mind, and ſo ſuitable. 


to my ſubject, I ſhall conclude with the words: - 
af Pope, VIZ. . 


% To him, whoſe temple is all ſpace, 
« Whoſe altar, earth, ſea, ſkies! 


* One chorus let all beings raiſe! 
All nacure's incenſe riſe !? 


Taz two hymns of Milton-and Thomſon, are, 
on this occaſion, earneſtly recommended by 


HUMPHREY SEARCH: 


The Enn of the Fixzsr. Vorl uns. 
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